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Winship Elementary School Receives Title I Distinguished
School Award

Each year, the National Association of State Title | Directors sponsors the Title |
Distinguished School Recognition Program. North Dakota’s Winship
Elementary School in the Grand Forks Public School District was selected for
this national recognition for the 2006-2007 school year. The Winship
Elementary School, as well as other Title I schools throughout the nation, will
be honored at the National Title I Conference Distinguished Schools Award
ceremony in Long Beach, California on Saturday, January 27, 2007. Schools are
selected for outstanding results in one of two categories:

1. Exceptional student performance for two or more consecutive years

2. Closing the achievement gap between student groups.
Winship Elementary was selected for their exceptional student performance for
two or more consecutive years.

The North Dakota Title | Committee of Practitioners reviewed the applications
for this award in the fall of 2006. Schools applying for this recognition were
required to provide documentation in the following areas: opportunities for all
students to meet proficient and advanced levels of performance, strong
professional development, coordination with
other programs, curriculum and instruction to
support achievement of high standards, and
partnerships among schools, parents, and
communities. In addition to these requirements,
each school applying submitted the last three
years of achievement data and a one-page
description of their school.

If you are interested in nominating your school
for the Title I Distinguished School Award,
please watch for more information at the
beginning of the 2007-2008 school year.

Congratulations to the Winship Elementary School for a job well done!

DPI 9" Floor Staff Temporary Relocation

Department of Public Instruction (DPI) staff located on the 9" floor will be temporarily moved to locations on the
State Capitol’s 18" floor and the Northbrook Mall from November 24, 2006 through December 29, 2006. Title | staff
will all be relocated to the Northbrook Mall. This is only short-term while the floor receives updates due to the

capital’s fire suppression project.

Department staff will still be able to be reached at their same email addresses, phone numbers, and fax numbers
during the move. Also, mail will be forwarded to the appropriate offices. Directions to the Northbrook Mall are
available at www.nd.gov/fac/officeinfo/sprinklers/directions%20t0%20northbrook.pdf on the state’s website.



http://www.nd.gov/fac/officeinfo/sprinklers/directions%20to%20northbrook.pdf
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Mark Your Calendar

The State Title I office is excited to announce the dates for its 2007 Title I Fall Workshop, October 8-9, 2007. This
workshop will be organized similar to the workshop held in the fall of 2006. We will again be having one meeting
centrally located in Bismarck. We are working with some big name speakers and it is too difficult to expect them to
come to North Dakota twice in separate locations. Therefore, we have booked the Bismarck Civic Center to
accommodate participants as this event continues to grow in size. Details of the workshop are still being finalized. We
will keep you posted on its progress in future issues of the Title | News. Please mark your calendars for this event!

Possible Budget Revision Due to Census Error

On October 29, 2006 all public school district system administrators and business managers received an email from
the department outlining some federal allocation adjustments due to an error made by the U.S. Census Bureau. The
federal programs affected by this error were Title I, Title I D, and Title V. The revised allocation amounts are posted
online at www.dpi.state.nd.us/grants/allocap.pdf. Please compare the amount listed online with the amount posted and
entered into the district’s STARS consolidated application to determine what action is necessary for your district.

Rather than have all districts throughout the state conduct budget revisions to make these adjustments, the following
options have been shared with districts:

» If the difference between the revised October allocation and the STARS consolidated application allocation is
a decrease of LESS than $100, no action is required. Please note: Districts will only be reimbursed up to their
October allocation amounts plus any carryover.

» If the difference between the revised October allocation and the STARS consolidated application allocation is
a decrease of MORE than $100, the school district is REQUIRED to submit a budget revision to revise the
budget accordingly. This budget revision must be done through STARS. No funds will be paid until these
required budget revisions are submitted and approved.

» For districts that had enough unobligated funds to cover the allocation decrease, no action is required as there
will simply be less funding to carryover in subsequent school years.

» ALL Schoolwide co-mingling programs MUST revise their budget, no matter the difference. For these
programs, reports and payments are calculated on a formula basis; therefore, accurate budget amounts are
necessary.

» If there is no change between the revised October allocation and the STARS consolidated application
allocation, no action is required.

If your district needs to do a budget revision, please log onto the STARS and complete the process at your earliest
convenience. If you have questions or concerns, please feel free to contact the State Title I office.

2005-2006 School District Profile Notification

The State Title I office would like to inform you of the recent release of the 2005-2006 School District Profile (also
known as the School District Report Card).

