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Together Everyone Achieves More 

October 2013 

Each year, Prairie Public Broadcasting partners 
with educators in North Dakota and Minnesota 
to host free, community-wide Family Literacy 
events. Teachers, principals, librarians, school 
staff, and community organizations serving 
young children are encouraged to apply for a 
grant to build early literacy awareness. The grant 
funds could assist with the planning, funding, 
and hosting Family Literacy events. 

 
Educators strive for ways to make learning exciting for young children. 
The 2014 Literacy Grant may be that opportunity. Grantees will receive 
funding, planning support, a PBS costume character for the event, a free 
book for every child in attendance, resources for families, and more.  
Title I programs may be particularly interested in this grant opportunity as 
parental involvement is a key element and requirement of Title I 
programming. Title I programs are required to provide opportunities to 
train parents and host an annual parent meeting. The 2014 Literacy Grant 
could be an avenue to support Title I parental involvement events at your 
school. 
 
 More information regarding this grant opportunity can be found online 

at www.prairiepublic.org/education/teachers/literacy-grant. 
 
 The grant deadline is December 15, 2013, so don’t wait! 

Prairie Public 
Parent Involvement Grants Available 

 
Apply Now for the 2014 Literacy Grant! 

North Dakota Department of Public Instruction 

Kirsten Baesler, State Superintendent 

Federal Title Programs and Special Education 

http://www.prairiepublic.org/education/teachers/literacy-grant�


On October 16, 2013, late into the evening, a decision was reached by Congress to 
reopen the government, raise the debt ceiling, and negotiate a budget. Unfortunately, 
they basically just kicked the can down the road instead of making a long-term 
decision, which would have provided federal funding for the 2014-2015 school year.  
 
The bill reopened the federal government through January 15, 2014. At that point, 
Congress will either pass another continuing resolution as a short-term solution, pass 
a bill providing federal funding for the 2014-2015 school year, or if a compromise 
cannot be reached, another government shutdown may occur. Most likely, a series of 
continuing resolutions will occur until late spring. Then again, in February, decisions 
will need to be made regarding the debt ceiling. 
 
Key Points 

 Regardless of what action is taken on or before the expiration date of January 15, 
2014, federal funding for the 2013-2014 school year is secure because we are 
forward funded. 

 The bill that was passed on October 16, 2013, does contain language for 
sequestration to be applied to the 2014-2015 funding. 

 We are being told to expect cuts in federal funding for the 2014-2015 school year. 
The cuts may be to the appropriation levels for the 2014-2015 school year, in the 
form of sequestration (automatic, across the board cuts), or both. In addition, 
North Dakota may see additional cuts if our poverty rates across the state continue 
to decrease. 

 The Federal Title Programs unit plans to begin the Title I eligibility process in 
January 2014. We do not need to know funding amounts for this process. The 
outcome will determine which districts are eligible to receive Title I funding for the 
2014-2015 school year. 

 
As always, we will keep school personnel apprised and up-to-date on all federal 
funding issues that may impact our North Dakota schools and districts in future 
issues of our monthly newsletter. 
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Federal Title Programs Director’s Report 
By Laurie Matzke 

Update on Federal Funding 

“We are being told to 

expect cuts in federal 

funding for the 2014-2015 

school year.” 
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Special Education Director’s Report  
By Gerry Teevens 

Recently the Utah State Office of Rehabilitation was awarded the Department of 
Education’s PROMISE Initiative (Promoting Readiness of Minors in Supplemental 
Security Income), on behalf of the consortium, including the states of Arizona, 
Colorado, Montana, North Dakota, South Dakota, and Utah. This $32.5 million, five-
year award will enable North Dakota, along with the five other states in our 
consortium, to change the lives of youth, ages 14-16 who receive Supplemental 
Security Income (SSI) and their families, through improved education and increased 
employment opportunities. 
 
States must form interagency partnerships to implement the project. The partnership 
must include a lead state agency and at least two other agencies that administer 
certain programs that serve transition-aged youth with disabilities. North Dakota’s 
lead agency will be the North Dakota Center for Persons with Disabilities. Agencies 
that administer the following programs will be involved in the partnerships: state 
vocational rehabilitation services under Title I of the Rehabilitation Act; special 
education and related services under Part B of the IDEA; Workforce Development 
services under Title I of the Workforce Investment Act, including youth services; and 
Medicaid services under Title XIX of the Social Security Act. A wide variety of other 
public and private organizations may participate in the PROMISE partnerships. North 
Dakota will recruit and enroll 50 youth who are residents of the state. Through this 
project, states must provide an array of services and supports to participating 
children and their families, including case management, benefits counseling, career 
and work based learning experiences, parent training and information, as well as 
other services and supports that the project considers to have the best potential for 
improving the education and employment outcomes of the participants. 
 
