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The Federal Title Programs office is once again planning a New 
Title I Teacher Training. Past feedback indicates new Title I 
personnel in targeted assistance programs greatly benefit from the 
training; therefore, we are providing this opportunity again.  

 
The training will go over the rules, regulations, policies, forms, etc., 
pertaining to Title I targeted assistance programs and answer 
questions new Title I teachers might have. Paula Rogers, a Title I 
teacher from the Langdon Area Public School District, has 
graciously agreed to facilitate this session. This training is geared 
for targeted assistance programs. 
 
There is no fee to attend the training and travel expenses can be 
reimbursed using your local Title I funds. The online registration 
form will be posted at www.dpi.state.nd.us/title1/events.shtm 
when it becomes available. 
 
Questions: Any questions can be addressed to Patty Carmichael at 
pcarmichael@nd.gov or (701) 328-3264. 

TRAINING DETAILS 
 

Date 
Thursday, August 28, 2014 

 
Time 

9:30 am – 2:30 pm, CDT 
 

Place 
State Capitol-Pioneer Room, 

Bismarck, ND 

http://www.dpi.state.nd.us/title1/events.shtm�
mailto:pcarmichael@nd.gov�
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Federal Title Programs Director’s Report 
By Laurie Matzke 

The Federal Title Programs office has made some staff changes over the past month. Highlighted 
below are the new program assignments for several of our staff so districts know who to contact 
with their questions. 
 

 ELL State Administrator 
 Lodee Arnold has been named the new ELL 
 State Administrator, effective July 1, 2014. 
 Lodee previously served as a co-
administrator for the ELL/Title III program 
before becoming our schoolwide 
administrator. She has graciously agreed to 
accept the administration of the ELL/Title 
III program due to the difficulty in filling 
the position. Lodee will continue her work 
with the Title I schoolwide program; 
however, her other Title I related 
responsibilities and the districts previously 
assigned to her will be transferred to other 
staff within the Federal Title Programs 
office. Lodee is very knowledgeable 
regarding the ELL program and required 
responsibilities. She has a passion for learning and will be pursuing an ELL endorsement 
through the University of North Dakota to further expand her knowledge in this area. 

 
 State SIG Coordinator 
 Lauri Nord has been promoted within the Federal Title Programs office to a program 

administrator. She will assume responsibility for most of the districts previously assigned to 
Lodee Arnold. Lauri has several years of experience working with the Title I program 
improvement requirements and, therefore, this will be a smooth transition within the office. 
Lauri assumed her new position as of June 1, 2014. 

 
 State N&D Coordinator 

Margaret Baune has been assigned to administer the Neglected and Delinquent (N&D) 
program. Jacki Harasym, the former N&D coordinator, remains within the Federal Title 
Programs office; however, her position is shared between Title I and Special Education and, 
therefore, she has many portfolios to maintain. Margaret will assume the oversight over the  
N&D program effective immediately. 
  

 
 

Federal Title Program Staff  Changes 
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Special Education Director’s Report  
By Gerry Teevens 

Significant Disproportionality 
The Office of Special Education and Rehabilitation Services published a notice in the June 19, 
2014, Federal Register for a request for information on addressing significant disproportionality 
under Section 618(d) of the Individuals with Disabilities Act (IDEA). The notice can be found at 
www.gpo.gov/fdsys/pkg/FR-2014-06-19/pdf/2014-14388.pdf. 
 
The U.S. Department of Education (USDE) is requesting public comment on the actions they 
should take to address significant disproportionality based on race and ethnicity in the 
identification, placement, and discipline of children with disabilities. Specifically, we are requesting 
input from the public on actions the USDE should take related to: (1) Significant disproportionality 
based on race and ethnicity in the (a) identification of children as children with disabilities, 
including identification by disability category; (b) placement of children with disabilities in 
particular educational settings; and (c) the incidence, duration, and type of disciplinary action 
taken with respect to children with disabilities; and (2) ensuring that funds reserved for 
comprehensive, coordinated early intervening services (CEIS) under Part B of the IDEA are used to 
effectively address significant disproportionality. 
 
Responses must be received by July 21, 2014, and will be posted at www.regulations.gov under 
Docket No. ED-2014-OSERS—0058. 