Information in these profiles include statewide school plant performance data and statewide district performance data,
as well as information on the district’s assessment, demographics, and the statewide district performance summary. It
takes some time to generate data for each of these categories; therefore, the department is just now releasing 2005-
2006 information.

This also serves as a prime opportunity to remind school districts that they are required to inform parents that this
information is available to them. A sample letter regarding this requirement is available at
www.dpi.state.nd.us/titlel/springwkshp/profileletter.pdf. Most districts choose to inform parents of the availability of
this information through their school newsletter.



http://www.dpi.state.nd.us/grants/allocap.pdf
http://www.dpi.state.nd.us/title1/springwkshp/profileletter.pdf
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Title I Mid-Year Financial Report

The 2006-2007 Title I Mid-Year Financial Report (SFN 7822) will be mailed to school districts in mid-December.
The Title I Mid-Year Financial Report form will be due on January 16, 2007. Please report all expenditures from July
1, 2006 through December 31, 2006 on the financial report. The Title | Mid-Year Report forms should not be
completed and submitted until after your return from the December holiday vacation. This will ensure that all
expenses from July 1, 2006 through December 31, 2006 are accounted for on the report.

Prior to the report being due, the State Title | office will be mailing each district a copy of the most recent approved
budget figures on file in the State Title I office. These will be the figures districts will use to complete the report.
Districts are also reminded that these figures are to match their ledgers at the local level.

The Title | Mid-Year Financial Report (SFN 7822) is available online as a PDF document at
www.dpi.state.nd.us/forms/sfn7822.pdf and in MS Word format at www.dpi.state.nd.us/forms/word/sfn7822.doc.
Guidance to assist you in completing the form is also available online at
www.dpi.state.nd.us/forms/instruct/instruct7822.pdf.

If you have questions or need assistance with this form, please contact Mary Neigum, Title I fiscal officer, by email at
mneigum@nd.gov or by phone at (701) 328-2281.

Reading Month 2007 is Coming Soon

Each year, the month of February is designated as North Dakota’s
Reading Month. The theme for Reading Month 2007 is
“Mission Briefcase: Somewhere in the States.”

ssion Briefcase:

Somewhere in the States”

The State Title | office contracts with North Dakota teachers each year to create the Reading Month packet. This
year’s packet is being prepared by Barb Williams, Deb Hornung, and Megan Ronderos from the Jamestown Public
School District.

The State Title | office is planning to mail out the packets to schools in December. Each school within the state will
receive one packet to share with all school staff. Please note that the packets will be placed in an envelope and mailed
generically to each school, not addressed to anyone’s attention. The phrase “Reading Month” will be stamped in large
red letters on the outside of the envelope. Please keep watch for your packet at the end of December. Once the mailing
has been sent, the Reading Month packet will also be on the Title | website at
www.dpi.state.nd.us/titlel/resource/read/index.shtm.

With the knowledge that books can take you places, the inspiration of this year’s reading month theme has evolved.
The focus is to explore the United States through the eyes of a detective. Each day includes a clue for the destination
and interesting facts about each location. The mission of this packet is that students will complete their travels
through investigating and researching books, the Internet, and other valuable resources. The preparers of this year’s
packet encourage 10-15 minutes of reading during each day’s travel to the new destination(s) of the day.

The packet includes a daily calendar of destinations, a list of optional daily activities, state facts and trivia, along with
lists of relevant books, websites, music, and project ideas. Many subjects have been integrated into the reading month
packet including: math, art, geography, history, science/health, and of course, reading. Special days like Ground
Hog’s day, President’s Day, Valentine’s Day, Black History, and Dental Health have also been included. Hawaii was
chosen as the final destination, in order that you may reward your students with a Hawaiian Luau to celebrate their
traveling success.

The organizers are integrating many of the suggestions and ideas that were submitted from the 2006 Reading Month
feedback sheets. If anyone has any questions or comments regarding this project, please contact Nita Wirtz, Assistant
Director in the State Title I office at nwirtz@nd.gov or at (701) 328-1876. Happy travels and good luck!



http://www.dpi.state.nd.us/forms/sfn7822.pdf
http://www.dpi.state.nd.us/forms/word/sfn7822.doc
http://www.dpi.state.nd.us/forms/instruct/instruct7822.pdf
http://www.dpi.state.nd.us/title1/resource/read/index.shtm
mailto:nwirtz@state.nd.us
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Title I Self-Monitoring Reminder

In order for State Title | program staff to successfully monitor the amount of schools that are required, 40 school
districts were selected and have been notified of their participation in the Title | Self-Monitoring process. Title | Self-
Monitoring guides have been created for Title | schoolwide, Title | targeted assistance, Title | Co-op, and Title |
Private schools. A listing of the districts chosen and a copy of the self-monitoring guides are available online at
www.dpi.state.nd.us/titlel/targeted/resource/monitor/index.shtm.