North Dakota school districts can expect to be contacted for assistance during the 
enrollment process of youth ages 14-16 who receive Supplemental Security Income. 
This is an opportunity to be involved in a project that will evaluate the effectiveness of 
the PROMISE project in improving outcomes of the participating youth and reducing 
their independence on SSI. 
 
 

North Dakota Awarded PROMISE Initiative  

For more information on this project,  

please visit the PROMISE website. 

http://www2.ed.gov/about/inits/ed/promise/index.html�
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2013 Title I, Special Education, and 21st CCLC  

Jim Harris 

Dr. Steven Perry 

Brad Cohen 
State Superintendent 

Kirsten Baesler 

Kudos to  
Patty Carmichael, 

conference organizer, 
Federal Title Programs,  

for a job well done! 

  

Vendor 
Booths 

Keynote 
Speakers 
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Fall Conference Highlights 

Veteran Title I Teachers 
Pictured L to R: Rebecca Hanson, Turtle Mountain 

Elementary School in Belcourt; Peg Greicar, LaMoure 
Elementary School; Annette Pavlicek, Linton 

Elementary School; and Kristi Ziegler, Minnie H 
Elementary School in Devils Lake. 

Special Education Director of the Year 
Pictured L to R: Jessie Krieger, Award 

Recipient. Oliver/Mercer Special 
Education Unit and Gerry Teevens, 

Special Education Director, North Dakota 
Department of Public Instruction. 

Outstanding Title I Educator 
Pictured L to R: Laurie Matzke, Federal Title 

Programs Director, North Dakota Department of 
Public Instruction; Deb Jacobson, Award Recipient, 

Wyndmere Public School; and Dave Hanson, 
Principal, Wyndmere Public School. 

Distinguished Title I School 
Ben Franklin Elementary, Grand Forks 
Pictured L to R:  Beth Randklev, Tami 

Schumacher, and Sara Streeter. 

Award 
Recipients 

Council of Exceptional Children Teacher of the Year  
Awarded to Tamara Waters Wheeler of the  

Morton Sioux Special Education Unit. 
(Photo not available) 
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Once again we have completed another fall conference. The state Federal Title Programs, Special 
Education, and 21st CCLC staff are very pleased with this year’s event. Our final count for 
attendance was 930 participants. Thank you to all of those who participated in the fall conference. 
We received numerous positive comments on our evaluation forms. 
 
Handouts: The handouts and other information distributed at the conference are available online 
at www.dpi.state.nd.us/title1/fallconf2013/conference_materials.shtm. This website is updated as 
the information becomes available as we are still collecting handouts from some of the presenters. 
 
Credit: Please remember if you took the conference for credit, assignments were due by October 
25, 2013. 
 
Evaluation Summary: The following is a brief list of findings from the evaluations. Thank you to all 
who filled out an evaluation form, as your comments are used to plan future events. 
 
 

What Participants Liked: 
 Keynote speakers 
 Food and snack choices 
 Number of breakout sessions to choose from 
 Like the organization of the conference 
 Opportunity for credit 
 Early dismissal on Friday 

 
What We Need to Change: 

 Have more bottled water available 
 Provide participants with the credit assignment upon registration 

 
The Federal Title Programs unit has already started the planning process for the 2014 fall 
conference. The dates for the conference are October 8-10, 2014. If you know of any phenomenal 
presenters or keynote speakers, please forward those names on to us. 
 
Thank you for helping to make this year’s conference a success! 
 
 

2013 Title I, Special Education, and 21st CCLC 
Fall Conference Summary  

For the Children 

  

http://www.dpi.state.nd.us/title1/fallconf2013/conference_materials.shtm�


TEAM NEWS Page 7 

The U.S. Department of Education’s Office of Special Education Programs (OSEP) is changing its 
approach to monitoring and supporting states. It is an outcomes-driven approach which places 
more emphasis on looking at the positive educational outcomes of students with disabilities. It’s 
being referred to as Results Driven Accountability (RDA) and requires the North Dakota Department 
of Public Instruction (ND DPI) to align its activities to the research on effective programs and the 
replication of the strategies used in those programs throughout the state. 
 
Amongst those ND DPI activities to first be aligned is the funding of field initiated discretionary 
grants. As in past years, the ND DPI will soon be sending out invitations to submit proposals. This 
invitation will describe a new process that the applicant will conduct to identify the priority of the 
proposal in meeting the needs of the school, district, unit, or state. This new process is meant to 
serve as an introduction to implementing a systematic, continuous improvement planning process 
for special education programs. That process starts with a needs assessment using data collected 
by the school, district, unit, or state. The needs assessment identifies the areas of priority for the 
design of goals and activities that will be effective in improving student outcomes. 
 
The ND DPI staff has undergone a similar process to identify the areas of priority that proposals for 
funding will have to address. Those priorities are explained within the invitation and include early 
childhood foundation, appropriate evaluation and identification, access to the general education 
curriculum and environment, effective instruction, effective supports, parent involvement, and 
community involvement. Increasing the use of effective strategies in these areas has a high 
correlation to the improvement of post school outcomes for students with disabilities.  
 