 

http://www.gpo.gov/fdsys/pkg/FR-2014-06-19/pdf/2014-14388.pdf�
http://www.regulations.gov�
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Adequate Yearly Progress/Program Improvement 
Update 
On May 23, 2014, the North Dakota Department of Public Instruction (ND DPI) released the official 
statewide Adequate Yearly Progress (AYP) results for all public schools and districts in North Dakota 
based on the 2013-2014 State Assessment data. On June 12, 2014, the ND DPI released the list of 
the Title I schools and districts that have been identified for program improvement for the 2014-
2015 school year. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Additional information regarding program improvement is available on the ND DPI website: 

 
 2013-2014 school and district AYP reports: www.dpi.state.nd.us/dpi/reports/profile/index.shtm 
 
 Statewide press release regarding Program Improvement: www.dpi.state.nd.us/title1/progress/

current.shtm 
 
 List of schools and districts identified for program improvement for the 2014-2015 school year: 

www.dpi.state.nd.us/title1/progress/current.shtm 
 
 Information regarding the category for each school and district: www.dpi.state.nd.us/title1/

progress/current.shtm 
 
 Charts outlining the timeline of consequences for schools and districts identified for 

improvement for the 2014-2015 school year: www.dpi.state.nd.us/title1/progress/current.shtm 

Number of public schools in North Dakota  455 

Number of Title I public schools in North Dakota (approximate)  275 

 Number of schools that did not make AYP on the 2013-2014 NDSA  378 

 Number of schools that did make AYP on the 2013-2014 NDSA  77 

 Number of new schools identified for program improvement for 2014-2015 40 

School Program Improvement  

 Number of schools removed from program improvement status for school year 
2014-2015 

1 

 Total number of schools in program improvement for 2014-2015  165 

District Program Improvement  

Number of public districts in North Dakota  175 

Number of Title I public districts in North Dakota (approximate)  164 

 Number of districts that did not make AYP on the 2013-2014 NDSA  162 

 Number of districts that did make AYP on the 2013-2014 NDSA  13 

 Number of new districts identified for program improvement for 2014-2015  18 

 Total number of districts in program improvement for 2014-2015 120 

http://www.dpi.state.nd.us/dpi/reports/profile/index.shtm�
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The end of the school year seems to be one of the busiest times in the Federal Title Programs office 
as there are numerous reports due to close out the school year and plan for the upcoming school 
year. Outlined below are the reports and plans of which you should be aware regarding program 
improvement.  
 
Reporting on 2013-2014 

 Program Improvement 
○ Annual Report—SFN 52820—Due June 30, 2014 

(www.dpi.state.nd.us/forms/sfn52820.pdf)  
○ SES Provider Annual Report—SFN 54254 (if applicable)—Due June 30, 2014 

(www.dpi.state.nd.us/forms/sfn52820.pdf)  
○ Request for Funds—SFN 14660 (if applicable)—Due June 30, 2014 

(www.dpi.state.nd.us/forms/sfn14660.pdf) 
○ Budget Revision—SFN 9035 (if applicable)—Due June 30, 2014 

(www.dpi.state.nd.us/forms/sfn9035.pdf)  
 
Planning for 2014-2015 

 Program Improvement 
○ Program Improvement Plan and Cover Page—Due July 1, 2014 

(www.dpi.state.nd.us/title1/progress/plan.shtm) 
○ Budget Application (SFN 52929) for Additional Program Improvement Funds and 

Narrative (OPTIONAL for schools) Due July 1, 2014 
(www.dpi.state.nd.us/forms/sfn52929.pdf) 

○ Corrective Action Documentation and Summary (if applicable)—Due July 1, 2014 
(www.dpi.state.nd.us/title1/progress/ca.pdf) 

○ Alternate Governance Documentation and Summary (if applicable)—Due July 1, 2014 
(www.dpi.state.nd.us/title1/progress/ag.pdf) 

○ District and school AYP letter for review and approval—Due July 1, 2014 
(www.dpi.state.nd.us/title1/targeted/general/reauthoriz/school.shtm)  
 

Schools and districts must upload their program improvement information through the Secure File 
Transfer System (SFTS) at http://apps.nd.gov/itd/filetransfer/login.htm. To see what information 
has been submitted by your school and district, please review our matrix at: www.dpi.state.nd.us/
title1/progress/reporting.shtm  

 
If you have questions on any of the above reports or plans, please communicate with your Federal 
Title Programs contact person. The revised chart can be accessed at www.dpi.state.nd.us/title1/
conapp.shtm.  

Program Improvement Reminders: 
Reporting on 2013-2014 and Planning for 2014-2015 

 

 

 

Reminders 
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Changes Made by the Education Standards and 
Practices Board for the Upcoming School Year! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The Education Standards and Practices Board (ESPB) has made changes to help educator 
shortages in our schools. If you have held a valid North Dakota teaching license for at least 
two years and would like to teach in a content area for which you are not currently highly 
qualified, you will be able to take the corresponding Praxis test to become highly qualified. 
 
Title I funds may be used to pay for the Praxis test for teachers that are employed in a Title I 
school and need to become highly qualified in another core content area. Title II funds can also be 
used to pay for the Praxis test for all teachers that need to become highly qualified in another 
content area. 
 
For example, if an elementary teacher wanted to teach at the secondary level, they will need to take 
the secondary content test and the Principles of Learning and Teaching (PLT) grades 7-12 test. If a 
secondary teacher wanted to teach at the  elementary level, they would need to complete the 
elementary Praxis content test and the PLT grades 1-6 test. If a secondary teacher wanted to stay 
at the secondary level, but teach in a new content area, they would only need to take the Praxis 
exam in the corresponding content area. 
 