The self-monitoring guide and corresponding documentation is due to the State Title I office on or before December
12, 2006.

Director’s Report

Projected Title | Funding for the 2007-2008 School Year
The Bush Administration, the House, and the Senate have begun the process of determining appropriations for the
2007-2008 school year. Below, I have highlighted a timeline of how events occur in a typical year.

» Congress passes the appropriations bill in December for the subsequent year’s funding.
» The U.S. Department of Education (USDE) typically generates an estimated state Title I allocation in January.

» The Department of Public Instruction then determines eligibility status for Title | funding. This usually occurs in
February.

» After eligibility has been determined, the department uses each district’s aggregate units for funding purposes.

» In February 2007, the State Title | office will send correspondence to all Title I authorized representatives,
informing them of the status of their aggregate units. Each district will receive a chart comparing their last year’s
aggregate units to the current totals. If the aggregate units increase from the prior year, the allocation may
increase, if additional funds are available. If the aggregate units go down, the allocation will most likely also
decrease. If the numbers do not change much, the allocation will most likely remain steady.

Sample District
Census Free Meals Reduced Meals Foster Agareqate Units
(15.5%) (46%6) (23%) (15.5%) ggreg
2004 Data 782 1496 691 64 978.220
2005 Data 933 1724 720 64 1113.175

» The department will then generate an estimated federal Title allocation for each eligible district. These amounts
should be available by March 2007.

» Finally, the department generates and posts the final federal Title allocations when they are received from the
USDE. This should occur in May.

We are currently under a continuing resolution at the federal level. Hopefully, Congress will provide an appropriation
for the 2007-2008 school year before they adjourn for the holiday break in December. In that event, the timeline listed
above will be fairly accurate. Presently, the House and Senate have level funded Title I for the subsequent school
year.

It is also a possibility that they will approve another continuing resolution and have the new congress deal with the
appropriations when they reconvene in January 2007. In that case, everything will be significantly delayed.

We will keep you posted on the allocation process in future issues of the newsletter.


http://www.dpi.state.nd.us/title1/targeted/resource/monitor/index.shtm
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Upcoming RTI Survey

As many of you are aware, the issue of Response to Intervention (RTI) has been an extremely popular topic. The State
Title 1 office developed guidance on this issue last January. A statewide RTI committee, established last winter,
continues to develop guidance and resources for school personnel across the state. The Title | office, as well as Title |
personnel from the field, are actively involved in this statewide committee.

The committee’s next endeavor is to create a website to house all of the information that has been created on the topic
of RTI. Therefore, the State Title | office is going to use our online survey tool to gather information needed for this
website. The State Title | office has had great success with its recent online surveys and know that this is a wonderful
way to get feedback and input from the field regarding projects and initiatives happening at the state level. The survey
will go to all Title I teachers, schoolwide personnel, administrators, principals, and special education directors. Please
be on the lookout for this survey; your input is greatly appreciated.

Monthly Featured Articles

Math Corner By: Florence Hilzendeger Knuckle Months

Mathamusements, by Raymond Blu and illustrated by Jeff Sinclair, provides countless activities to help children
remember facts that are difficult to retain. One such activity is entitled Knuckle Months.

The Number of Days in Each Month

Thirty days hath September, April, June, and November.
February alone has twenty-eight, all the rest have thirty-one,
Excepting Leap Year — that’s the time when February’s days are twenty-nine.

This works fine as long as you can remember the poem, but when memory fails, you may be able to apply the
following activity entitled Knuckle Months.

¢+ Hold your hands in front of you, palms down, and make two fists.
+« You will now see eight top knuckles and spaces between them. From left to right, these knuckles and spaces

represent the months of the year. See illustration.
May November

September
March

April June July August October December
February & l / \ / /

)

(

% Find the month that you are looking for to see how many days it has. The months on the knuckles each have
31 days (January, March, May, July, August, October, and December). The months in the spaces between the
knuckles are those that have 30 days (April, June, September, and November). February is the exception. It is
in a space between the knuckles but it has only 28 days (except once every four years when February has 29
days, leap year).