An additional priority will be the funding of proposals that address the system challenges that may 
be barriers for an education agency to conduct an adequate improvement planning process. Such 
things as funding the resources needed to develop a data collection instrument, conduct an 
adequate data analysis as part of the needs assessment, write good SMART goals to drive your 
efforts, or develop system-wide progress monitoring measures to track your successes are a few 
examples of proposals that would fit into this priority. 
 
Put your creative thinking caps on and watch for the invitation! 

Field Initiated Discretionary Grants  
and Results Driven Accountability 

“The needs assessment identifies the areas of 

priority for the design of goals and activities 

that will be effective in improving student 

outcomes.” 
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The ND DPI is required by federal law to monitor local Title I and Title II programs to ensure 
compliance with procedures and regulations.  Federal Title Programs staff will monitor 48 Title I 
and Title II programs during the 2013-2014 school year. 
 
Thirty-five districts will participate in the self-monitoring process for the 2013-2014 school year. In 
addition, nine small districts and three large districts will be monitored on-site by a team of staff 
from the Federal Title Programs office. To view the list of 48 districts that will be monitored this 
year, along with the ND DPI contact person who is assigned to review each district, go to 
www.dpi.state.nd.us/title1/targeted/resources/monitor/index.shtm. 
 
A new feature this year is that each district will receive a data report along with the monitoring 
letter. The data report will highlight the district’s strengths and weaknesses, show comparison 
reports, and summarize achievement data for the district based on the 2012-2013 North Dakota 
State Assessment.  In addition, the monitoring guides change from year to year and are currently 
in the process of being updated. The Federal Title Programs office is working to complete these two 
projects before sending correspondence to the districts being monitored in the 2013-2014 school 
year. 
 
Please do not submit your monitoring information at this time.  The selected districts can 
expect to receive detailed correspondence from the Federal Title Programs office within the next few 
weeks outlining monitoring directions, the review process, due date, etc. It is important that you 
review the correspondence from the Federal Title Programs office prior to submitting your 
monitoring information. 
 
If you have any questions regarding this monitoring process, please feel free to contact Laurie 
Matzke at lmatzke@nd.gov or (701) 328-2284 or your Federal Title Programs contact person. 

Federal Title Programs Monitoring 

The 2006 regulations for the Individuals with Disabilities Education Act (IDEA) includes a 
requirement that state education agencies must allow districts to use a process based on Response 
to Intervention (RTI) as an alternative to the ability-achievement discrepancy model used 
exclusively prior to that year.  ND DPI’s Special Education office worked with stakeholder groups 
on a process for this change with a group of special education administrators, teachers, and 
support personnel, such as school psychologists. Administrative rules were developed to address 
specific issues in the process and approved by the North Dakota Administrative Rules Committee 
in June 2012. From October 23 through December 11, 2013, special education personnel in 
schools implementing RTI will participate in a series of six web-based conferences on this topic.  
Approximately 500 individuals have signed up for these sessions. 
 
Once the training series is completed, special education evaluation teams in schools implementing 
RTI will have the option of using information from RTI data collection to document students’ rate of 
improvement as a key component in determining whether a student has a learning disability or is 
achieving at a rate that would indicate the student does not have a disability.  Implementation of 
the new procedures is expected to be a gradual process. 
 
If you have any questions regarding this web conference series, please contact Brenda Oas, ND DPI 
Assistant Director, at boas@nd.gov.  

Using RTI Data in the Identification Process for 
Specific Learning Disabilities 

http://www.dpi.state.nd.us/title1/targeted/resources/monitor/index.shtm�
mailto:lmatzke@nd.gov�
mailto:boas@nd.gov�


TEAM NEWS Page 9 TEAM NEWS Page 9 

The North Dakota Department of Public Instruction (ND DPI) held two rounds for the 21st 
Century Community Learning Centers (CCLC) grants. There are two key changes with this grant 
cycle: the grant period was revised from five years to three years and the funding period was 
changed to September through August of each year. There were ten applicants and eight of 
those were funded. 

 Data Software Bid Announcement 
The state is in the process of finalizing the Request for Proposal (RFP) for a data collection 
software provider. This was released in early October. Once the RFP process is completed, 
the sub-grantees will be expected to use the selected software provider. 

 Program Director and Site Coordinator Guidance 
The state 21st CCLC office is in the process of creating documents to assist sub-grantees 
with the expectations and duties of site coordinators and program directors. Once the 
guidance documents have been finalized, they will be posted to the state website. 