Another example would be if a history teacher feels qualified to work with children having special 
needs, the educator can take the special education test (either generic or specific to a disability). If 
the North Dakota cut score is met, special education courses will be added to the license when the 
Praxis test endorsement application is received.   
 
If you want to teach in a different content area, you can register for the Praxis test. You may review 
the North Dakota test codes, and purchase test preparation materials at:  

www.ets.org/praxis/nd/requirements. 
 
ESPB hopes this change will help with issues for this 
upcoming school year. If you have questions or would like to 
discuss the above rule changes, please contact ESPB at 
(701) 328-9641. 

http://www.ets.org/praxis/nd/requirements�
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IEP Teams: Striving for Consensus 
Most people would agree that conflict is a natural part of life. Teachers observe conflicts, large and 
small, between their students on a regular basis. They may experience conflict regarding policies 
and procedures within their schools or districts. On a more personal level, teachers may have 
conflicts within their families and social contacts. If conflict is a part of daily life, it’s safe to say 
that it should be no surprise when conflicts arise regarding a student’s individualized education 
program (IEP) team. 
 
Special education case managers understand that decisions in an IEP meeting are not determined 
by a voting process. The IDEA requires an IEP team to make decisions by striving for consensus. 
When there are differences of opinion within an IEP team, especially between parents and school 
personnel, achieving consensus may be very difficult to accomplish. 
 
F. H. Stearns from the California State University at Fullerton wrote about this issue and pointed 
out it’s a myth that consensus means everyone is 100% in agreement with the recommendations of 
the (IEP) team: 
 

“Consensus is defined as a general agreement and usually requires a process of 
working toward a resolution that everyone can live with. It will not be what everyone 
thinks is “best.” It will not be what every IEP team member came into the room wanting. 
But, it should be what everyone can understand as “appropriate” and “least restrictive.” 
The IEP process has to be one of give and take and all members have to accept that they 
are on a team and must think and act like a team member with a goal to develop an 
appropriate program that provides a reasonable platform for the child to derive 
educational benefit from each of his/her goals. When individual team members come to 
the meeting with their own specific agenda, the process is bound to be longer and more 
complicated and probably more contentious than necessary. “That is not what I had 
originally wanted, but I can live with it,” is an acceptable conclusion and should be 
applicable to ALL participants, district members as well as parents.”  

 
As a special education case manager, here are some steps for you to help build consensus within 
an IEP team:  
 

 Identify the most important issue of disagreement. 
 Listen to others. 
 Determine which areas you can compromise on. 
 Brainstorm possible solutions. 
 Consider each possible solution. List and consider the pros and cons of each. 
 Discuss the pros and cons and select the solution which minimizes the cons and maximizes 

the pros. 
 Get input from all team members. Discuss the problem and possible solutions until you find 

the solution which can be supported by all.   
 
This information was adapted from the Iowa Department of Education. 

 
 



 

 

 

Page 8 TEAM NEWS 

The 2014-2015 school year will bring a new assessment test schedule. In the fall, 
students in grades 4, 8, and 11 will take the North Dakota State Assessment (NDSA) in 
science or the North Dakota Alternate Assessment (NDAA). This assessment is the same 
assessment given in previous years. The same accommodations will be available for the 
NDSA in science and those selected for each student must be recorded on the TIENET 
assessment page. The USDE has eliminated the two percent science assessment option, 
so these students will be taking the NDSA in science. The English/language arts and 
mathematics state assessments will be given in the spring. 
 
The Alternate Assessment being developed by Dynamic Learning Maps (DLM) will have 
another field test in the fall. The new English/language arts and mathematics alternate 
assessment will be administered for the first time in the spring of 2015. Training for 
teachers administering this assessment will be held in September. The training dates and 
location are: September 17 at the Henry Biesiot Activities Center in Dickinson; September 
18 at the Kelly Inn in Fargo; and September 23 at the Bismarck Public Schools Career 
Center. Training for local/district personnel who will be involved with the administration 
of this assessment will be held later in the fall. Our new regional coordinator, Tammy 
Henke, will be the contact person for this assessment and training. Her email is 
thenke@nd.gov. 
 
The NDSA being developed by Smarter Balanced will be the assessment for students in 
grades 3-8 and 11, including students who previously took the two percent exam.  
Smarter Balanced announced recently that its Digital Library, an online collection of 
resources developed to assist teachers in developing formative assessments aligned to the 
new state assessment, will be available in October. 
 
