
 
 

 
Art called the meeting to order 1:30 pm. 

 
Introduction of Guests 

 
Bob Christmann, DPI Deputy Superintendent  
 

Approval of Agenda 
 

Wayne Kutzer moved to approve the agenda; Tom Eberle seconded the motion which passed 
unanimously. 

 
Consent Agenda  
 

Rich Lehn moved to approve the consent agenda; Debby Marshall seconded the motion which passed 
unanimously. 

 
New Business 
 

Darin posts a Legislative Update blog entry each Friday on the ETC website.  The bills he is 
following: 

 
• HB 1307 requires schools to post a detailed curriculum on school websites.  Darin testified 

against this bill.    
• HB 1202 exempts enhanced 911 and next generation 911 communications services from using 

the state wide area network services.  Darin may not need to testify on this bill.  
• SB 2021 is the ITD appropriations bill, which includes funding for ETC, ND CDE and EduTech. 
• HB 1319 is the DPI appropriations bill for state aid. This includes the funding for PowerSchool. 
 

Council Development 
 

Darin King described Active Directory project.  The goal is to combine a number of authentication 
directories into the same directory structure.   The Active Directory Task Force is currently working 
on the K-12 and EduTech platforms.     
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The Task Force is planning to begin building the Active Directory by the end of the 2012-13 school 
year.   The goal is to have the directory online during summer 2013 and active for the 2013-14 school 
year.   

     
Jody suggested an Office 365 update for Council Development for a future meeting.  Darin is hoping 
for a tour of the new system at a future Council Meeting.   

                                                                                                                                                     
Policy Reviews  

Executive Limitations 
 

Tom Eberle moved to affirm that all of the Executive Limitations are in compliance.  Steve Snow 
seconded the motion which passed unanimously. 

 
Progress Report on Results Policies 

R-1 Continuous System Improvement  
 

Jody stated that the EduTech website will be changing by July 1, 2013.  One of the goals is to 
make the site accessible on mobile and tablet devices. 
 
Alan announced CDE performance measures are beginning to show completion rates 35-40% 
prior to 2010.  Completion rates now are slightly under 90%.  50% of North Dakota students 
are at B level grades or above. 
 

R-2 Coordinated Educational Technology System   
 

To maintain a robust statewide network the bandwidth needs to continually increase, to provide 
security at the local level, and to filter content with greater availability that will provide users 
with increased data.  The conversation concerning filtering needs is beginning. 

 
EduTech is receiving more requests from teacher training programs for pre-service training.  
The teacher training departments recognize that there students need to know what technology 
resources are available when they enter their teaching positions.  

 
CDE purchases or leases a number of software programs.  CDE needs better support from the 
vendors.  Management staff member met six vendors asking for better service from each 
company.  The vendors cleared up several problems. From this time performance expectations 
will be included into contracts.    

 
R-3 Distance Education Delivering Comprehensive Curriculum    

 
CDE is completing a course with NDSU and UND based on a product “Educator Effectiveness 
System” is comprised of three components: PD 360, which provides a library of best practices; 



 
 

Common Core 360, focused applications of Common Core practices; and Observer 360, 
designed for staff members who assess teachers.   

 
R-4 Professional Development   

 
Dave Skogen, EduTech ERate Coordinator, scheduled help days for completing E-Rate 
applications.  These ERate Help Days received positive responses from the administrators who 
attended. 
 

R-5 System Integrity and Stability  
 

Cory Steiner, Data Steward, has improved the understanding of the SLDS initiative among 
educators throughout North Dakota. 
 
EduTech is changing security support.  Information on the security options and process is on 
the EduTech website. 
 
Cory is setting up a training process for administrative assistants to insure that the data that is 
entered is clean. 
 
ETC and EduTech are assembling a PowerSchool disaster recovery plan. A redundant site is 
being built in Mandan. 

 
Debriefing  
Four responses received indicated a satisfactory meeting with one comment 
 

• Enjoyed the meeting--we would have more to discuss if it were further into the session 
and we knew where the problems were going to be. 

 
Next Meeting is Thursday, May 9, 2013 11:00-2:00 held in ITD North Training Center in Bismarck. 
 
Art adjourned the meeting at 2:30 pm.  
 


