
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

AGENDA 
 

NORTH DAKOTA RACING COMMISSION 
Live Meeting 

500 North 9th Street, Bismarck, ND 
Friday, December 16, 2005 - 9:00 a.m. (central time) 

 
 

Morning Session - 9:00 a.m. 
1. Interviewing of Applicants 
    9:00 a.m.  Nicki Weissman 
  10:00 a.m.  Les Schmidt 
  11:00 a.m.  Randy Blaseg 
 

 
Afternoon Session - 1:00 p.m. 

1. Approval of Minutes 
  - June 23 and 27, August 30, October 7 
 
 
2. Director of Racing Position
 
 
3. Approval of 2006 Licenses 

a. State Service Provider 
Lien Games Racing, LLC 

 
b. Tote Provider 

AmTote International 
United Tote Company 

 
c. Simulcast Sites 

(1) Development Homes Inc. – Rumors, Grand Forks 
(2) Fair Circuit Horse Racing Association – Winner’s Circle, Fargo 
(3) Horse Race North Dakota – Fargo 

  Howard Johnson’s Hotel 
  ND Horse Park 

(4) ND Association for the Disabled, Inc. – Chips Casino & Lounge, Bismarck 
(5) Turtle Mountain Band of Chippewa – Sky Dancer Hotel & Casino, Belcourt 
(6) Williston CVB – El Rancho Club 
 
 



4. Live Race Date Requests 
a. Outdoor Recreation Development Assn. (ORDA) 

Chippewa Downs - Belcourt 
(8 race dates) 

June 3 & 4, 10 & 11, 17 & 18, 24 & 25 
 

b. Horse Race North Dakota 
ND Horse Park – Fargo 
(22 race dates) 
 July 28, 29, 30 
 August 4, 5, 6, 11, 12, 13, 18, 19, 20, 25, 26, 27 
 September 1, 2, 3, 4 
 
 Harness Meet September 8, 9, 10 
 
 

5. NAPRA Fall Conference Report 
 
 
6. Attendance at 2005 Symposium on Racing and Gaming

 
 

7. 2006 Membership 
a. Information on the merger of NAPRA/RCI associations 
b. 2006 Dues 
c. Spring Conference – March 28 – April 1st 

 
 
8. Service Provider

Proposal – Account Wagering 
 
 
9. Any other business which may PROPERLY come before the commission 

Set January meeting date 
 
 
10. Adjournment 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

   
* * * * * * * 

If you plan to attend the meeting and will need special facilities or assistance relating to a disability, 
please contact the Racing Commission at 701-328-4633. 
 

* * * * * * * 
 
 



NORTH DAKOTA RACING COMMISSION 
Live Meeting 

500 North 9th Street, Bismarck, ND 
Friday, December 16, 2005 - 9:00 a.m. (central time) 

 
 

PRESENT: 
Chairman James Boehm, Commissioners, Jim Arthaud, Jim Clement, Clarence Frederick, DeAnn 
Pladson, Legal Counsel Bill Peterson and Administrative Officer, Helen Tessmann.   
 
OTHERS PRESENT: 
 Tom Rafferty and Mike McCleary – Bismarck Tribune 
 Janell Cole - The Forum 
 Tracy Fugere - ND Public Radio 
 Virginia Rivinius - Human Resource Management Services 
 Ken Lien, Mike Cichy and Kevin J. Hall - Lien Games 
 Les Schmidt and Rob Lynch - ND Horse Park  

Barb Nelson - Horse Race North Dakota 
 Wes Heinert 
 Leigh Backhaus 
 Randy Blaseg  
 Blaine Decoteau 
 Duane Longie 
 Leon Glasser  
 
Chairman Boehm called the meeting to order and asked the Administrative Officer to call the roll: 
 Commissioner Arthaud  - Here  
 Commissioner Clement  - Here 
 Commissioner Frederick - Here 
 Commissioner Pladson  - Here  
 Chairman Boehm  - Here 
 

 
Morning Session - 9:00 a.m. 

1. Interviewing of Applicants 
    9:00 a.m.  Nicki Weissman 
  10:00 a.m.  Les Schmidt 
  11:00 a.m.  Randy Blaseg 
 
In the morning session, interviews of three applicants were given by the full commission.  It was decided 
there was no need to tape the interviews.  After the interviews the chairman recessed for lunch. 
 
 

Afternoon Session - 1:00 p.m. 
 

Chairman Boehm called the meeting back to order at 1:00 p.m.  
 
1. Approval of Minutes 

June 23 and 27, August 30, October 7 
 
Commissioner Arthaud made the motion to approve the minutes of June 23, 27 August 30 and 
October 7, 2005.  Commissioner Frederick seconded the motion.  With no further discussion, 
Chairman Boehm asked all in favor to say aye.  All commissioners said aye and with no opposition 
the motion passed. 
 
2. Director of Racing Position 
 
The chairman announced the Director of Racing Position will be moved to the end of the agenda. 
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3. Approval of 2006 Licenses 

a. State Service Provider 
Lien Games Racing, LLC 
 

Commissioner Clement stated he had some concerns and questions in regards to licensing Lien Games 
Racing LLC as the service provider.  Legal Counsel Bill Peterson and Kevin Hall of Lien Games 
answered questions.  Further discussions included additional comments from Commissioners Clement, 
Pladson and Arthaud and Kenneth Lien. 
 