 21st CCLC Reporting Requirements 
The following required reports must be submitted by the sub-grantees: 
1. Monthly Spreadsheet 
2. SFN 14660-Monthly Request for Funds 
3. Quarterly Reports 
4. SFN 9035-Budget Revisions (if necessary) 
5. SFN 60449-Final Financial Report and General Ledger 

 Federal Re-allocated Dollars 
As the USDE 21st CCLC department does not spend all of their technical assistance dollars, 
they reallocate these unused funds back to the states. The North Dakota 21st CCLC grant 
received an additional $24,788 of these funds. These funds will be put into the general 
grant fund for future allocations, as they are too minimal to support an independent grant 
at this time. 

21st CCLC Update 

Minot Public Schools 
Authorized Representative: Scott Moum 
Program Director: Boyd Strand 
Phone: (701) 857-8780 
boyd.strand@minot.k12.nd.us 

Grand Forks Public Schools 
Authorized Representative: Mr. Jody Thompson 
Program Director: Renee Moon 
Phone: (701) 857-8780 
renee.moon@gfschools.org 

South East Education Cooperative 
Authorized Representative: Kyle Davison 
Program Director: Amy Walters 
Phone: (701) 952-3220 
waltera@ndseec.com 

North Central Education Cooperative 
Authorized Representative: Jason Kersten 
Program Director: Cynthia Jelleberg 
Phone: (701) 228-5466 
cynthia.jelleberg@sendit.nodak.edu 

Northeast Education Service Cooperative 
Authorized Representative: Scott Privratsky 
Program Director: Julie Schuler 
Phone: (701) 294-3200 
Julie.schuler@sendit.nodak.edu 

Dickinson Public School District 
Authorized Representative: Vince Reep 
Program Director: Lenee Bookhardt 
Phone: 701-456-0014 ext. 1409 
lbookhardt@dpsnd.org 

Missouri River Education Cooperative 
Authorized Representative: Edwin Gerhardt 
Program Director: Alicia Bohl 
Phone: (701) 751-4041 
alicia.bohl@mrecnd.org 

North Valley Career - Tech Center 
Authorized Representative: Mark Wagner 
Program Director: Lori Zahradka 
Phone: (701) 352-3705 
lori.zahradka@sendit.nodak.edu 

mailto:boyd.strand@minot.k12.nd.us�
mailto:renee.moon@gfschools.org�
mailto:waltera@ndseec.com�
mailto:cynthia.jelleberg@sendit.nodak.edu�
mailto:Julie.schuler@sendit.nodak.edu�
mailto:lbookhardt@dpsnd.org�
mailto:alicia.bohl@mrecnd.org�
mailto:lori.zahradka@sendit.nodak.edu�


The 63rd Legislative Assembly charged the North Dakota Department of Public Instruction to study 
early childhood care and education and prepare a report to Legislative Management by June 1, 
2014. Senate Bill 2229 indicates the Superintendent of Public Instruction shall study the 
development, delivery, and administration of comprehensive early childhood care and early 
childhood education in North Dakota. The study must include an examination of the availability, 
quality, and cost of services currently being offered by existing public and private sector providers, 
the projected need for services during the coming ten to twenty years, and the ability of public and 
private sector providers to address the expansion of facilities or the creation of additional facilities. 
 
The Marsico Institute for Early Learning and Literacy at the University of Denver, Colorado has 
accepted the contract to conduct the research and facilitate the study committee. The research 
team is made up of Dr. Douglas Clements, Kennedy Endowed Chair in Early Childhood Learning 
Professor, Department of Educational Research Policy & Practice; Dr. Carrie Germeroth, Assistant 
Director of Research; and Dr. Melissa Mincic, Assistant Director of Policy & Practice.  
 
On October 16, 2013, Dr. Germeroth facilitated the initial study committee meeting and outlined 
the study approach, data collection methods, study objectives, and how the committee will support 
the work through identified subcommittees.  
 
For further information on the study, committee members, or ongoing work, please visit 
www.dpi.state.nd.us/EarlyChildhoodEduc/study.shtm on the department’s early childhood 
website, or contact Tara Bitz, Early Childhood Administrator at tbitz@nd.gov.  

Early Childhood Care and Education Study Update 
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http://www.dpi.state.nd.us/EarlyChildhoodEduc/study.shtm�
mailto:tbitz@nd.gov�


The National Dropout Prevention Center for Students with Disabilities (NDPC-SD) has multiple 
initiatives that contribute to increased knowledge and understanding of problems, issues, and 
effective strategies pertinent to school completion for students with disabilities. A unique value of 
the NDPC-SD is its ongoing effort to synthesize evidence-based knowledge and practical 
approaches to dropout prevention and school completion and use this knowledge to develop 
training modules, implementation guides, and systematic frameworks for transforming practice.  
 
NDPC-SD is continually refreshing their knowledge of school completion interventions and 
practices and conducting new literature reviews in the areas of reentry and recovery. This work  
expands their knowledge base regarding effective interventions and practice models in these 
areas—particularly around reentry practices. NDPC-SD’s work in this area stands to be 
particularly significant, as the critical components of such programs for students with disabilities 
are neither well understood nor well documented. NDPC-SD is: 
 
A. Identifying effective exemplary programs that impact school completion for students with 

disabilities and disseminating this information widely. 