As IEPs are being developed for the coming school year, the IEP team discussions about 
student participation in the state assessment will continue to include identifying the 
accommodations the student will need for the assessment. Teams must make sure the 
student’s menu of instructional accommodations and assessment accommodations are 
aligned. Many of the accommodations previously listed on the TIENET page have become 
part of the Universal Tools that Smarter Balanced has incorporated into its assessment 
design. As a result, these accommodations are available to all students and no longer 
need to be recorded on the assessment page. Examples of the Universal Tools include 
breaks, extended time, etc. Another set of accommodations, the Designated Supports, 
must be decided prior to the assessment by educators who know the student or a team of 
educators, parents and, when appropriate, the student. These supports must be activated 
in the assessment platform prior to the test administration. Examples of Designated 
Supports include background or font color, masking answers, etc. The final sets of 
supports, called Accommodations, are those the IEP team determines a student needs in 
order to participate in the assessment. Like the Designated Supports, the 
Accommodations must be activated prior to the assessment in the state assessment 
platform. 
 
For more information visit the link to the Usability, Accessibility, and Accommodations 
Guidelines at www.smarterbalanced.org/wordpress/wp-content/uploads/2013/09/
SmarterBalanced_Guidelines_091113.pdf. Training for the administration of this 
assessment will be forthcoming. 

IDEA Update 

mailto:thenke@nd.gov�
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Title II, Part B/MSP Update 
Grant Opportunities 
 American Honda Foundation http://corporate.honda.com/america/philanthropy.aspx?id=ahf 

○ The current funding priority of the American Honda Foundation is youth education, 
specifically in the areas of science, technology, engineering, mathematics, the environment, 
job training, and literacy. 

○ Grant deadlines: August 1, 2014 and November 1, 2014 
 

 Braitmayer Foundation www.braitmayerfoundation.org/guidelines/ 
○ The Braitmayer Foundation is interested in proposals utilizing innovative practices in K-12 

education through the United States. Of particular interests are: 
 Curricular and school reform initiatives 
 Preparation of and professional development opportunities for teachers, particularly 

those which encourage people of high ability and diverse background to enter and 
remain in K-12 teaching 

○ Grant deadline: Open application 
 

 Toshiba (Grades K-5) www.toshiba.com/taf/k5.jsp 
○ Grades K-5 teachers are invited to apply online for the $1,000 Toshiba American 

Foundation grant to help bring an innovative hands-on project into their classroom. 
○ Grant deadline: October 1 each year 
 

 Toshiba (Grades 6-12) www.toshiba.com/taf/612.jsp 
○ Wanted: Classroom Innovators! Toshiba America Foundation accepts applications from 

teachers who are passionate about making science and mathematics more engaging for 
their students.  

○ Grades 6-12 grant requests for $5,000 or less are accepted on a rolling basis, throughout 
the calendar year. 

○ Grant deadlines: August 1 and/or February 1 each year  
 

 The Actuarial Foundation www.actuarialfoundation.org/programs/teachers/
what_asa_grant.shtml 
○ ASA grants support math programs that open your students’ minds to the practical power of 

math! The purpose of an ASA grant is to support math enhancement programs that bridge 
the gap between classroom and real world mathematics. We invite you to submit an 
application for a math enhancement program that you would like to see funded at your 
school!  

○ Grant deadline:  Open application  
 

 The DuPage Community Foundation www.dcfdn.org/Apply/GrantGuidelines.aspx 
○ Through the Community Needs Grant Program, the DuPage Community Foundation 

supports programs and projects which impact, improve, enhance, and enrich the quality of 
life for DuPage County residents. Through two grant cycles each year, the Foundation 
accepts applications from local, not-for-profit organizations serving the community in the 
following areas: 
 Arts and Culture 
 Education 
 Environment 
 Health and Human Services 

○ Grant deadline:  September 15, 2014  

http://corporate.honda.com/america/philanthropy.aspx?id=ahf�
http://www.braitmayerfoundation.org/guidelines/�
http://www.toshiba.com/taf/k5.jsp�
http://www.toshiba.com/taf/612.jsp�
http://www.actuarialfoundation.org/programs/teachers/what_asa_grant.shtml�
http://www.actuarialfoundation.org/programs/teachers/what_asa_grant.shtml�
http://www.actuarialfoundation.org/programs/teachers/what_asa_grant.shtml�
http://www.actuarialfoundation.org/programs/teachers/what_asa_grant.shtml�
http://www.dcfdn.org/Apply/GrantGuidelines.aspx�


Page 10 TEAM NEWS 

The ND DPI is one of ten states 
involved in a Kindergarten Entry 
Assessment Consortium. To support 
assessment development efforts for a 
state-of-the-art formative 
assessment, the process includes a 
common assessment aligned with 
participating states’ pre-
kindergarten standards so the 
consortium has a thorough 
understanding of the content of all 
participating states’ standards. This 
effort examines consortium states’ 
pre-kindergarten standards that 
pertain to children the year 
immediately prior to their 
kindergarten entry and compares 
the standards to the Head Start 
Child Development and Early 
Learning Framework. This work will 
guide and inform North Dakota and 
other consortium state work on the 
development of a Kindergarten Entry 
Assessment. 
 
