
    
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

NORTH DAKOTA RACING COMMISSION 
Live Meeting 

500 North 9th Street, Bismarck, ND 
Tuesday, October 2, 2007 
10:30 a.m. (central time) 

 
 
 

Call to Order: 
Chairman, James Clement, called the meeting to order at 10:28 a.m. and welcomed new commissioner 
Patrick Weir.  Roll call was taken by Director Blaseg and all commissioners were present. 
 
Present: 
Commission Members: James Clement, Mandan; Clarence Frederick, Belcourt; DeAnn Pladson, Fargo; 
Tom Secrest, Hettinger; Patrick Weir, Medora; Director of Racing, Randy Blaseg; Legal Counsel Bill 
Peterson and Administrative Staff Officer Helen Tessmann. 
 
Others Present: 
Ken Lien, Kevin Hall, Mike Cichy, John Bubel, Roger Thompson, Richard Nevins, Leon Glasser, Les 
Schmidt, Janell Cole, Rodney Froelich, Kathy Froelich, Deb Harsche and Nancy Buechler. 
 
 
The agenda order was changed to accommodate Legal Counsel having an earlier meeting. 
 
1. 2007 Symposium on Racing – December 3 - 6th, 2007 

A motion was made to send Commissioner Weir and Director Blaseg to the 2007 Symposium on 
Racing and Gaming at, Tucson, Arizona, December 3 – 6, 2007.  (Secrest/Pladson/unanimous) 

 
2. Approval of Minutes 

A motion was made to approve the minutes of May 29th and June 26th. 
(Clement/Frederick/unanimous) 

 
3. Appoint ND Horsemen’s Council (Horsemen’s Advisory Council) 

A motion was made to appoint a new Horsemen’s Advisory Council consisting of five members 
of which 1 from the Quarter Horse association, 1 from the Thoroughbred Association, 1 from the 
Standardbred Association, 1 from gaming, and 1 from the tracks. (Secrest/Weir) 
 
Commissioners Secrest and Weir amended the motion to appoint five members to the 
Horsemen’s Advisory Council of which one member from each of the three associations (Quarter 
Horse, Thoroughbred and Standardbred) and one from each track (Chippewa Downs and ND 
Horse Park). (Secrest/Weir/unanimous) 
 
The Director was asked to contact these associations and ask for a list of three names from each 
association of which one individual from each association will be appointed to serve on the 
council. 
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(Peterson arrived) 
 
4. Policy on completing background checks 

A motion was made to require new simulcast employees to submit fingerprint cards and fee with 
their license application and licenses be granted pending background check results.  
(Weir/Pladson/unanimous) 

 
5. Breeder’s Fund Vendor 

Roger Thompson submitted the only bid for the vendor contract as Registrar for the ND Breeder’s 
Fund.  The commission was advised that a conflict of interest occurs. 
 
If Roger were hired, in his current independent auditing duties, which include disbursements of 
the breeders’ awards from the Breeders’ Administrative Fund, he would be auditing his new 
duties as registrar for the Breeders’ Fund.  
 
A motion was made to rewrite the bid specifications and to repost the Request for Proposal 
(RFP) through the Procurement Office.  (Secrest/Pladson/ Clement-N, Pladson-Y, Secrest-Y, 
Weir-Y, Frederick-Y/carried)   

 
6. Consideration of inclusion of Racing Commission or Director in the ND Horse Park 

General Manager selection committee 
 

It was suggested the Director submit expectations to Horse Race North Dakota as to what the 
commission expects in the General Manager’s duties. 
 

7. Commission’s records request of Horse Race North Dakota (01:01:40) 
(continuation from the June 26th meeting) 

There being no issue, no action necessary. 
 

8. Lien Games Racing LLC 
Kevin Hall spoke on the account wagering system being implemented by Lien Games Racing 
LLC.  

 
9. Consideration of selecting a racing industry working group (Chairman Clement withdrew this 

agenda item). 
 
10. Consideration of developing a policy for granting awards (Chairman Clement withdrew this 

agenda item). 
 
11. Any other business which may properly come before the commission 

A motion was made to purchase a digital voice recorder system from Grabar Voice and Data 
Inc. for a cost up to $1,300.00.  (Weir/Pladson/unanimous) 

 
12. Review September 6th Public Hearing comments by 4 individuals  and any 3 written 

comments regarding the Administrative Rules changes 
 

Legal Counsel gave an overview of the processing for consideration of comments given at the 
public hearing or in writing.  He also informed commission of the estimated time table for the 
possible changes to the rules to become effective after January 1, 2008.  
 