B. Analyzing states’ Indicators 1 and 2 (Graduation Rate and Dropout Rate) data from the State 
Performance Plans and Annual Performance Reports submitted annually to OSEP and 
summarizing this information for dissemination. An increasing focus of this annual analysis is 
on identifying policies, strategies, and practices that are effective in improving school 
completion rates for students with disabilities. 

 
The ultimate goal of the NDPC-SD's knowledge development activities is to synthesize what is 
currently known about dropout prevention for students with disabilities, and to develop a series of 
high-quality products that can be used by states in designing and developing effective dropout 
prevention programs. All of the NDPC-SD's other major activities (i.e., technical assistance, 
collaboration, and dissemination) stem from this major enterprise.  
 
The NDPC-SD webpage is located at www.ndpc-sd.org and hosts a variety of resources including:  
 
 Reentry Programs for Out-of-School Youth with Disabilities: Three reports to help explain the 

issue and to assist in planning new reentry programs or redesigning existing programs. 
 
 Research Syntheses: Syntheses of research examining effective practices in dropout prevention 

and school completion for students with disabilities. 
 
 Practice Guides: Guides to help teachers and school staff put research-based practices into 

place to support students with disabilities. 
 
 Analyses of State Data: Summaries of states’ goals, performance data, and improvement 

activities for Indicators 1 and 2. 
 
 SPP Toolkit Series: Currently includes the resource Improvement Strategies for State 

Performance Planning: A Few Steps to Better Data 
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NDPC-SD Update 

http://www.ndpc-sd.org/�
http://www.ndpc-sd.org/knowledge/reentry_programs.html�
http://www.ndpc-sd.org/knowledge/research_syntheses.html�
http://www.ndpc-sd.org/knowledge/practice_guides.html�
http://www.ndpc-sd.org/knowledge/state_data_analyses.html�
http://www.ndpc-sd.org/knowledge/spp_toolkit_series.html�
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Funded by the USDE, the National Center for Homeless Education (NCHE) serves as the 
Department's technical assistance and information center for the federal Education for Homeless 
Children and Youth (EHCY) Program. The NCHE provides research, resources, and information 
enabling communities to address the educational needs of children experiencing homelessness. 
The NCHE also supports educators and service providers through producing training and 
awareness materials and providing trainings at regional and national conferences and events. The 
NCHE creates and distributes a number of valuable and informative resources dealing with the 
issue of education of homeless children and youth. 
 
NCHE also has a number of self-paced online trainings that allow those interested to review 
training materials at their own pace and at a time of your choosing. Many materials used for self-
paced training (e.g., training videos) are the same as those used in live, interactive group training; 
however, in self-paced training, you review these materials on your own. 
 
NCHE recently posted the Education for Homeless Children and Youth (EHCY) Federal Program 
Profile. This two-page profile, updated in August 2013, provides an overview of the USDE's federal 
EHCY Program. Topics include: A Brief History of The McKinney-Vento Act, Rights of Eligible 
Children and Youth, Funding History, Funding for States and School Districts, Program 
Administrative Structure, Homeless Student Enrollment Data, National Homeless Student 
Academic Performance Data, Interagency Collaboration, and Program Contact Information. 
 
Go to http://center.serve.org/nche to access this wonderful resource on homeless education. 

Homeless Update: 
The National Center for Homeless Education (NCHE) 

The National Evaluation and Technical Assistance Center for the Education of 
Children and Youth Who Are Neglected, Delinquent, or At-Risk (NDTAC) is excited to present 
the release of their new and improved website!  
 
You can still find their information at www.neglected-delinquent.org, however, you will notice that 
the look and organization of the site have changed. The content is now organized to provide 
quicker access to both Title I, Part D-specific resources for state administrators and grantees, and 
resources focused on topic areas essential to those who work toward improving education and 
related services for youth in neglect and delinquent settings. Highlighted areas include: 

 What is Title I, Part D? 
Provides information about Title I, Part D, the statute, and the Non-Regulatory Guidance. 

 Administering Title I, Part D 
Provides resources for Title I, Part D coordinators about how to improve and facilitate 
administration of the program. 

 Topic Areas 
Provides resources around key topic areas such as Family and Community Engagement, 
Collaboration, Transition, Teaching and Learning, and more! 

 
The website will continue to expand in the coming months, so check back often for the latest 
information and resources available. 

