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NORTH DAKOTA WORKFORCE DEVELOPMENT COUNCIL  

PLANNING COMMITTEE 
 

MINUTES 
June 08, 2009 

 
A meeting of the North Dakota Workforce Development Council – Planning Committee 
held at 1:00 p.m. on June 08, 2009 via teleconference at the North Dakota Department 
of Commerce, Icelandic Conference Room.   
 
MEMBERS PRESENT: David Ellingson (teleconf), Jim Hirsch, Cathy Kruse (teleconf), 
and Jim Walker. 
 
EXOFFICIO MEMBERS ABSENT: Maren Daley, Valerie Fischer, and Wayne Kutzer. 
 
MEMBERS ABSENT:  Leo Cummings, Candice Dietz, David Gipp, and Jane Priebe.   
 
GUESTS PRESENT:  Wanda Bye, Susan Gunsch, Cheryl Leach, Nancy McKenzie, 
and Beth Zander. 
 
 
CALL TO ORDER: 
 

Welcome & Introductions:  Jim Walker provided a welcome and introductions. 
 

Administrative Announcements:  None 
 
APPROVAL OF AGENDA:  By consensus the agenda was adopted as published. 
 
NEW BUSINESS:   
 
Status on Modification Two of the ND Strategic Five-Year State Plan for Title I of 
the WIA of 1998 and Wagner-Peyser Act. 

 
Public Comment:  Jim Hirsch mentioned that a planning checklist was sent out to 
all the workgroup members and individuals were assigned to pull together and 
review sections of the plan.  A draft was then issued and reviewed with the 
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Workforce Development Council at the April meeting. The draft was then finalized 
and sent out to the Council and solicitation for public comment on May 15, 2009.  
We did receive two comments which suggested a few changes to the document.  
Marsha Krotseng and Susan Gunsch also passed along a few minor edits to the 
document.   

 
MOTION: Dave Ellingson moved to accept the corrections to the Modification 
Two of the ND Strategic Five-Year State Plan.  Cathy Kruse seconded the 
motion.  Motion carried. 

  
WIA Incentive Awards for 2008 Funds:  Jim Hirsch reported that we didn’t qualify for 
the incentive award funding.  Each of the agencies reported that they were quite sure 
they met the performance indicators; therefore we went ahead with the requests for 
proposals and took action in order to be ready if we were awarded the funding. We later 
found out that ND was not on the list. The youth literacy and numeric goals were not 
met. Jim Hirsch noted that even if we would have made the literacy and numeric goals 
we wouldn’t have made the adult education performance indicators through the 
Department of Public Instruction.  Jim reported that it has been three years in a row we 
have missed the performance indicators, costing the state $750,000 each time.  Jim 
mentioned that the Planning Committee could recommend a workgroup of the three 
agencies responsible for meeting the performance indicators to dig deeper into the 
reasons why these goals are not met and recommend service model changes that will 
address the situation.  Jim mentioned that the literacy and numeric will probably never 
be met; as a result, this is an area we need to review in order to figure out how we can 
accomplish this goal. 
 

MOTION:  Cathy Kruse moved to recommend the Chair of the Workforce 
Development Council appoint a committee to work with the three state 
agencies to identify barriers in the delivery service model so the State can 
meet the performance goals.  Dave Ellingson seconded the motion.  Motion 
carried. 

 
ADJOURNMENT: 
 

MOTION: Dave Ellingson moved to adjourn the meeting at 1:45 p.m.  Cathy 
Kruse seconded the motion.  Motion carried. 
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