69.5-01-02-07 and 69.5-01-05-09 
Doug DeMontigny stated there are two sections that need to correlate.  69.5-01-02-07 (subsection 4) 
requires that to be present in the test barn area at a live race meet an individual has to be 18 years of 
age.  However there is a proposed rule of 69.5-01-05-09 (subsection 2) where we allow an exception to 
the 18 year age requirement for horse ownership.  So we will allow a person younger than 18 years to 
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own a horse but if he wins a race he can’t go to the test barn with that horse and those two rules need to 
correlate. 
 
The Commission decided that in reference to Mr. DeMontigny’s concerns that for safety reasons 
no one under the age of 18 needed to be allowed into the testing area.  The trainer and or his 
representative would be required to witness any samples taken from the runner. 
 
Commissioner Weir made the motion to leave proposed rule change as is.  Commissioner Secrest 
seconded the motion.  All voted aye and motion passed.   
 
69.5-01-03-19  Association veterinarian 
Scott Horst commented regarding the association veterinarian.  I just am little concerned with why they 
want to nix the veterinarian from seeing the horses on race day.  That is the safety of the horse and the 
jockey.   
 
The Director of Racing stated it was the responsibility of the Commission Veterinarian to advise 
the stewards if a horse is to receive a veterinarian’s scratch.  The wording is in place to give the 
commission veterinarian the authority to assign the responsibility to an association veterinarian if 
an emergency should occur. 
 
Commissioner Secrest made the motion to leave proposed rule change as is.  Commissioner Weir 
seconded the motion.  All voted aye and motion passed. 
 
69.5-01-05-02 Licensing Fees 
John Bubel asked what is the justification for raising the fees and where does the money go?  He thought 
the fees should be left as they were. 
 
Scott Horst asked when or if the licensing fees are raised, do they go into the general fund, breeders’ 
fund or into the promotion fund?  Do they get split up amongst the three or do they do go all into one? 
 
Doug DeMontigny commented on the proposed increase in fees for all the activities that his position on 
this was that the increases were excessive and don’t know that it is necessary.  I am opposed to these 
drastic fee increases in every aspect of racing. 
 
The Director of Racing stated the fees go directly into the Administrative Fund and that fees 
haven’t been increased in nearly 20 years.  In the past five years, nearly $2,000,000 has been paid 
to owners and breeders of ND Certified Bred runners and it appears the increased fees would be 
justified.  The state auditor’s office in their last audit recommended raising fees.   
 
Commissioner Pladson made the motion to adopt proposed rule as drafted with no additional 
changes.  Commissioner Secrest seconded the motion.  All voted aye.  Motion passed.  
69.5-01-09-01 North Dakota Breeders’ Fund 
John Bubel commented that on subsection 1 where the items that have been crossed out should be left 
as was.  That was put in for good reason and that should stay there.  Subsection 3 should be left as it 
was.  It appears that what they are trying to do is to make it legal to make us register a foal and re-
register it as a broodmare which it was never intended to do.  If left as it was it works. 
 
Scott Horst, commented on #1, to continue through the age of six years, I would like to put up to eight 
years old on that for the Thoroughbred people.  Not over eight years just because of some of these guys 
that run their horses two or three races, certain races, till they are age 15 referring to trotters. 
 
Richard Nevins, representing the ND Quarter Horse Racing Association, commented that they want the 
words to stay the same in subsection 1, “For the purposes of awards and purse supplements, such 
accreditation for horses racing shall continue through the age of six. “ 
 
Richard Nevins, commented on subsection 3, we want to leave the word “Mare” and not change it to 
“Broodmare”. 
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Written comments were received by Angie Cameron that the ND Breed Fund to be left as it is.  Don and 
Karen Cameron’s written comment was also that the ND Breed Fund to be left as it is. 
 
Concerning John Bubel’s comments under subsection #1, Chairman Clement wanted to leave the 
rule as proposed to encourage the breeders and owners to be able to continue racing Certified 
Bred as long as they were competitive.      
 
Concerning Scott Horst’s comments under subsection #1, the commissioners stated that 
breeders should be rewarded for raising horses that are capable of competing as the runners get 
older.  All breeds should be considered equal and the proposed rules regarding age restriction 
treats all equally.  Horses should be allowed to receive breeders’ awards if they have the ability to 
continue racing successfully.   
 