Commissioner Clement made the motion to deny the license to Lien Game Racing LLC as the 
state’s Service Provider.  Commissioner Frederick seconded the motion.  Chairman Boehm asked 
Administrative Officer to take the roll:   
 Commissioner Clement  - Yes 
 Commissioner Frederick - Yes 
 Commissioner Pladson  -  No 
 Commissioner Arthaud  - No 
 Chairman Boehm  -  No 
Motion failed.  
 
Commissioner Arthaud made a motion to grant a license to Lien Game Racing LLC with K2 
Investments owning 56%, Ernest Dahlman 34% and Henry Hackel 10%.  Commissioner Pladson 
seconded the motion.    
 
Commissioner Clement asked for a five minute recess for himself to confer with Legal Counsel.  Upon 
returning after the recess and there being no further discussion Chairman Boehm asked Administrative 
Officer to take the roll. 
 Commissioner Arthaud  - Yes 
 Commissioner Pladson  - Yes 
 Commissioner Frederick - No 
 Commissioner Clement  - No 
 Chairman Boehm  - Yes 
Motion passed. 

 
 

b. Tote Provider 
AmTote International 
United Tote Company 

 
Commissioner Clement made the motion to approve the application of AmTote International.  
Commissioner Pladson seconded the motion.  There being no discussion Chairman Boehm asked 
Administrative Officer to take the roll. 
 Commissioner Clement  - Yes 
 Commissioner Pladson  - Yes 
 Commissioner Arthaud  - Yes 
 Commissioner Frederick - Yes 
 Chairman Boehm  - Yes 
Motion passed. 
 
Commissioner Clement made the motion to table the approval of United Tote Company until a 
completed application is received.   (Not all the information requested was provided in the application.)  
Commissioner Arthaud seconded the motion.  Discussion followed and Commissioners Clement and 
Arthaud withdrew their motion and the second to the motion. 
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Commissioner Clement made a motion to deny the application of United Tote Company.  
Commissioner Arthaud seconded the motion.    
 
Discussion was held regarding reports being provided by AmTote and if there was a cost of such reports 
which the commission was informed there is no cost.  Roger Thompson was not in attendance to report 
on the said AmTote reports.  With further discussions, both Commissioners Clement and Arthaud 
withdrew their motion and the second to the motion. 
 
Commissioner Clement made a motion to table the approval of United Tote Company as a Tote 
Provider until a completed application is received.  Commissioner Arthaud seconded the motion.   
There being no further discussion Chairman Boehm asked everyone in favor to say aye.  All said aye.  
With no opposition the motion passed. 
 
Chairman Boehm stated there were six simulcast sites and asked if they should be handled individually or 
as a group.  Since there were no new sites it was determined they could all be handled with one motion. 
 

c. Simulcast Sites 
(1) Development Homes Inc. – Rumors, Grand Forks 
(2) Fair Circuit Horse Racing Association – Winner’s Circle, Fargo 
(3) Horse Race North Dakota – Fargo 

  Howard Johnson’s Hotel 
  ND Horse Park 

(4) ND Association for the Disabled, Inc. – Chips Casino & Lounge, Bismarck 
(5) Turtle Mountain Band of Chippewa – Sky Dancer Hotel & Casino, Belcourt 
(6) Williston CVB – El Rancho Club 

 
Commissioner Clement made a motion to approve the 2006 licenses of all current simulcast sites.  
Commissioner Frederick seconded the motion.  There being no discussion Chairman Boehm asked 
Administrative Officer to take the roll. 
 Commissioner Clement  - Yes 
 Commissioner Frederick - Yes 
 Commissioner Pladson  - Yes 
 Commissioner Arthaud  - Yes 
 Chairman Boehm  - Yes 
Motion passed. 

 
 

4.        Live Race Date Requests 
a. Outdoor Recreation Development Assn. (ORDA) 

Chippewa Downs - Belcourt 
(8 race dates) 

June 3 & 4, 10 & 11, 17 & 18, 24 & 25 
 

Commissioner Frederick made the motion to approve the live race dates requested by Outdoor 
Recreation Development Association for June 3 & 4, 10 & 11, 17 & 18 and 24 & 25, 2006.   
Commissioner Clement seconded the motion.  There being no discussion Chairman Boehm asked the 
Administrative Officer to take the roll. 
 Commissioner Frederick - Yes 
 Commissioner Clement  - Yes 
 Commissioner Arthaud  - Yes 
 Commissioner Pladson  - Yes 
 Chairman Boehm  - Yes 
Motion passed. 
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b. Horse Race North Dakota 
ND Horse Park – Fargo 
(22 race dates) 
 July 28, 29, 30 
 August 4, 5, 6, 11, 12, 13, 18, 19, 20, 25, 26, 27 
 September 1, 2, 3, 4 
 
 Harness Meet September 8, 9, 10 
 

Commissioner Arthaud made the motion to approve the live race dates requested by Horse Race 
North Dakota for July 28, 29, 30, August 4, 5, 6, 11, 12, 13, 18, 19, 20, 25, 26, and 27, September 1, 
2, 3, 4 and 8, 9, 10, 2006.  Commissioner Clement seconded the motion.  There being no further 
discussion Chairman Boehm asked Administrative Officer to take the roll. 
 Commissioner Arthaud  - Yes 
 Commissioner Clement  - Yes 
 Commissioner Frederick - Yes 
 Commissioner Pladson  - Yes 
 Chairman Boehm  - Yes 
Motion passed.     

