
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Federal Title Funding Update 
In December 2006, Congress finished up legislative business by passing a 
continuing resolution effective through February 15, 2007, which provided 
temporary funding for education programs at the 2006 funding levels. 

Just recently, a decision was made to forgo the 2007 appropriation process and 
simply extend the continuing resolution. In essence, this merely continues all 
programs at their current level for the 2007-2008 school year. 

The negative impact of this decision is that any new program proposed for 
funding for 2007-2008 is no longer included in the package. 

For example, in the proposed 2007-2008 appropriations, there were funds 
appropriated for schools in program improvement. However, under the 
continuing resolution, these funds would be deleted as they were not in last 
year’s appropriation. This will have a devastating effect on schools and districts 
in program improvement in North Dakota. 

Furthermore, since North Dakota’s census data decreased, we expect to receive 
a cut from last year in our State Title I allocation. 

The positive impact of this decision is that it will push the 2007-2008 allocation 
process forward. We should have an estimated State allocation for the 2007-
2008 school year by early February 2007. Beverly Fischer, the department’s 
grants manager, can then run the estimated allocations for school districts. Our 
goal is to have estimated allocations to school personnel by early- to mid-March, 
before contracts need to be renewed. 

I will provide further updates on the allocation process for 2007-2008 in the 
February issue of Title I News. 

 
 
Reading Month Packet is Available Online 
By now, all schools in North Dakota should have received the 2007 Reading 
Month Packet entitled Mission Briefcase: Somewhere in the States! Envelopes 
containing the printed Reading Month Packet were sent via postal mail on  
December 19, 2006. In addition to mailing this document, the 
State Title I office has posted the packet on the Title I website 
at www.dpi.state.nd.us/title1/resource/read/index.shtm. If you 
did not receive a printed copy of the Reading Month Packet by 
postal mail, please take a moment and download the 
information from this website. 

Dr. Wayne G. Sanstead, State Superintendent, 600 E. Boulevard Ave., Dept. 201, Bismarck, ND  58505-0440,  (701) 328-4570
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Title I Mid-Year Report Due 
The 2006-2007 Title I Mid-Year Financial Report form (SFN 7822) and a chart outlining the 
district’s current budget status were mailed to school districts in early January. If you have not 
already done so, please complete the Mid-Year Financial Report and return it to the Department 
of Public Instruction Title I office by Monday, January 22, 2007. This form is available online at 
www.dpi.state.nd.us/forms/sfn7822.pdf.     

If you have questions or need assistance with this form, please contact Mary Neigum, Title I 
Fiscal Officer, by email at mneigum@nd.gov or by phone at (701) 328-2281. 

 
Director’s Report 
There is a national organization established to allow State Title I directors an opportunity to discuss educational issues 
amongst themselves, as well as with United States Department of Education (USDE) personnel. This organization is 
called NASTID – National Association of State Title I Directors and meets twice a year. It convenes at the National 
Title I Convention in January or February and again in the summer. These meetings provide an excellent opportunity 
for state directors to get updated information on issues pertaining to Title I and NCLB. I will be attending the 
National Title I Conference in Long Beach, CA, on January 25-29, 2007. I anticipate receiving updates on the 
following issues: 

 Federal Funding for 2007-2008 
As indicated in the Federal Title Funding Update article on page one, there have been some changes in the 
appropriation process for 2007-2008. I am hoping to get additional information and clarification at our directors 
meeting. 

 Updates on Key NCLB Issues 
USDE personnel will attend our meeting and provide updated information on key issues pertaining to NCLB. 
Specifically, I anticipate receiving information on the growing acceptance of growth models, issues surrounding 
English Language Learners (ELL), Response to Intervention (RTI) initiatives, and updates on the supplemental 
services provision. 

 Future Initiatives 
There is still a national focus on helping high school students achieve high standards, as well as priority placed on 
Early Childhood Education initiatives. Hopefully, I will receive some insight on future efforts in these two areas. 

 State Monitoring of NCLB 
The USDE had proposed to switch from a three-year monitoring cycle to a two-year cycle. This would have 
meant that North Dakota could have been monitored again in the spring of 2007. Fortunately, they will be keeping 
their three-year cycle, which schedules us for a visit in 2008. I am curious to hear the USDE’s presentation at the 
convention of recent monitoring visits and issues other states were found to be out of compliance. 

 Updated USDE Guidance for Targeted Assistance Schools 
As previously reported, the USDE is working to provide updated federal guidance for targeted assistance schools. 
I am hoping to find out when this guidance might be available. 

 Federal Programs Reauthorization 
The federal programs included in the Elementary and Secondary Education Act are slated to be reauthorized again 
sometime between 2007 and 2009. I am hoping to get new information as to any proposed changes that may occur 
in the reauthorization process. 

I will provide a summary of the information shared at the National Title I Conference in the February issue of Title I 
News. 

 

http://www.dpi.state.nd.us/forms/sfn7822.pdf
mailto:mneigum@nd.gov
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Website Additions 
A few new additions have been made to the Title I website that are worthy of notice. Please check out this new 
information. 