Regarding subsection #1 “Accredited North Dakota-bred horse”, Commissioner Secrest made the 
motion to leave proposed rule change as is and no change due to comments.  Commissioner 
Pladson seconded the motion.  All voted aye.  Motion passed. 
 
In regards to subsection #3, it was determined by the majority of the commissioners that the term 
broodmare clearly defines that the mare is being used for breeding.   The hand out provided to the 
commissioners explained in the racing industry’s glossary of racing terms, a broodmare is a mare 
used for breeding purposes.  
 
Regarding subsection #3 “North Dakota-bred”, Commissioner Pladson made the motion to adopt 
the proposed rule change as drafted with no changes made due to comments.  Commissioner 
Secrest seconded the motion.  Pladson-Y, Clement-N, Weir-Y, Secrest-Y, Frederick-N.  Motion 
carried. 
 
69.5-01-09-02  Registration and requirements for North Dakota-bred eligibility. 
John Bubel commented on regarding #2, Broodmare registration, would like added “a broodmare is 
defined as a mare and or foal registered with the ND Racing Commission”.  When you register a horse 
with AQHA they don’t ask to register it as a foal it is registered as a mare or a stallion.  The ND Racing 
Commission could be the same as one of the major breed organization is, they don’t register them as a 
foal.  On 2a the registration fee of twenty dollars could stay at ten dollars.  If the money is going into the 
breed fund that is one thing but if it is not that is totally another. 
 
#2b.  John Bubel commented that the new part could just be left out because once they are in the system 
they should always be a broodmare.  They are always a mare.  The new part should not be put in there. 
 
#3a Stallion registration.  John Bubel commented that “or the registration renewed” taken out because 
you have already put that horse in once when it was born and no reason to put it back in. 
 
#4 Foal registration - John Bubel commented the word foal could be eliminated and just be registration 
and certification.  When it is born it is a horse. 
 
Richard Nevins commented on subsection 2, Broodmare registration.  ”A broodmare is defined as a 
mare” is what we would like to have put in there.  
 
Scott Horst commented that currently there is a ten dollar fee to register your foal before the age of 1, age 
1 to age 2 it is $1,000 to register as ND foal, after that they are no longer eligible to receive bred point 
money or run in restricted races.  I would like to go from age 2 to 3 for at least a $2,000 fee.  Let these 
horses if they are there to run in these races.  I would like for just add on of “a $2,000 fee for ages 2 – 3 to 
stamp as ND certified”. 
 
John Bubel commented he would like the registration fees for foals, broodmare and stallions to stay as 
they were.   
 



ND Racing Commission 
October 2, 2007 Meeting 
Page 5 
 
 
The Director of Racing stated that by the glossary of racing terms a broodmare is a mare used for 
breeding purposes.  If the industry is going to allow breeders to live in other states and raise 
Certified ND Breds then we need to have documentation verifying where the broodmares are 
located and what they are being used for.  Other states require similar registration requirements, 
as was indicated in the handout provided to the commissioners for the state of Minnesota’s 
broodmare registration requirements.    
 
Commissioner Pladson stated that this matter was dealt with at the previous commission meeting 
with a motion that clarified the definition of North Dakota-bred which means a foal born in North 
Dakota out of a broodmare registered as a broodmare with the North Dakota racing commission. 
 
Commissioner Pladson made the motion to adopt the 69.5-01-09-02 rule as drafted with no 
changes.   Commissioner Secrest seconded the motion.  Secrest-Y, Pladson-Y, Weir-Y, Clement-N, 
Frederick-N.  Motion carried. 
 
In regards to Scott Horst’s request to allow a foal to be registered as a 2-3 year old at an increased 
fee of $2,000, the commission determined the breeders at the present time have ample 
opportunity to certify a foal. 
 
Commissioner Secrest made the motion to adopt the rule change as drafted regarding the 
registration fees for a foal.  Commissioner Pladson seconded the motion.  All voted aye.  Motion 
passed. 
 
69.5-01-09-03 Administration of North Dakota breeders’ fund program 
John Bubel requested #2 to be left as it was. 
 
Richard Nevins commented we would like it left as is in subsection #1, and in subsection #2, we would 
like to leave in the wording, “the official registering agency shall provide the commission”.  That way we 
are not doing double reporting for whoever is going to do the bred points, the foal registration and stuff, 
the commission shouldn’t have to go back and redo it. 
 
