
NORTH DAKOTA EDUCATIONAL TECHNOLOGY COUNCIL 
MEETING MINUTES 

APRIL 30, 2014 
 

 
Present:  Tom Eberle Jeff Fastnacht Lisa Feldner 
Nick Klemisch Debby Marshall Mike Ressler Craig Nansen 
Lawrence King Matt Strinden for Kirsten Baesler  
Absent: Wayne Kutzer Steve Snow  
Staff: Jody French Deborah Janzen  

 
Tom called the meeting to Order at 9:05.   
 
Introduction of Guests 

Louise Dardis, Succeed 2020 Program Manager 
 
Correspondence  

Thank you note from Park River Classroom Transformation Grant recipient, Jana 
Gudmundson.  

 
Approval of Agenda 

 
Jody requested adding an agenda item to New Business to present information on her grant 
initiative for the 2015-17 biennium.  She also requested that item 10 on the agenda be moved 
to 8 and move the other items down. 

 
Jeff Fastnacht moved to accept the agenda as changed.  Nick Klemisch seconded the motion 
which passed unanimously. 

 
Consent Agenda  
 

Lisa Feldner moved to accept the minutes as presented.  Mike Ressler seconded the motion 
which passed unanimously. 

 
Debby Marshall moved to accept the financial report as presented.  Lawrence King seconded 
the motion which passed unanimously. 

 
Recognition activities 

 
ND CDE is in the process with the AdvancED on site meetings.   

 
Jim Hill Middle School was featured in an article in the Minot Daily News.  The Jim Hill 
sixth grade students spend some time each class period in a process “Genesis time” giving 
students time to work more in depth on a topic of their choosing.  The students presented 
their research after a few weeks of working on their topics.   
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EduTech staff members, Jeremy Holkup and Kelly Rexine, initiated #edchatnd, a Twitter 
discussion each Wednesday beginning at 9:00 pm.  The participation continues to grow.  The 
discussion has generated many great learning opportunities. 

 
New Business 
 

New Council Members Needed  
  

Tom Eberle requests nominations for Council members.  Tom Eberle and Amy Benz have 
resigned from the Council and will be replaced.    

  
Results Reporting Change 

 
Jody introduced an updated results policies indicators and reporting style for Council 
meetings.   
 
Lisa Feldner moved to accept the Results Policies updated indicators as presented.  Craig 
Nansen seconded the motion which was passed unanimously.  (Yes: Eberle, Feldner, King, 
Klemisch, Marshall, Nansen, Ressler, Strinden; Absent: Fastnacht, Kutzer, Snow) 

  
Technology Initiative for 2015-17 
 

Jody proposes to double the current grant funding for a one-time initiative during the 2015-
17 biennium and table the current grant programs for at least one biennium.  The goal is to 
improve student learning across the state building on 1:1 projects, Google classroom 
initiatives, and Office 365 deployment.  The description of the initiative will be updated at 
the September meeting. 

 
Other Business 

 
Appoint Nominating Committee  

 
Lisa Feldner and Nick Klemisch have volunteered to serve on the nominating committee.   
 
Lawrence King moved to accept the volunteers for the committee. Mike Ressler seconded the 
motion which passed unanimously. (Yes: Eberle, Feldner, King, Klemisch, Marshall, Nansen, 
Ressler; Absent: Fastnacht, Kutzer, Snow)  

 
Council Development 
 

Louise Dardis presented information on the Succeed 2020 project funded by the Hess 
Corporation. Succeed 2020 is a 5 year grant ending in 2017.   

 
Succeed 2020 aims to improve North Dakota's education and workforce development 
systems and increase students’ achievement in middle grades and high school, access to and 
success in postsecondary education, and preparation for 21st century careers.  
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The overarching goal for this initiative is bold and ambitious: successful transition from school 
to college and careers for all North Dakota students. 
 
Policy Reviews  

 
CD/R-5: Director Review 

 
Craig Nansen moves to retain the Director for the 2014-15 year.  Mike Ressler seconded the 
motion which passed unanimously.  (Yes: Eberle, Feldner, King, Klemisch, Marshall, Nansen, 
Ressler; Absent: Fastnacht, Kutzer, Snow)  
 
Craig Nansen moved to support the ITD procedure to determine salary increase.  Debby 
Marshall seconded the motion which passed unanimously.  (Yes: Eberle, Feldner, King, 
Klemisch, Marshall, Nansen, Ressler; Absent: Fastnacht, Kutzer, Snow)  

 
Progress Report on Results Policies 
 

Reports as distributed for the five Results Policies 
 
R-1 Continuous System Improvement 
R-2 Coordinated Educational Technology System  
R-3 Distance Education Delivering Comprehensive Curriculum  
R-4 Professional Development   
R-5 System Integrity and Stability  

 
Debriefing 
 

Four Council members responded.  All four indicated that the meeting with conducted 
according to Policy Governance.  Two members added comments 

1. Unfortunately we got disconnected before we finished the meeting.  
2. Great discussion.  

The next meeting is September 19, 2014, 9:00 am -12:00 pm via video. 
 
Tom adjourned the meeting at 11:00 am. 
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