Next steps include North Dakota’s 
participation in a working committee 
to make recommendations to the 
executive committee regarding what 
learning areas, based on the 
standard analysis project, should be 
measured in the formative 
assessment. Further working 
committees will take place 

throughout the next two years including assessment design, professional development, 
implementation and sustainability, technology, and stakeholder engagement. Through engaged 
committee work, North Dakota and the consortium states will come to better understand the 
approaches other states have taken around stakeholder engagement, assessment design and 
development, and identify technical assistance helpful to state implementation. 
 
For further information regarding the Kindergarten Entry Assessment project, please visit 
www.dpi.state.nd.us/EarlyChildhoodEduc/consortium.shtm on the ND DPI’s early childhood 
website. 

Kindergarten Entry Assessment Update: Analysis of  
North Dakota Pre-kindergarten Standards 

http://www.dpi.state.nd.us/EarlyChildhoodEduc/consortium.shtm�
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Competitive Grant Funding 
The ND DPI is required to have all federal programs that distribute competitive grant funds use the 
state-established procurement process. In preparation for the 2014-2015 school year, McKinney-
Vento grant awards will be determined using procurement criteria. This new requirement gives the 
ND DPI less flexibility with the McKinney-Vento funds application process, as the procurement 
regulations dictate how funding is distributed. This basically means that we will be using a per 
pupil allocation amount rather than basing allocations on need alone. 
 
Once again, districts need to prepare for a significant reduction in McKinney-Vento grant funds. 
The reduction in funding is a result of more districts with homeless students applying for the 
funding and the change to a per pupil allocation method. 

 
Information regarding the forms and procedures to apply for McKinney-Vento funding can be 
accessed at https://apps.nd.gov/csd/spo/services/bidder/searchSolicitation.htm on the state 
procurement website. 
 
If you have questions, please contact Candy Tollefson at ctollefson@nd.gov or (701) 328-2272. 
 
District Liason 
Starting with the 2014-2015 school year, district superintendents will no longer be able to represent 
the district as the district homeless liaison. One of the roles of the homeless liaison is to serve as an 
advocate for families experiencing homelessness. Allowing district superintendents to fulfill this role 
creates a conflict of interest and a possible barrier for homeless students as they are the authorized 
representative. Districts must identify another district employee to serve as the homeless liaison, 
such as a school counselor or other child advocate. Districts will identify this liaison on the 2014-
2015 consolidated application. 
 
Allowable Use of Title I, Part A Homeless Set-Aside Funds  
Starting with the 2014-2015 school year, Title I, Part A homeless set-aside funds may now be used 
for the following: 
 

 Liaison Salary: LEAs must reserve Title I funds, as necessary, to provide instructional and 
related services to homeless children and youth within their district. However, LEAs may now 
reserve additional Title I, Part A funds to pay for the salary of the district’s homeless liaison. 
If the homeless liaison has other duties, Title I set-aside funds may only be used for the 
portion of time spent on homeless liaison responsibilities. 

 
 Transportation to the School of Origin: LEAs may now use Title I, Part A homeless set-

aside funds to transport homeless students to and from their school of origin. However, since 
districts are required to set-aside Title I, Part A homeless funds for instruction and related 
serves for homeless students, districts would need to increase their Title I, Part A set-aside 
amounts and budget these additional funds for homeless student transportation. 

 
 

Homeless Update 
Changes to the McKinney-Vento Program 

https://apps.nd.gov/csd/spo/services/bidder/searchSolicitation.htm�
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 New State Coordinator 
Effective immediately, Margaret Baune has been assigned the 
responsibility to coordinate the N&D program. As Jacki Harasym is still in the unit, it should 
be a smooth transition.   

 2014-2015 N&D Grant Application 
The ND DPI is in the final stages of  releasing the 2014-2015 application process and hopes to 
disseminate this information to districts within the next week. Funding is available for: 

 Local Neglected Programs 
 Local Delinquent Programs 
 

If you have questions, please contact Margaret Baune, N&D coordinator, at mbaune@nd.gov or 
(701) 328-2317. 

N&D Update 

Schools in year two and beyond of the program improvement cycle are required to implement the 
supplemental educational services (SES) provision. This provision requires districts to set aside up 
to 20% of their Title I funds if the need exists for SES. 
 
The ND DPI applied for and received approval on a waiver to allow schools and districts identified 
for improvement to apply to be an SES provider. Although parents still get to select the provider of 
choice, this waiver will allow parents and districts more options. This will be particularly helpful to 
small, rural districts with few providers in the area. 
 
Please note, there have been some minor revisions to the application that was previously 
disseminated at the Program Improvement Workshop, so please make sure you are using the 
newly revised version to complete your application. Districts interested in being on the state-
approved list of SES providers need to complete the application available at www.dpi.state.nd.us/
title1/targeted/general/SESapp.pdf or www.dpi.state.nd.us/title1/targeted/general/SESapp.doc. 
 