69.5-01-09-03 (Breeders Fund), 69.5-01-10-01 (Purse Fund), 69.5-01-12-02 (Promotion Fund) 
Doug DeMontigny commented on the taxation on the three special funds.  They all say the same and they 
all make the same change in language.  The racing commission shall make deduction of from each pari-
mutuel pool rather then specifying the percentage.  This allows for differentiation between walk ups 
taxation and game room volume betting.  Another change is that the equal consideration among the three 
funds goes away.  I would like to see the language remain in place that would require equal treatment 
among the three funds as before and the actual percentage left up to the racing commission and they 
would assign whatever the market would bear in terms of taxation. 
 
The Director of Racing pointed out that the new law specifically provides the amount to be put in 
each fund.  The changes stated in the rules declare deductions shall be made as provided by the 
ND Century Code.  The commission does not have any discretion in the amount to deduct as the 
deduction is determined according to the law.  We did not see the need to be redundant by putting 
it in the rule as well.   
 
Commissioner Secrest made the motion to leave the rule as drafted and Commissioner Pladson 
seconded the motion.  All voted aye.  Motion passed. 
 
69.5-01-09-10 Distribution of funds for North Dakota-bred pari-mutuel pari-mutuel races.  
John Bubel stated they would like to have scratched the new part that is written “in trials” because we 
have had a minimum purse of $1,000 and we have seen highs and lows in amount of money available for 
purses and we feel that everything should just stay at $1,000 and the “in trials, fifteen hundred dollars in 
all other races” should not be put in.  We feel very strongly that the new part “in races restricted to 
certified North Dakota bred horses” be left out. 
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Scott Horst commented on #1 “in races restricted to certified North Dakota bred horses, where the purse 
for such race is funded by the breeder’s fund”, there we are talking about breeders’ fund money, funding 
races, which I am strongly against, and no additional points, right there so they want to use breeders’ 
fund money to fund your race and then not give you any points.  I strongly disagree on this.  According to 
this there will not be any breed points given out at the end of the year. 
 
John Bubel commented on subsection 6, which the whole section was struck out, we would like to see 
that whole section stay in.  We would like the last line left out where it says January 15th of the year, 
following these races.  
 
Richard Nevins commented in the bottom line of subsection #1 “In race’s restricted to certified North 
Dakota bred horses, where the purse for such race is funded by the breeder’s fund, no additional points 
will be paid to the owners of runners in such races”, we would like that taken out of there. 
 
Richard Nevins commented on subsection 6, we would like that left in there, “no more than a total of ten 
race awards per horse will be permitted.”  
 
John Bubel’s written comments were an overall review of his statements given at the hearing regarding all 
the rules. 
 
Doug DeMontigny commented I am endorsing John Bubel’s comments in areas that he did comment on.  
 
In regards to John Bubel’s comments, for breeders’ awards a minimum purse of $1,000 in trials 
and $1,500 in other races, the above comments were previously addressed and agreed upon at an 
open meeting.  
 
In regards to John Bubel, Richard Nevis, Doug DeMontigny and Scott Horst’s comments 
regarding subsection #1, after lengthy discussion by Chairman Clement and Commissioners 
Secrest, Pladson, and Weir, it was determined by the majority of the commissioners that since 
breed fund money is used to fund the purse for certified ND Bred races, the owners of those 
runners would receive their share of the breeders award from the purse at the time the race was 
run.   
 
In regards to John Bubel and Richard Nevins’ comments on subsection #6, the majority of the 
commissioners decided if a horse was deserving of the awards allow them to receive the awards. 
 
Commissioner Pladson made the motion to approve the rule 69.5-01-09-10 change as drafted.  
Commissioner Secrest seconded the motion.  Clement-N, Frederick-N, Secrest-Y, Pladson-Y, Weir-
Y.  Motion carried. 
 
Commissioner Secrest made the motion to adopt the proposed administrative rules as drafted 
with no additional changes.  Commissioner Pladson seconded the motion.  All vote aye.  Motion 
passed. 
 
13. Additional other business before the commission  
 

Commissioner Frederick handed out a Simulcast Site Operator License Application for Sky 
Dancer Casino.  Mike Cichy of Premier Turf Club indicated this request was for account wagering 
and requested this item be placed on the next meeting’s agenda. 

 
14.   Adjournment 

A motion was made to adjourn the meeting.  (Pladson/Secrest/unanimous) 
The meeting was adjourned at 3:03 p.m. 
 