 Legislative Updates – In an effort to keep school personnel up-to-date on state and federal education related 
legislative issues, we have created a link on the Title I homepage to summarize legislative happenings. On the 
State Legislative Issues page, school personnel can access a copy of the proposed state education-related bills, 
obtain information on how to contact state legislators, link to other sources of information, and access a weekly 
narrative summary of what is happening during the 2007 State Legislative Session. On the Federal Legislative 
Issues page, school personnel can find summaries regarding key federal issues including funding, reauthorization, 
and position papers of federal organizations. Log onto www.dpi.state.nd.us/title1/Legislative/index.shtm to access 
either the state or federal site. 

 Graduate Credit Opportunities – The State Title I office frequently receives requests from Title I teachers wanting 
to know what graduate credit courses are available that can be used to renew their Title I credentials. The State 
Title I office felt it would be beneficial to create a site where educators could find this information. The website to 
view this information is www.dpi.state.nd.us/title1/graduateOpp.shtm. When the State Title office is made aware 
of any graduate credit opportunities that could also count toward the renewal of a Title I reading or math 
credential, we will post them on the Title I Graduate Credit Opportunities website. If you are aware of a 
professional development opportunity that should be added to this site, please contact Sandy Peterson at 
smpeterson@nd.gov or (701) 328-2170. 

 Coordinator Credential Renewal – Individuals holding a Title I coordinator 
credential are required to renew their coordinator credential at the same time as their 
educator’s professional license. The coordinator’s credential can be renewed by 
completing the Application for a Title I Credential (SFN 53776). In order to renew a 
Title I coordinator credential, individuals are required to participate in department-
sponsored Title I workshops/trainings, as evidenced by a certificate of attendance. 
The State Title I office has created a link on its credential website listing the various 
Title I workshops/trainings offered during the 2006-2007 school year that count 
towards renewal of the Title I coordinator credential. You can find this information 
online at www.dpi.state.nd.us/title1/targeted/require/read/new/coordinator.shtm.  

 

Dickinson State University Undergraduate Courses 
Dr. Lou Aronson, Dickinson State University Coordinator for Elementary Education, has a few slots left in an online 
College Algebra (4) credit course for the 2007 Spring semester. Dr. Aronson is also offering Diagnosis and 
Correction of Reading Disabilities, which is a (3) credit directed study course. The cost is $230 per credit which 
includes tuition and all student fees. 

Please note the above courses are undergraduate courses that may be used to obtain your Title I reading or math 
credential.  

For more information regarding these courses, please contact: 

Dr. Lou Aronson, Coordinator Elementary Education 
DSU Office Annex Building 
1309 Schafer St. Room 202 

Bismarck State College Campus 
Bismarck, ND  58506 
Phone:  701-224-2433 

Fax: 701-224-5745 
Email:  Louella.Aronson@dsu.nodak.edu

http://www.dpi.state.nd.us/title1/Legislative/index.shtm
http://www.dpi.state.nd.us/title1/graduateOpp.shtm
mailto:smpeterson@nd.gov
http://www.dpi.state.nd.us/title1/targeted/require/read/new/coordinator.shtm
mailto:Louella.Aronson@dsu.nodak.edu
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FREE Website Provides Resources for Teachers
One of the most popular online resources supported by the U.S. Department of Education recently received an 
extreme makeover that has put hundreds of teaching and learning resources easily at the public's disposal. 

The redesign of the FREE (Federal Resources for Educational Excellence) website—
available at http://free.ed.gov—helps users to better navigate through more than 1,500 
resources from over 35 federal agencies that range from an interactive program 
picturing phases of the moon from the National Science Foundation to video narratives 
by Holocaust survivors from the U.S. Holocaust Memorial Museum.  It organizes these 
resources according to academic subjects, using an appealing display of photos and 
illustrations for easy identification. 

In addition, the new design adds a subject map on the home page that organizes the 
online collection by eight categories: language arts; math; science; U.S. history; U.S. 
time periods; world studies; arts and music; and health and physical education. 

Each category follows with a subgroup that helps to fine-tune the search for resources. For instance, U.S. history 
covers ethnic groups, famous people, movements, and wars. The science category explores applied, earth, life, 
physical, and space sciences, while the math group looks at algebra, data analysis, geometry, measurement, and 
numbers and operations. 

The FREE website is updated weekly to include resources for observances celebrated in the classroom such as Dr. 
Martin Luther King Jr. Day and September 11. 

 
Monthly Featured Articles 

Math Corner By: Flo Hilzendeger Making the Silly Mistakes in Math   

 

You added incorrectly, missing an easy math problem. You misread the problem and applied the wrong process. You 
hurried to complete the assignment and didn’t finish writing the answer. We’ve all been there and hated what we’ve 
done because it affects our math grade. Two significant points you want to remember when completing a math 
assignment are: 

 developing good study habits and 

 organizing your work. 