Memorize the little poem or use the knuckles to remember the number of days in each month. If you don’t think the
knuckle method is better, ask someone to recite the little poem and you will find that most people cannot.
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All I Want for Christmas is a

Reading Corner By: Nita Wirtz Brand New Book!

For a last couple of years, | have made it a tradition to showcase around the holiday season a Reading Corner segment
on new and award-winning books. This year, in keeping with tradition is “All I want for Christmas is a brand new
book!” This year’s list includes books for both the young and the young at heart!

Children’s Books:

My Adventure on New Year's Day (Paperback)

by Colleen Madonna Flood Williams, Cris DiMarco (Editor)

Published by Orchard Press Academy, My Adventure books are as unique as the child who finishes them. Every
adventure in the series is innovative and different; each page has spaces for adding words and drawing pictures.
ISBN: 1590925548

Little Reindeer: Finger Puppet Book (Board book)

by Chronicle Books LLC Staff

An adorable finger puppet peeks through a die-cut hole on each page making this book an excellent way to read and
play. Published by Chronicle Books for reading level ages 4-8, this twelve-page book is full of fun for the holidays.
ISBN: 0811854574

Zen Shorts (2006 Caldecott Honor Book) (Hardcover)

by Jon J Muth (Illustrator)

Zen Shorts, Muth’s story of inquisitive siblings befriending a wise panda, is told through luminous watercolors
interwoven with three lessons. Published by Scholastic and recommended for ages 4 to 8. Stillwater's questions will
linger and encourage children to dream and fill in their own answers. ISBN: 0439339111

Mammals Who Morph: The Universe Tells Our Evolution Story (Sharing Nature With Children Book)
(Paperback)

by Jennifer Morgan, Dana Lynne Andersen (lllustrator)

This remarkable evolution series, narrated by the Universe itself, concludes with Book 3, the amazing story of
mammals. It picks up with the extinction of dinosaurs, and tells how tiny mammals survived and morphed into lots of
new Earthlings . . . horses, whales and a kind of mammal with a powerful imagination - you! It's a story of chaos,
creativity, and heroes-the greatest adventure on Earth! This book is published by Dawn Publications and appropriate
for ages 4 through 8. ISBN: 1584690852

The Hello, Goodbye Window (2006 Caldecott Medal) (Hardcover)

by Norton Juster, Chris Raschka (Illustrator)

In this sunny portrait of familial love, a little girl tells us about her everyday experiences visiting her grandparents’
house. ISBN: 0786809140

Buzziwog (Paperback)

by Nancy Elizabeth Stearns

Just released in August 2006, Buzziwog is a sixteen short-chapter book about an adventure to a mythical island.
Published by Authorhouse, this 80-page paperback is appropriate for all ages. ISBN: 1425953204

Dusty (Paperback)

by Joseph Frank Baraba

This is the story of a young boy who finds and adopts a three-month-old kitten and calls her Dusty. Dusty’s
adventures when she is lost are heartwarming and show the great love between a boy and his cat. 1t’ll bring tears to
your eyes and warmth to your heart. This story is for everyone and anyone who has ever had a pet. This 59-page
paperback is appropriate for all ages. ISBN: 1424120187

Reading Corner continued on page 7.
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Reading Corner (continued)

Ranger's Apprentice Book 2: The Burning Bridge (Hardcover)

by John Flanagan

First published in Australia, the excellent Ranger's Apprentice series began with The Ruins of Gorlan (2005). Now
apprentice ranger Will and his friend Horace, a battleschool apprentice, plunge into a desperate situation. While
traveling on the frontier as their kingdom prepares for war, they discover a nearly completed bridge that will make
possible a devastating sneak attack by the enemy. The pace is swift, and action is often at the forefront, but elements
of humor and nuances of emotion are apparent, as well. ISBN: 0399244557

The Great Eagle Spirit (Paperback)

by Hal Granum

History can be exciting if you are THERE. Relive history as Carl and the eagle help save and preserve the ancient
Unangan culture of the Aleutian Islands. Join Carl, a 12-year-old boy living in Unalaska, Alaska, as he is caught in a
severe storm, washed up on a small deserted island, and is saved by Altug. Carl comes face to face with his ancestors
and discovers he is a Unangan like the very first people to come the islands, centuries before. This 80-page paperback
book is appropriate for all ages. ISBN: 1424130530