N&D Update: New NDTAC Website 

http://www.ed.gov�
http://center.serve.org/nche/downloads/he_poster.pdf�
http://center.serve.org/nche/downloads/he_poster.pdf�
http://center.serve.org/nche/downloads/he_poster.pdf�
http://center.serve.org/nche/downloads/he_poster.pdf�
http://center.serve.org/nche/�
http://click.icptrack.com/icp/relay.php?r=1061292145&msgid=31587918&act=8OTR&c=65360&destination=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.neglected-delinquent.org%2F�
http://www.neglected-delinquent.org/what-title-i-part-d�
http://click.icptrack.com/icp/relay.php?r=1061292145&msgid=31587918&act=8OTR&c=65360&destination=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.neglected-delinquent.org%2Fadministering-title-i-part-d�
http://www.neglected-delinquent.org/topic-areas�
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Autism Spectrum Disorder 
For those who missed Cathy Pratt’s presentation, she left the audience with a very practical 
mantra, “Common Sense”. According to her, common sense should guide our instruction and the 
development of goals for students on the Autism Spectrum. Keep this in mind during the year. 
 
The ND DPI Special Education unit has convened a workgroup of stakeholders to revise the Autism 
Guidelines to address many of the issues related to providing special education services to 
students with an Autism Spectrum Disorder (ASD) in educational settings. The wide range of 
professional and personal experiences group members have with students having an ASD will 
contribute to the creation of a useful document for personnel in North Dakota. The group members 
represent all regions of the state and a variety of roles. Their comprehensive environmental 
analysis of the current practices in North Dakota schools applauded the increased awareness of 
ASD and the use of evidence-based practices. Challenges the group identified include uneven 
access to resources, inadequate preparation of general and special education teachers to work with 
these students, and paraeducator training. The anticipated completion date is summer of 2014, 
and training for this document will occur next fall. Future IDEA Update articles will provide 
periodic reports on this group’s work. 
 
Importance of Communication 
Two decades ago, Hart and Risely documented a significant language gap (30 million words) 
between three-year-old children from homes of wealthier, highly educated, professional parents 
and those from families with less education. The link between vocabulary and reading 
comprehension has been well documented by 
literacy experts. Research conducted by 
Stanford psychologist, Anne Fernald, 
indicates the gap may be evident as early as 
18 months. Her findings provide additional 
support for the policy debate on the need for 
high quality preschool programs for low-
income children.  
 
Parents can overcome the effects of limited 
income and education by engaging verbally 
with their children. Research also shows that 
exposure to “child-directed” language 
(natural conversations, asking questions 
while reading, helping children identify words 
during playtime) promotes the development 
of language and vocabulary needed for later 
success in reading comprehension. The 
complete article can be found at 
www.nytimes.com/2013/10/22/us/
language-gap-study-bolsters-a-push-for-pre-
k.html?hpw&_r=0. 

IDEA Update 

http://www.nytimes.com/2013/10/22/us/language-gap-study-bolsters-a-push-for-pre-k.html?hpw&_r=0�
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Title II, Part B Update: 
Math and Science Partnership Program 
The North Dakota Department of Public Instruction (ND DPI) and the North Dakota University 
System awarded $939,071 in Mathematics and Science Partnership (MSP) grants to three North 
Dakota Institutes of Higher Education (IHE). The MSP program, funded under Title II, Part B, is 
intended to increase the academic achievement of students in mathematics and science by 
enhancing the content knowledge and teaching skills of classroom teachers. Partnerships between 
high-need school districts and the Science, Technology, Engineering, and Mathematics (STEM) 
faculty in institutions of higher education are at the core of these improvement efforts. The 
awarded grantees are:  

 Dickinson State University (DSU) has been awarded $228,371 for their project “Teaching to 
Meet the New Common Core in Mathematics and Sciences.”   DSU is partnering with Roughrider 
Education Services Program members, as well as Bismarck, Dickinson, and Mandan Public 
School Districts. The focus of the project is to strengthen the knowledge of math and science of 
educators, paraprofessionals, administrators, university faculty, and pre-service teachers to 
support K-16 students in increased understanding, knowledge, and skills in math and science. 
DSU will provide various professional development and extension activities to their partners, 
including presentations in the classroom and community science days.  

 Minot State University (MSU) has been awarded $531,000 for their project “Learning STEMs 
from Experience.”  MSU is partnering with multiple districts, as well as Mid-Dakota Education 
Cooperative and Northeast Education Services Cooperative. Over the two-year period of the 
grant, the project will include 35 graduate courses for K-12 STEM teachers at MSU.  There are 
19 math courses, 10 science courses, and 6 general STEM courses being offered. Courses will 
be delivered in several ways: two-week or five-week summer institutes, an online 16-week 
session, and year-round follow-up activities.  

 University of North Dakota (UND) has been awarded $244,821 for their project entitled “V-
STEM Visualizing Science, Technology, Engineering, and Mathematics.” UND is partnering with 
Valley Middle School in Grand Forks, Turtle Mountain Community Middle School in Belcourt, 
and Standing Rock Elementary and Middle Schools in Fort Yates. The V-STEM project will 
provide professional development on the use of computer-based 3-D animations and 
simulations to make unobservable scientific phenomena visible. Professional development will 
be provided onsite at each of the schools’ locations.  

