
division of economic development & finance

Linda Butts, Director, Economic Development & Finance
www.growingnd.com   4dakota@state.nd.us   phone: 701-328-5300 or 1-866-4dakota

N O R T H  D A K O TA
Department of Commerce

commerce matters
Soybean crushing facility under construction
Last fall, Gov. John Hoeven joined state, regional and local

officials to break ground for Northwood Mills LLC, a soybean

crushing facility located just outside of Northwood, ND, and

today, facility construction is six weeks ahead of schedule.

“Value-added agriculture is an important industry for growing

and diversifying our local economies,” Hoeven said, “and when

we work together to add value to North Dakota’s commodities,

great things happen for our farmers, our food processors and

our citizens. The city of Northwood, along with more than a

dozen partners, has worked hard to make this high-value

project a reality, bringing new jobs, revenue and opportunities

to the region. I congratulate them all.”

When operational, Northwood Mills will run five days a week,

24 hours per day. The expectation is for the plant to produce

product seven days a week, 24 hours per day, once markets

are established. The company expects to employ 17 full-time

people.

Project partners include: Northwood Mills LLC, American

Federal Bank (Northwood, Fargo), the Governor’s Office, Bank

of North Dakota, the city of Northwood, Grand Forks Region

Economic Development Corporation, North Dakota Department

of Commerce — the Agricultural Products Utilization Commis-

sion, Business Development team, Community Services Block

Grant program, North Dakota Development Fund, the Small

Business Development Center of Grand Forks — North Dakota

Department of Transportation, North Dakota Soybean Council,

Northwood Economic Development Foundation, Red River

Regional Council and USDA Rural Development. !

Ambassador program
receives national award;
Commissioner Goettle
reorganizes department
There is good news occurring all

across North Dakota as you will read

in this issue of commerce matters.
Indeed one of our programs received

a national award and our Department

of Commerce welcomed a new

commissioner. Please read on and be

sure to send us news from your region, too.

•  The North Dakota Department of CommerceThe North Dakota Department of CommerceThe North Dakota Department of CommerceThe North Dakota Department of CommerceThe North Dakota Department of Commerce

Ambassador ProgramAmbassador ProgramAmbassador ProgramAmbassador ProgramAmbassador Program was named the Best Program of the

Year by Business Facilities Magazine and was featured in the

December 2005 issue distributed to more than 40,000

corporate executives.

Ingersoll Rand CEO Herb Henkel (left) and Gov. John Hoeven
exchange “remarks” when the Governor presented Henkel with a LUV
ND license plate for his work to promote North Dakota and the
state’s competitive business advantages.
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EEREEREEREEREERC named National CentC named National CentC named National CentC named National CentC named National Center fer fer fer fer for Hydror Hydror Hydror Hydror Hydrogen Togen Togen Togen Togen Technologyechnologyechnologyechnologyechnology

A delegation from the U.S. Department of Defense (DoD) is

interested in military applications for several innovative

alternative and renewable fuel technologies being developed

at the Energy and Environ-

mental Research Center

(EERC). Of particular interest

to the Pentagon are the

EERC’s various hydrogen

technologies. The North

Dakota Centers of Excellence

Commission, the selection

body for the Governor’s

Centers of Excellence

program, recently recom-

mended the EERC be

awarded $2.5 million toward

the building of a new $3

million facility for its National

Center for Hydrogen Technol-

ogy (NCHT). The 15,000-square-foot NCHT facility is expected

to create 100 new high-paying technical jobs and attract $50

million in research contracts in the short term.

ADM will construct biodiesel plant in VelvaADM will construct biodiesel plant in VelvaADM will construct biodiesel plant in VelvaADM will construct biodiesel plant in VelvaADM will construct biodiesel plant in Velva

Archer Daniels Midland Co. will construct a new 50-million

gallon biodiesel plant adjacent to the company’s canola

crushing plant in Velva. The new facility will convert canola oil

from the plant into biodiesel fuel, and use the equivalent of

600,000 acres or 400,000 – 450,000 tons of canola, adding

further value to the crop. The facility has tripled production of

canola oil in recent years.