The World Almanac Book of Records: Firsts, Feats, Facts & Phenomena (Paperback)

by Mark Young

Every year, millions of readers count on The World Almanac and Book of Facts to deliver accurate, up-to-date, and
comprehensive information on thousands of topics. Now those same factoid fanatics will be able to dig into the all-
new, fully illustrated World Almanac Book of Records: Firsts, Feats, Facts & Phenomena. Spanning more than 500
illustrated pages and 4,000 records, is simply the world’s most comprehensive record book, with hundreds more
pages and thousands more records than the competitors. ISBN: 0886879469

Books for Teachers:

The WINNERS! Handbook: A Closer Look At Judy Freeman's Top-Rated Children’s Books of 2006 (Paperback)
by Judy Freeman

Judy Freeman has developed a comprehensive handbook with thoroughly annotated lists of the best children's books,
lesson plans, teacher's guides, stories, songs, and Internet resources of 2006. Ms. Freeman is a well-known speaker
and writer on reading aloud, storytelling, booktalking, and children's literature. A former elementary school librarian,
she now shares her knowledge of children's books through nationwide presentations for the Bureau of Education and
Research, through her books, and her monthly "Book Talk" column for Instructor magazine. ISBN: 1591585104

The New York Times Parent's Guide to the Best Books for Children: 3rd Edition Revised and Updated
(Paperback)

by Eden Ross Lipson

This guide features sections for wordless books, picture books, story books, early reading, young reading, and young
adult books. It also indexes books based on special subject sections to connect with current lessons in the classroom.
This is the third revision of its kind and is sure to provide any teacher, from beginner to long time veteran, with a
spectrum of wonderful reading books to feature in their next lesson. ISBN: 0812930185

The New Yorker Book of Teacher Cartoons (Hardcover)

by Robert Mankoff (Editor)

This wonderful collection of the best and funniest cartoons published over the last eighty years in The New Yorker
takes a wry look into the classroom--at the students, at their blindly devoted but demanding parents, and especially, at
the teachers who negotiate the delicate balance between those forces every day. ISBN: 1576601307

Reading Corner continued on page 8.
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Reading Corner (continued)

The Teacher's Daybook, 2006-2007, Revised Edition: Time to Teach, Time to Learn,
Time to Live (Spiral-bound)

by Jim Burke

Jim Burke's Teacher's Daybook was an instant hit, helping tens of thousands of educators
stay organized, professional, and sane. All along, Jim has been collecting suggestions on
how to improve the Daybook's usability, and now he's combined your feedback with
some new ideas of his own to create the ultimate tool for managing your time. ISBN:
0325009910

If the books listed here do not catch your eye, you can always try searching the following
websites under any number of interesting topics to come up with your own list of holiday
wishes. My favorites are:

» WwWWw.amazon.com

» www.barnesandnoble.com

» www.bordersstores.com/index.jsp?tt=gn
» www.bookspot.com

Happy reading and have a happy holiday season!

Upcoming Events

National Title | Conference
W January 27-30, 2007 in Long Beach, California
Information is available at www.titlei.org

North Dakota Reading Association (NDRA) Conference
The 2007 NDRA Conference, Bully for Reading, will feature events such as guest
authors, story telling, exhibitors, and more. The conference is geared toward
educators with a particular interest in reading.
® March 15-17, 2007 in Dickinson, North Dakota
Information is available at http://ndreadon.utma.com/intro.htm.

National Council of Teachers of Mathematics (NCTM) Annual Conference
m March 21-24, 2007 in Atlanta, Georgia
Information is available at www.nctm.org/meetings/atlanta.

North Dakota Council of Teachers of Mathematics (NDCTM) Annual Conference
® March 31-April 1, 2007 in Bismarck, North Dakota
Information is available at www2.edutech.nodak.edu/ndctm.

International Reading Association (IRA) Annual Convention
The IRA’s 52" Annual Convention, Literacy Without Boundaries, will inspire you
with hot topics and outstanding speakers. This convention is for teachers,
administrators, and life-long learners with a particular interest in reading
instruction.
® May 13-17, 2007 in Toronto, Canada
Information is available at www.reading.org/association/meetings/annual.html.

Title 1 2007 Fall Workshop
The State Title I office is sponsoring a fall workshop for Title I personnel.
m October 8-9, 2007 in Bismarck, North Dakota
Information will be available fall 2007 at www.dpi.state.nd.us/titlel/events.shtm.
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