A sample completed SES application is also available on the Federal Title Programs website at 
www.dpi.state.nd.us/title1/targeted/general/supsrvcs.shtm. The sample outlines the level of 
detail needed for a school or district to be approved. Applicants are strongly encouraged to review 
the sample application. 
 
The due date for districts to submit an SES application is July 8, 2014. The applications will be 
reviewed, and schools and districts will receive correspondence regarding their approval status. In 
mid-July, the Federal Title Programs office will disseminate the final state-approved SES provider 
list for the 2014-2015 school year, so districts can begin disseminating SES information to 
parents. 
 
If you have questions on this process, please contact Lauri Nord, SES coordinator, at lnord@nd.gov 
or (701) 328-2282. 

District SES Applications 
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The electronic consolidated application in STARS is open for data entry for the 2014-2015 school 
year and can be accessed at https://secure.apps.state.nd.us/dpi/stars/Login.aspx on the ND 
DPI’s website. 
 
Please note the following important details regarding the completion of your consolidated 
application: 

 The estimated allocations have been pre-populated into the applications to allow school 
districts to start working on their 2014-2015 applications. Since the allocation amounts are 
estimates, please do not submit your application. Once you have been notified that the final 
allocations have replaced these estimated amounts in the consolidated application, you may 
make necessary adjustments in funding and submit. 

 The STARS consolidated application report is due on August 29, 2014. The report must be 
completed and submitted by this date. Applications not completed will forfeit the federal 
Title funding. 

 The final Title carryover amounts to be entered on the allocation page can be found on your 
approved final financial report. 

 Districts are reminded that board approval must be documented in board minutes prior to the 
consolidated application submission date. 

 The Federal Title Programs office has assigned a contact person to each school district in the 
state. The chart was recently revised and is available at www.dpi.state.nd.us/title1/progress/
picontacts.pdf. Please ensure your district has communicated with your contact person to 
conduct an initial review of your application. 

 For the 2014-2015 school year, three new sections have been added to the consolidated 
application for Federal Title Funding on STARS. 

○ Title II Required Needs Assessment: Title II law requires that each district have a needs 
assessment that determines how the district’s federal Title II funds are utilized. The Federal 
Title Programs staff must access and review the district’s needs assessment to determine 
whether the Title II activities presented in the consolidated application are allowable and are 
supported by the district’s needs assessment. 
 
Therefore, new for the 2014-2015 school year, districts will upload their needs assessment 
into STARS. Two available options for completing the required needs assessment are as 
follows: 

 A template for this requirement can be found at www.dpi.state.nd.us/titleII/
needs_assessment.shtm on the Title II website. This could be completed and 
uploaded into STARS. 

 Completion of the AdvancED student diagnostics and stakeholder reports and 
submission through STARS can also illustrate the district’s needs to satisfy this 
requirement. 

Districts will upload their needs assessment in the Allocations section of the consolidated 
application under “General Information.” Under the question titled “Title II Part A Funding 
Priorities”, there is a designated area to upload the district’s needs assessment. 

 
 

Consolidated Application for Federal Title Funding 
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○ Title I AYP Plan: Districts will complete an additional page of the consolidated application 
for each of their Title I schools identified for program improvement. Meeting all of the  
Title I program improvement requirements is a prerequisite to receiving Title I funding. 
Therefore, districts will need to document timely compliance with all program improvement 
requirements on the consolidated application. A series of check boxes is provided in this 
section so the district’s authorized representative can assure the requirements have been 
met in a timely manner. These check boxes will need to be completed before submitting the 
consolidated application by August 29, 2014. The check boxes can only be selected once 
ALL program improvement documents have been uploaded to the Secure File Transfer 
System (SFTS). 

○ Homeless: Due to the increase of homeless students throughout the state, each district 
must complete information relating to how Title I funds are utilized to support homeless 
students, or the district’s plan to utilize this funding source should the district have 
homeless students throughout the school year. 

 The ND DPI has prepared guidance to assist school personnel in completing the consolidated 
application. The following documents are available: 

○ Guidance for the Consolidated Application for Federal Title Funding 
www.dpi.state.nd.us/grants/guidance.pdf 

○ Electronic Consolidated Application Help Screens 
www.dpi.state.nd.us/resource/STARS/Reports/ConsolidatedApplication.pdf 

○ Guidance for Targeted Assistance  
www.dpi.state.nd.us/title1/targeted/index.shtm 
www.dpi.state.nd.us/title1/guidance.shtm 

○ Guidance for Schoolwide 
www.dpi.state.nd.us/title1/schlwide/index.shtm 
www.dpi.state.nd.us/title1/guidance.shtm 

