
 

ND Educational Technology Council 
Minutes 

November 9, 2006         
9:00 AM-12:30 PM 

 
Members present: Art Conklin Tom Cummings 
Tom Eberle Lisa Feldner Chris Kalash 
Darin King Wayne Kutzer Debby Marshall 
Bev Nielson Randall Thursby  
Members Absent:  Shawneen Voiles  
Staff Present: Dan Pullen Jody French 
Jon Skaare   
 

Art Conklin, Chair, called the meeting to order at 9:00 am. 
 
Introduction of Guests

 Tricia Lang, DPI, attended the meeting in place of Anita Decker.  Brandy Peterson, ITD,  
was recording secretary. 
 
Correspondence   

Dan and Lisa received a thank you for the presentation to the North Dakota School Board 
Association Conference. 
 
Approval of Agenda 
 School Board Association linkage report was moved forward on the agenda as Bev will 
need to leave at noon.   
  
Consent Agenda  

 
The September 7 minutes and the financial report were removed from the consent 

agenda.  Chris Kalash cited two errors in the minutes.  Page two, last line in 2007-09 budget 
request report, was ‘is’ should be ‘in’; and Page three, second line of the ‘NDAC’ report, was 
‘NWA’ should be ‘NWEA’. Wayne Kutzer corrected that the funding was recommended not 
received.  The grant is for technical, not technology.   

 
Dan reported that the ETC budget is on track.  The $10,000 video grant award for 

Richardton-Taylor was turned back.  Schools which received partially funding for their 
Classroom Transformation Grants were awarded full funding using the grant money which was 
declined by Richardton. 

 
Debby Marshall moved to approve the consent agenda items.  Tom Eberle seconded the 

motion, which passed unanimously.   
 

Recognition Activities 
 Art Conklin was elected NDCEL chair. 
   
 
  

Approved 8 February 2007 



 

Old Business 
 The U.S. Department of Education does not give much guidance for how to report on the 
8th grade technology assessment.  The plan for next year is to have questions written to directly 
address the NCLB requirements.  The results will then be part of the DPI consolidated reporting.  
North Dakota currently uses the Professional Competency Continuum (PCC) self-assessment 
survey.  This survey has been used each year since 1998.  The 2006-07 school year will be the 
PCC’s last year. The NDATL and DPI has form a subcommittee to determine what will replace 
the PCC.   
 
New Business 
 Legislative Initiative – The primary focus of the initiative is to get the budget passed.  
The budget request is to fund current operations and projects.  ETC has included a funding 
request for data warehousing costs.  The ETC will be asking for additional funding for new 
programs, Atomic Learning and to pay for part of the Unified Video Streaming costs.  
   
Policy Reviews  (Written reports made available by Dan Pullen , Jody French and Jon Skaare) 
 
 R-1 Continuous System Improvement – Dan Pullen reported that a $25,000 grant was 
awarded to North Dakota teachers by the Qwest Foundation for ten grants of $2,500 each.  
Applications are being received for those grants.  The Classroom Transformation Grant projects 
are being implemented.  The state IT plan is in production. (see enclosed information for the K-
12 section)   Jody French reported on the sophomore survey.  The survey focused on how 
students use technology -- entertainment vs education.  The results showed that student use 
technology for social networking.  EduTech staff member Wayne Wermager is no longer 
employed  
 The goal for the future is to continuously use the most cost effective technology that is 
available.  The staff will raise awareness to the Council and other educators as to what is 
available.   
 
 R-2 Coordinated Educational Technology Systems – Dan Pullen reported that the E-Rate 
application for 2006-07 has been awarded funding.  EduTech continues to recruit to fill the West 
Central Region Information Technology Specialist position.  Over 140 participants attended the 
IT security conference hosted by EduTech. 
  
 
 R-3 Distance Education Delivering Comprehensive Curriculum – Dan Pullen reported 
that the E-Rate Team is investigating the use of E-Rate funding for video equipment.  There is 
strong need to replace video equipment throughout the state.  Applying for E-Rate funds for this 
purpose is complicated.  North Dakota will not submit an application for video 
equipment/connections for the 2007-08 year.  Jody French reported that the Megaconference was 
well received.  The Megaconference Jr is coming up for all of K-12. The video consortium 
directors will begin holding regular meetings.  Jon Skaare reported that the NDIS enrollments are 
close to the previous quarter’s report.  More fees have been collected on those enrollments.  The 
Attorney General is drafting the bill to change the name from The North Dakota Division of 
Independent Study to the North Dakota Center for Distance Education.  The staff members are 
designing and redesigning courses on demand.   
 Future considerations include the advisability of continuing to offer the Fourth and Fifth 
grade curriculums at NDIS.  The enrollments for those grade levels are very low.  The NDIS 
continues to offer any class to North Dakota schools via videoconferencing.  Their video 



 

equipment needs to be replaced if this service is continued to be offered.  NDIS will work with 
EduTech concerning the equipment upgrade.   
 
 
 R-4 Professional Development – Jody French reported that EduTech is sponsoring an 
Atomic Learning contest.  Tim Kadrmas, EduTech, presented E-Rate training in six regions 
across North Dakota.   
 
 R-5 System Integrity and Stability – Jody French reported that a new anti-virus version 
has been installed.  Most of the K-12 computers statewide have been moved to the new version.  
EduTech continues to work on establishing best practices for using wireless connections.  Best 
practice use of wireless connections should be uniform across K-12, Higher Education and State 
Government.    EduTech provided wireless training on best practices at the fall NDATL meeting. 
 

 
Council Development 
 Dan Pullen presented an overview of the SAVIA Data Warehouse progress in North 
Dakota K-12 schools.   
  
Council, Staff and Linkage Reports 
 NDATL - Darin King reported that NDATL sponsors a hospitality room at the fall 
NDCEL meeting.  NDATL sponsors two conferences each year.   Face-to-Face conferences are  
held in September and April.  The NDATL will be involved in ETC legislative initiatives as 
requested. 
 
 NDSBA – Bev Nielson reported that the 2007 NDSBA conference will focus on 
educational technology.  Bev asked for program ideas for the conference. 
 
 NDCEL – Art Conklin stated that NDCEL is looking at the pending legislation and 
potential requirements.  Both the P16 and JPA are issues of concern for administrators.  The 
group is determining what issues to support in the coming legislative session. 
 
 DPI – Chris Kalash provided a written report. 
 
 SANS – Tom Eberle announced that approximately 7,000 students are enrolled in North 
Dakota non-public schools.  The SANS lobbyist monitors bills to prevent legislation from 
harming the non-public schools.  The non-public schools appreciate having access to the state 
network for internet access and connectivity.   
 
 NDSESC – Tom Cummings provided a written report.  He stated that a pilot project 
sponsored by Minot State University is addressing the new requirements for speech and language 
teachers.   
 
 The meeting was adjourned at 11:30 a.m. 
 
 
 
Brandi Peterson , recorder 
Submitted by Deborah Janzen 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