 
 

The annual conference of the USDE MSP Program was held in 
Washington, D.C., September 9-11, 2013. Margaret Baune attended 
on behalf of the ND DPI. Professors from several North Dakota 
institutes of higher education were also in attendance, including the 
Mayville State MSP team who presented during the poster session, 
an event that drew hundreds of people and filled the considerably 
large ballroom. It is always great to see North Dakota representation 
at a national event.  



ELL Reminders: October 
Continuous 

○ Progress Monitoring (ongoing for all ELL students) 
Meet with teachers and paraprofessionals on student’s progress and student or 

teachers’ needs. 
○ New Student Registration (new students) 

Include the Home Language Survey in registration  
 
Parent-Teacher Conferences  

○ Locate interpreters if necessary 
○ Provide transportation if necessary 

 
NDSA Accommodations 

○ Prepare test administrators for any NDSA accommodations listed on the ILPs.  
 
ACCESS Training 

○ Training for new test administrators is generally in early fall and found on ND DPI ELL 
Programs web link. 

○ Any test administrator must renew Speaking Training online every two years. 
 
Consolidated Application 

○ The Federal Title Programs office is currently in the process of reviewing the Title III 
applications. Authorized Representatives can expect to receive notification shortly 
regarding the status of the consolidated application. 

 
AMAO Reports 

○ The Annual Measureable Achievement Outcomes (AMAOs) are the accountability measures 
for Title III programs. Based on the district AMAO results, there are Title III Accountability 
Plan and training requirements for districts that receive Title III funding. 

○ The ND DPI is currently in the process of releasing the AMAO reports based on the 2012-
2013 North Dakota State Assessment. Once the AMAO reports have been posted on the 
department’s website, an email notification will be disseminated. 

 
Questions on ELL Issues 

○ The ND DPI has hired Susan Bennis as the new Assistant Director for ELL/Bilingual 
Programs. Susan is coming to the department from out of state and her first day will be 
December 2, 2013. Until our new ELL administrator is on board, school personnel can 
contact one of the following individuals for questions on Title III programming. 
Laurie Matzke, Director, Federal Title Programs: lmatzke@nd.gov or  

(701) 328-2284 
Lodee Arnold, Assistant Director, Federal Title Programs: laarnold@nd.gov or  

(701) 328-1876 
Jill Frohlich, Administrative Assistant, ELL/Bilingual: jmfrohlich@nd.gov or  

(701) 328-2254 
In addition, Kerri Whipple is working part-time for the SEEC office, providing technical 

assistance and professional development regarding Title III ELL/Bilingual issues. School 
personnel can still contact Kerri for technical assistance and professional development; 
however, Kerri won’t work with the administrative functions of Title III/Bilingual 
program. Kerri’s contact information at SEEC is whipplk1@ndseec.com, cell phone: 
(701) 361-1392, or voice mail: (701) 446-3192. 
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PLANNING YEAR SCHOOLWIDE SCHOOLS:  
Complete comprehensive needs assessment process 
Continue to work in selected online tool (NDMILE or ASSIST) 
Document evidence of required components of Title I schoolwide planning 

○ Title I Requirements Documentation Report – Due October 31, 2013 
Complete component one: comprehensive needs assessment 
Show some work in all other components 

 
CURRENT SCHOOLWIDE SCHOOLS: 
Complete process to review/update comprehensive needs assessment, identify goals/objectives, 

and share with all stakeholders. 
NDMILE submissions due October 31, 2013 – Comprehensive Plan Report, review and revise 

the SMART Goals and Supplemental Report (these are “saved” but not “submitted). 
Provide written notification of the results of the Annual Review Meeting to ALL parents. This 

can be in a newsletter if received by all households. Documentation must also be kept on file. 
Align professional development with goals, objectives, and reform strategies. 
Conduct TEAM meetings to work on schoolwide plan in online tool (NDMILE or ASSIST). 
Continue documentation for the required components of Title I schoolwide. See August 

newsletter for listing.  
Conduct Annual Parent Meeting:  

○ Include all required items - they can be found on the Federal Title Programs website: 
www.dpi.state.nd.us/title1/schlwide/require/meeting.shtm. 

○ In collaboration with parents, review and update parental involvement policy and school-
parent compact. 

○ Optional: Provide a parent training (document as one of the opportunities to train parents). 