Work on coal liquefaction plant continuesWork on coal liquefaction plant continuesWork on coal liquefaction plant continuesWork on coal liquefaction plant continuesWork on coal liquefaction plant continues

Gov. John Hoeven and partners in a Memorandum of Under-
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“The Ambassador’s Program is incredibly effective for us,” Gov.

John Hoeven said. “Marketing North Dakota nationally is a top

priority. Receiving this kind of recognition...certainly helps us

demonstrate our innovation and our commitment to growth

and prosperity to a valuable audience of corporate leaders.”

According to judge Philip Anderson, CEO of the international

consulting firm P.W. Anderson & Partners, Inc., “The North

Dakota Department of Commerce’s Ambassador Program has

demonstrated targeted innovativeness by leveraging talented

and ambitious North Dakota alumni to help develop the state.

This unique approach has yielded impressive results and

underlines the importance of carefully researching and

exploiting an area’s less obvious strengths.” To learn more

about the Ambassador Program or to become an ambassador,

visit the program website at http://www.luvnd.com

• Shane Goettle assumed leadershipShane Goettle assumed leadershipShane Goettle assumed leadershipShane Goettle assumed leadershipShane Goettle assumed leadership of the Department

of Commerce as Commissioner on Nov. 30 and has an-

nounced changes to reorganize the department to better meet

its strategic directions. Paul Govig was named Deputy Commis-

sioner. Paul will retain his previous role as director of the

Community Services Division of Commerce. Justin Dever was

named special assistant to the commissioner. The commis-

sioner elevated marketing from a program of the Economic

Development & Finance Division to a Commerce-wide func-

tion. Tracy Finneman was named marketing services manager

and Adele Geiger remains as a part-time marketing/communi-

cations specialist under contract. Julie Fedorchak was named

communications director under a part-time contract, and Pam

Trhlik was hired as a full-time marketing/communications

specialist. ! !

State’s energy industry is booming
The buzz word is energy and North Dakota is at the forefront.

Take a look at the exciting advancements occurring:

In the near future researchers at
the EERC at UND will have more
than $20 million in contracts
related to hydrogen and fuel cell
technologies.

continued on next page
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standing (MOU) working toward building a coal-to-liquid fuels

facility near Underwood met with U.S. Department of Defense

officials to discuss potential military uses for the coal-derived

products. The Pentagon is especially interested in the clean jet

and diesel fuels produced from coal liquefaction. The MOU

calls for an initial investment for the state of $750 million, and

up to $3 billion over time, as well as the creation of hundreds

of jobs.

Feasibility of joint lignite-fueled generating stationFeasibility of joint lignite-fueled generating stationFeasibility of joint lignite-fueled generating stationFeasibility of joint lignite-fueled generating stationFeasibility of joint lignite-fueled generating station

exploredexploredexploredexploredexplored

Montana Dakota Utilities, Co., Minnesota Power, Basin Electric

Power Cooperative and Minnkota Power Cooperative con-

cluded a project development agreement to explore the

feasibility of a joint lignite-fueled generating station near the

existing Milton R. Young generating station near Center, ND. The

new plant would come online in 2015, a time when the region

is projected to need the additional capacity, according to the

partners.

New Wilton WindNew Wilton WindNew Wilton WindNew Wilton WindNew Wilton Wind

Energy Center plannedEnergy Center plannedEnergy Center plannedEnergy Center plannedEnergy Center planned

Gov. John Hoeven and

officials of Basin Electric

Power Cooperative and

FPL Energy broke ground

on a new 49.5 megawatt,

33-tower wind energy

center southeast of

Wilton. The facility will

generate enough electri-

cal energy to power

15,000 homes. It will be

constructed on an 8,000-

acre plot southeast of

Wilton. !

Governor’s Choice for Economic Development
Award Winners Announced
Connie Ova of the Jamestown Stutsman Development Corpora-

tion in Jamestown; Kathleen Gaddie of Ryan Chevrolet, Ryan

GMC and Ryan Auto Sales in Minot; Mark Nisbet of Xcel Energy

in Fargo; and Cirrus Design Corporation of Grand Forks received

the 2005 Governor’s Choice for Economic Development

Awards. A special Governor’s Choice Award for Visionary

Economic Development was presented to North Dakota

Department of Commerce Commissioner Lee Peterson.