○ Guidance for Title II 
 Title II Q & A Guidance 
 www.dpi.state.nd.us/titleII/QAIIA.pdf 
 Needs Assessment 
 www.dpi.state.nd.us/Title II/needs_assessment.shtm 
 Title II Fact Sheet 
 www.dpi.state.nd.us/Title II/Afact.pdf. 
 Title II Private School Requirements 
 www.dpi.state.nd.us/titleII/private.shtm 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Consolidated Application for Federal Title Funding 
(continued) 
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NEW 2014-2015 PLANNING YEAR SCHOOLWIDE SCHOOLS 
 Submit Statement of Intent and Documentation of Poverty 
 View with ALL staff the Schoolwide Information Session (Document) 
 Submit Commitment to Schoolwide Planning 
 Make plans for Schoolwide Team to attend Introduction to Schoolwide Planning Training  

August 7, 2014, in Bismarck 
 
CURRENT 2013-2014 PLANNING YEAR SCHOOLWIDE SCHOOLS  
 Make revisions as needed to schoolwide plan per review 
 Schedule Schoolwide Implementation WebEx 
 Begin work on Schoolwide Consolidated Application 
 
CURRENT SCHOOLWIDE SCHOOLS 
 Submit revisions to the schoolwide plan 
 Submit Title I Final Financial Report 
 Begin work on Schoolwide Consolidation Application 
 
Enjoy the rest of your summer! 

Title I Schoolwide Reminders  

School professionals often ask what strategies or activities other schools are using or doing and 
are they effective. Without pulling data and looking into this on a school by school basis of course 
it is difficult to say whether or not they are effective. However, we can at least help by offering 
some insight for what schools across the state are using Title I funds. There is a variety of staffing 
utilizations, reading, and mathematics intervention materials whether online or tangible, as well as 
a variety of other creative uses of funds. It would be impossible to list them all here, so we have 
created a spreadsheet of examples posted at www.dpi.state.nd.us/title1/schlwide/swact.pdf. 

What’s Happening in the Title I Schools? 

http://www.dpi.state.nd.us/title1/schlwide/swact.pdf�


ELL Reminders: June 
ACCESS Results 
 Review Student Results 
 Exiting Students (students meeting exit 

requirements): 
○ Send out parent notification 
○ Prepare folder for monitor (2 years) 

 Non-Exiting Students 
○ Gather list of students for ILPs 
○ Communicate parent and teacher report  

 
Plan for ELL Professional Development 
 Local Training Plans 
 ELL Data Team Training (WIDA) – September 

23-24, 2014 
 ACCESS for ELLs®  Test Administrator 

Training– TBD 
 ND DPI Fall Conference/TESOL – October 8-10, 2014  
 

Title III Allocations—2014-2015 School Year 
 The ND DPI anticipates posting final Title III allocations for school districts and consortiums 

within the next week. 
 

Questions on ELL Issues 
 School personnel can contact one of the following individuals for questions on Title III 

programming: 

○ Lodee Arnold, ELL Administrator, Federal Title Programs  
laarnold@nd.gov or (701) 328-1876 

○ Jill Frohlich, Administrative Assistant, ELL/Bilingual  
jmfrohlich@nd.gov or (701) 328-2254 

○ Patty Carmichael, Fiscal Officer, ELL/Bilingual 
pcarmichael@nd.gov or (701) 328-3264 

○ In addition, Kerri Whipple is working part-time for the SEEC office, providing technical 
assistance and professional development regarding Title III ELL/Bilingual issues. School 
personnel can still contact Kerri for technical assistance and professional development; 
however, Kerri will not be available to work with the administrative functions of the       
Title III/Bilingual program. Contact Kerrie at whipplk1@ndseec.com, (701) 361-1392 (c), or 
(701) 446-3192 (vm). 

TEAM NEWS Page 17 
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Upcoming Events 
 
Annual School Administrators’ Workshop 
July 21-23, 2014 in Bismarck, ND 
Information is available at www.dpi.state.nd.us/approve/admin.shtm 
 
1st Annual North Dakota Indian Education Summit 
July 22, 2014 in Bismarck, ND 
Information is available at www.dpi.state.nd.us/natived/summit2014.pdf  
 
21st CCLC Summer Conference 
August 5-6, 2014, in Fargo, ND 
Information is available at www.dpi.state.nd.us/21stCent/summer-conf-flyer2014.pdf  
 
1st Annual North Dakota Educational Academy 
August 5-6, 2014 in Bismarck, ND 
Information is available at www.dpi.state.nd.us/events.shtm 
 
Schoolwide Training 
August 7, 2014, in Bismarck, ND 
Information will be posted at www.dpi.state.nd.us/title1/events.shtm as it becomes available   
 
New Title I Teacher Training 
August 28, 2014 in Bismarck, ND 
Information is available at www.dpi.state.nd.us/title1/events.shtm  
 
2014 ND DPI Fall Conference 
October 8-10, 2014 in Bismarck, ND 
Information is available at www.dpi.state.nd.us/title1/fallconf2014/fallconf2014.shtm  
 
National Title I Conference 
February 5-8, 2015 in Salt Lake City, UT 
Information is available at www.titlei.org/conference   
 