Title I Schoolwide Reminders  

Upcoming Events 
National Title I Conference 
February 2-5, 2014 in San Diego, CA 
Information can be found at www.titlei.org/conference 
 
North Dakota Council of Teachers of Mathematics Conference 
March 21-22, 2014 in Fargo, ND 
Information can be found at www2.edutech.nodak.edu/ndctm/index.htm 
 
North Dakota Reading Association 
April 3-5, 2014 in Bismarck, ND 
Information can be found at www.ndreadon.com/ 
 
National Council of Teachers of Mathematics (NCTM) Conference 
April 9-12, 2014 in New Orleans, LA 
Information can be found at www.nctm.org/neworleans/ 
 
International Reading Association (IRA) Conference 
May 9-12, 2014 in New Orleans, LA 
Information can be found at www.reading.org/ 
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Special Education Staff TDD (701) 328-4920 Office Fax (701) 328-4149 

Gerry Teevens, Director 
Email: gteevens@nd.gov 
Phone: (701) 328-2277 

  

Brenda Oas 
Assistant Director of SPDG 
Email: boas@nd.gov 
Phone: (701) 328-2277  

Dr. Lynn Dodge 
Special Education Coordinator 
Email: ldodge@nd.gov 
Phone: (701) 328-4564 

LaDawn Eisenbeis 
Administrative Assistant 
Email: lreisenbeis@nd.gov 
Phone: (701) 328-2277 
  

Mary McCarvel-O’Connor 
Special Education Coordinator 
Email: moconnor@nd.gov 
Phone: (701) 328-4560 

Kevin McDonough 
Special Education Coordinator 
Email: kcmcdonough@nd.gov 
Phone: (701) 328-2277  

Bob Rutten 
Special Education Coordinator 
Email: brutten@nd.gov 
Phone: (701) 328-2277  

Colleen Schneider 
Administrative Assistant 
Email: cischneider@nd.gov 
Phone: (701) 328-3217 

Nancy Skorheim 
Special Education Coordinator 
Email: nskorheim@nd.gov 
Phone: (701) 328-2277 

Kathy Smith 
IDEA B Grants Manager 
Email: kasmith@nd.gov 
Phone: (701) 328-2615 

Michelle Souther 
Office Manager 
Email: msouther@nd.gov 
Phone: (701) 328-2652 

  

 

North Dakota 
Department of  Public Instruction 
600 E. Boulevard Avenue, Dept. 201 
Bismarck, ND 58505-0440 
www.dpi.state.nd.us/index.shtm 
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Federal Title Programs Staff      Toll Free (888) 605-1951           Office Fax (701) 328-0203  
 

Laurie Matzke, Director 
Email: lmatzke@nd.gov 
Phone: (701) 328-2284 

  

 
 
Lodee Arnold 
Assistant Director 
Title I Schoolwide Programs 
Email: laarnold@nd.gov  
Phone: (701) 328-1876 

 
 
Margaret Baune 
Program Administrator 
Federal Title Programs  
Email: mbaune@nd.gov 
Phone: (701) 328-2317 

 
 
Susan Bennis  
Assistant Director 
Title III ELL/Bilingual         
Programs 
Email: TBA 
Phone: TBA 

Tara Bitz 
Assistant Director 
ND DPI Early Childhood  
Education  
Email: tbitz@nd.gov 
Phone: (701) 328-4646  

Ann Ellefson 
Assistant Director 
Private School Programs, 
NDMILE 
Email: aellefson@nd.gov 
Phone: (701) 328-2488 

Jacki Harasym 
Assistant Director 
Title I/Special Education  
Liaison, Homeless,   
N&D Programs 
Email: jharasym@nd.gov 
Phone: (701) 857-7770  

Beth Larson-Steckler 
Program Administrator 
Title II, Part B 
Email: esteckler@nd.gov 
Phone: (701) 328-3544 

Sandy Peterson  
Program Administrator 
Migrant Education,  
Title I Credentials 
Email: smpeterson@nd.gov 
Phone: (701) 328-2170 

Josh Sharp 
Program Administrator 
21st CCLC 
Email: jesharp@nd.gov  
Phone: (701) 328-2285 

    

 
Patty Carmichael 
Administrative Staff Officer 
Procurement, Fall Conference  
Coordinator 
Email: pcarmichael@nd.gov 
Phone: (701) 328-3264 

 
Cathy Ebert 
Administrative Assistant 
Paraprofessional Certificates, 
Early Childhood Education 
Email: cmebert@nd.gov  
Phone: (701) 328-2824  

 
Jill Frohlich 
Administrative Assistant 
Schoolwide, Title III ELL/
Bilingual  Programs,  
21st CCLC 
Email: jmfrohlich@nd.gov 
Phone: (701) 328-2254 

Jane Gratz 
Fiscal Officer 
Title II  
Email: jmgratz@nd.gov 
Phone: (701) 328-2292 
  

Mary Neigum 
Fiscal Officer 
Title I 
Email: mneigum@nd.gov 
Phone: (701) 328-2281  

Lauri Nord 
Administrative Staff Officer 
SES Coordinator,  
School  Improvement Grant 
Email: lnord@nd.gov 
Phone: (701) 328-2282  

Program Staff  

Support and Fiscal Staff  
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