Incoming Commerce Commissioner Shane Goettle and

Outgoing Commerce Commissioner Lee Peterson presented

the awards during the fall meeting of the Economic Develop-

ment Association of North Dakota. Other Governor’s Choice for

Economic Development award nominees are the following:

• Bob Kudma, Adams County Development Corporation,

Hettinger;

• Richard Becker, Becker Marketing Consultants and BacTee

Systems, Inc., Grand Forks;

Another wind farm like this one in the
Kulm-Edgeley area will soon be
operational near Wilton, ND, and will
provide enough electricity to power
15,000 homes. Photo courtesy of Joy
Poolman.

Connie Ova, president of the Jamestown Stutsman Development
Corporation, received the 2005 Governor’s Choice for Economic
Development award as the Professional Developer of the Year. She is
pictured with Commerce Commissioner Shane Goettle (left) and former
Commissioner Lee Peterson.
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• Red Trail Energy, LLC, Richardton Development Company,

Richardton;

• Dakota Brands International, Inc., Jamestown;

• Eagle Creek Software Services, Valley City; and

• Theodore Roosevelt Medora Foundation, Bismarck. !

Winnipeg-based manufacturer begins
production in Jamestown

State, local and company officials welcomed the first week of

production at a new manufacturing facility in Jamestown, ND.

One of the largest metal fabricators in western Canada, Champ

Industries selected Jamestown as its first U.S. location. The

company will manufacture bus frames at its 9,000 square-foot

Jamestown facility. The company currently has eight employees

and expects to grow to 40 employees in five years. When

operating at full capacity, the company will run five days a week

and 16 hours per day. Partners on the project include: Champ

Industries, Jamestown Stutsman Development Corporation,

North Dakota Department of Commerce, and Job Service

North Dakota. !

TD MEP launches supplier development program
Several legislative initiatives were developed to further our

state’s economic growth during the 2005 session. One of

those was the Dakota Manufacturing Initiative to be carried out

by the Department of Commerce with The Dakota Manufactur-

ing Extension Partnership.

On February 7th, The Dakota Manufacturer’s Extension Partner-

ship and the Department of Commerce launched an innovative

OEM/supplier development program. This program was

developed and tested by the Manufacturing Extension Partner-

ship (MEP) with a consortium of three of the North Central

region’s most important manufacturers; John Deere, Harley

Davidson and Oshkosh Truck, and many of their suppliers.

The program has received

national attention, and

returns from the program

are promising as these

supply chains are improving

their global competitive-

ness. The supplier compa-

nies are becoming more

productive and profitable in

a partnership that includes

the OEM, the supplier

company and the MEP. for

more information about this

initiative, contact TD MEP at 701-328-5476 or email

rschwartz@ndmep.com !

North Dakota leads several national rankings
Check out these rankings that place North Dakota near the top

in several areas related to our positive business climate:

• North Dakota and Nevada are the only two states in the

nation to grow manufacturing employment from 2000-

2004. North Dakota’s growth was 1,900 jobs, and

manufacturing is now a full 10 percent of the state’s total

gross product – up from six percent in the 90s. (U.S.

Bureau of Economic Analysis)

• The Tax Foundation ranks North Dakota #42 for our state

and local tax burden. (January 2006)

• Economy.com ranked Bismarck #3 and Fargo #4 for most

favorable metros that have the potential to attract busi-

nesses and households. (January 2006)

• North Dakota ranks #2 with the lowest costs of doing

business according to the 2005 Cost-of-Doing-Business

Index from the Milken Institute.

• North Dakota moved from #11 to #6 in the State Eco-

nomic Competitiveness rankings by Beacon Hill Institute.

(December 2005) !

The newly formed Dakota
Manufacturing Initiative offers an
OEM/supplier development program
that will be valuable to manufacturers
such as Bobcat Company.