2015 NCTM Conference 
April 15-18, 2015 in Boston, MA 
Information is available at www.nctm.org/boston   
 
2015 IRA Conference 
July 17-20, 2015 in St. Louis, MO 
Information is available at www.reading.org/   
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Special Education Staff TDD (701) 328-4920 Office Fax (701) 328-4149 

Gerry Teevens, Director 
Email: gteevens@nd.gov 
Phone: (701) 328-2277 

  

Brenda Oas 
Assistant Director of SPDG 
Email: boas@nd.gov 
Phone: (701) 328-2277  

MacKenzie Bertsch 
Data Coordinator 
Email: mmbertsch@nd.gov 
Phone: (701) 328-3426 

Dr. Lynn Dodge 
Special Education Coordinator 
Email: ldodge@nd.gov 
Phone: (701) 328-4564 
  

LaDawn Eisenbeis 
Administrative Assistant 
Email: lreisenbeis@nd.gov 
Phone: (701) 328-2277 

Tammy Henke 
Assistant Director, North 
Dakota Alternate Assessment 
Email: thenke@nd.gov 
Phone: (701) 328-3330 

Mary McCarvel-O’Connor 
Special Education Coordinator 
Email: moconnor@nd.gov 
Phone: (701) 328-4560 

Kevin McDonough 
Special Education Coordinator 
Email: kcmcdonough@nd.gov 
Phone: (701) 328-2277  

Andrea Pena 
SPDG Grant Coordinator 
Email: adpena@nd.gov 
Phone: (701) 328-3731 

Bob Rutten 
Special Education Coordinator 
Email: brutten@nd.gov 
Phone: (701) 328-2277  

Colleen Schneider 
Administrative Assistant 
Email: cischneider@nd.gov 
Phone: (701) 328-3217 

Nancy Skorheim 
Special Education Coordinator 
Email: nskorheim@nd.gov 
Phone: (701) 328-2277 

Kathy Smith 
IDEA B Grants Manager 
Email: kasmith@nd.gov 
Phone: (701) 328-2615 

Michelle Souther 
Office Manager 
Email: msouther@nd.gov 
Phone: (701) 328-2652 

  

 

North Dakota 
Department of  Public Instruction 
600 E. Boulevard Avenue, Dept. 201 
Bismarck, ND 58505-0440 
www.dpi.state.nd.us/index.shtm 
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Federal Title Programs Staff      Toll Free (888) 605-1951           Office Fax (701) 328-0203  
 

Laurie Matzke, Director 
Email: lmatzke@nd.gov 
Phone: (701) 328-2284 

  

 
 
Lodee Arnold 
Assistant Director 
Schoolwide, Title III ELL/Bilingual 
Programs 
Email: laarnold@nd.gov  
Phone: (701) 328-1876 

 
 
Margaret Baune 
Program Administrator 
N&D Programs, Early Childhood 
Education  
Email: mbaune@nd.gov 
Phone: (701) 328-2317 

 
 
Tara Bitz 
Assistant Director 
Early Childhood Education  
Email: tbitz@nd.gov 
Phone: (701) 328-4646  

Ann Ellefson 
Assistant Director 
Private School Programs, 
NDMILE 
Email: aellefson@nd.gov 
Phone: (701) 328-2488 

Jacki Harasym 
Assistant Director 
Title I/Homeless, 
Special Education Liaison 
Email: jharasym@nd.gov 
Phone: (701) 857-7770  

Beth Larson-Steckler 
Program Administrator 
Title II, Part B 
Email: esteckler@nd.gov 
Phone: (701) 328-3544 

Lauri Nord 
Program Administrator 
SES Coordinator,  
School Improvement Grant 
Email: lnord@nd.gov 
Phone: (701) 328-2282  

Sandy Peterson  
Program Administrator 
Migrant Education,  
Title I Credentials 
Email: smpeterson@nd.gov 
Phone: (701) 328-2170 

Josh Sharp 
Program Administrator 
21st CCLC 
Email: jesharp@nd.gov  
Phone: (701) 328-2285 
 
 

    

 
Patty Carmichael 
Administrative Staff Officer 
Procurement, Fall Conference  
Coordinator 
Email: pcarmichael@nd.gov 
Phone: (701) 328-3264 

 
Vacant 
Administrative Assistant 
Early Childhood Education 
 

 
Jill Frohlich 
Administrative Assistant 
Schoolwide, Title III ELL/
Bilingual  Programs,  
21st CCLC 
Email: jmfrohlich@nd.gov 
Phone: (701) 328-2254 

Jane Gratz 
Fiscal Officer 
Title II,  
Paraprofessional Certificates 
Email: jmgratz@nd.gov 
Phone: (701) 328-2292 
  

Mary Neigum 
Fiscal Officer 
Title I 
Email: mneigum@nd.gov 
Phone: (701) 328-2281  

Vacant 
Administrative Staff Officer 
 

Megan Carmichael 
Student Intern 
Email: mcarmichael@nd.gov 

  

Program Staff  

Support and Fiscal Staff  
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