 
 

5. NAPRA Fall Conference Report 
 
Commissioner Pladson reported on the fall NAPRA conference.   She encouraged attendance by the 
commissioners to attend these conferences both to represent North Dakota and to learn about the racing 
industry and to hold discussions with other commissioners on issues. 
 
 
6. Attendance at 2005 Symposium on Racing and Gaming 
 
Commissioner Arthaud made the motion to approve expenses for Commissioner Pladson’s 
attendance at the Symposium on Racing and Gaming.  Commissioner Frederick seconded the 
motion.  There being no discussion Chairman Boehm asked Administrative Officer to take the roll. 
 Commissioner Arthaud  -  Yes 
 Commissioner Frederick - Yes 
 Commissioner Clement  - Yes 
 Commissioner Pladson  - Yes 
 Chairman Boehm  - Yes 
Motion passed. 

 
 
7.         2006 Membership 

a. Information on the merger of NAPRA/RCI associations 
b. 2006 Dues 
c. Spring Conference – March 28 – April 1st 

 
Regarding the membership of NAPRA/RCI, Administrative Officer Tessmann reported the 2006 
membership dues would be $2,500 based on the 2005 handle, payable to the Association of Racing 
Commissioners and due January 1, 2006.  The Commission was informed that the former Racing Director 
Paul Bowlinger who is the current NAPRA Executive Director and will hold a new position as Executive 
Vice President of the newly merged association.   
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Commissioner Arthaud made a motion to approve the 2006 membership dues of $2,500 to ARCI.  
Commissioner Pladson seconded the motion.  There being no further discussion Chairman Boehm 
asked for all in favor to say aye.  All said aye.  With no opposition the motion passed. 
 
Chairman Boehm stated that if anyone was interested in the spring conference they should let 
Administrative Officer know before the next meeting. 
 
 
8. Service Provider 

• Proposal – Account Wagering 
 

Mike Cichy and Kenneth Lien of Lien Games addressed the issue of Account Wagering rules.  Ken 
reported on the process the advisory board for the Attorney General’s office completes every two years 
after the sessions.  Chairman Boehm stated that after the commission has hired a new Director a 
committee should be set up to review the rules.  
 
 
9.          Any other business which may PROPERLY come before the commission 

• Set January meeting date 
 
Les Schmidt informed the commission that a native North Dakotan has passed away who has done a 
tremendous amount of good will and good work for the State of North Dakota by the name of Dean Kutz 
and asked if the track could change the name of the EK Rolfson Memorial race to the Dean Kutz 
Memorial race and asked if the commission had any objections.  It was decided that this could be left up 
to the track’s decision.  
 
No date set for January. 
 
 
 2.        Director of Racing Position 
 
Chairman Boehm stated that three applicants were interviewed in the morning session.  Virginia Rivinius 
from HRMS informed the commission of their options.   
 
Commissioner Clement made a motion that this action be tabled until the next meeting and to 
interview late applicant Fred Davis.  Commissioner Frederick seconded the motion. 
 
After discussion was held, Chairman Boehm asked Administrative Officer to take the roll. 
 Commissioner Clement   - Yes 
 Commissioner Frederick - Yes 
 Commissioner Pladson  - No 
 Commissioner Arthaud  - No 
 Chairman Boehm  -  No 
Motion failed. 
 
Commissioner Pladson made a motion to hire Randy Blaseg as the Director of the Racing.  
Commissioner Arthaud seconded the motion.  
 
After discussion was held, Chairman Boehm asked the Administrative Officer to take the roll. 
 Commissioner Pladson  - Yes 
 Commissioner Arthaud  - Yes 
 Commissioner Frederick - Yes 
 Commissioner Clement  - No 
 Chairman Boehm  - Yes 
Motion passed.     
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Commissioner James Boehm’s term: 
Chairman Boehm informed the commission that his term was up July 1st, 2005 and he had agreed with 
the Governor to serve until a new Director was hired and since a new Director has now been hired his 
term is officially over. 
 
Horsemen’s Advisory Committee 
Wes Heinert spoke on behalf of the Horsemen’s Advisory committee and questioned if the commission 
takes into consideration their recommendations.  Commissioner Pladson replied that the commission has 
only received on rare occasion’s minutes of Horsemen’s Advisory committee meetings and Administrative  
Officer Tessmann added no items have been presented to be placed on any commission meeting’s 
agenda since the committee was formed. 
 
 
10. Adjournment 
 
Commissioner Pladson made a motion to adjourn the meeting.  All said aye. 

 