The surest way to prevent misinterpreting the problem is to reread it to ensure you are accurately providing the 
information being requested. Reread several times, if necessary, and check that the solution you provide is answering 
the problem. 

Another problem many of us have is illegible writing. If someone is incapable of reading what has been written, or the 
writing looks like “hen scratching,” you are probably doomed. Someone may misinterpret what has been written. A 
little practice, and some patience on your part will go a long way in stomping out that problem. 

Organizing your work is also important to ensure that silly mistakes aren’t being made. Be sure each problem is set 
apart neatly from the others to prevent numbers from being jumbled together. Using numbered boxes on scratch paper 
will assist you in reviewing the work you have completed and allow you to briefly go back and recheck without 
searching or rewriting the entire problem. Being organized will enhance your entire life. 

Information for this article was adapted from Art of Problem Solving Sources by Richard Rusczyk. 
 

http://free.ed.gov/
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Reading Corner By: Nita Wirtz Announcement of Summer 
Symposium 2007 

We are, once again, half way through the school year and time just keeps flying! The State Reading First, Title I, and 
Special Education offices are planning the professional development opportunities to be included in this year’s 
Summer Symposium 2007.  

In this issue, I would like to give you a glimpse into our plans for 2007. We have 
noticed in past years that many individuals have not had the opportunity to attend the 
summer training due to summer school employment. We have also noticed that many 
people prefer to attend June trainings and take their vacation in July. We also 
understand how difficult it is to be away from home for a full-week period and of the 
importance of smaller training sessions in order to have more contact with the 
presenters during professional development. Therefore, in order to try to invent 
possibilities that all groups can work around, we are proposing the following schedule  

for the summer of 2007. This year, the summer symposium will be held in two locations spanning the months of June 
and July 2007, in an effort to offer the most flexibility and decrease the class size.  

The first training session will be held June 19-22, 2007 (Tuesday through Friday) and June 25 and 26, 2007 (Monday 
and Tuesday) at the Minot Sleep Inn Hotel next to the Dakota Square Mall. The second training will be held July 9-
12, 2007 (Monday through Thursday) and July 16 and 17, 2007 (Monday and Tuesday) at the Bismarck State College 
Campus.  

The professional development opportunities that we intend to offer include: K-3 Reading First Academies, 
Elementary and Secondary Reading Institutes, Elementary and Secondary Math Institutes, Literacy Centers, Institute 
for Beginning Readers, Response to Intervention, DIBELS Beginning and Advanced Training, Building Leadership, 
Sustaining Reading First Beyond the Funding, Classroom Management, LTRS Training, Using Assessment to Drive 
Instruction, Differential Instruction, and other possible topics. 

We have many great leads for state and national presenters on the topics listed above; however, if you have any 
suggestions of possible presentations or presenters, please feel free to contact the State Title I office. You may contact 
Gail Schauer, Nita Wirtz, or Flo Hilzendeger with your suggestions by calling (701) 328-2282 and requesting to 
speak with one of them.   

More details will be included in future issues of the Title I News and registration will be available in the spring of 
2007. For now, as we bear through the cold of winter, mark your calendar and look forward to the summer of 2007 
and its sizzling opportunities! 

 
What Works Clearing House Website Resources 
The What Works Clearinghouse (WWC) was established in 2002 by the U.S. Department of Education's Institute of 
Education Sciences to provide educators, policymakers, researchers, and the public with a central and trusted source 
of scientific evidence of what works in education. They collect, screen, and identify studies of effectiveness of 
educational interventions (programs, products, practices, and policies). 

Some of the reviews now available from the WWC include: beginning reading, early childhood education, dropout 
prevention, elementary school math, English language learners, character education, and middle school math 
curriculua. 

You can find the WWC website at www.whatworks.ed.gov.  

http://www.whatworks.ed.gov/


 
 Page 6

 
Upcoming Events 
National Title I Conference
  January 27-30, 2007 in Long Beach, California 
 Information is available at www.titlei.org   

 
4th International Conference on Positive Behavioral Support (PBS) 
  March 8-10, 2007 in Boston, Massachusetts  
 Information is available at www.apbs.org/conference/Default.aspx.  

 
North Dakota Reading Association (NDRA) Conference 
 The 2007 NDRA Conference, Bully for Reading, will feature events such as guest 

authors, story telling, exhibitors, and more. The conference is geared toward 
educators with a particular interest in reading. 

  March 15-17, 2007 in Dickinson, North Dakota 
 Information is available at http://ndreadon.utma.com/intro.htm.  

 
National Council of Teachers of Mathematics (NCTM) Annual Conference 
  March 21-24, 2007 in Atlanta, Georgia 
 Information is available at www.nctm.org/meetings/atlanta. 

 
North Dakota Council of Teachers of Mathematics (NDCTM) Annual Conference 
  March 30-31, 2007 in Fargo, North Dakota 
 Information is available at www.dpi.state.nd.us/events.shtm.  

 
Title I Program Improvement Workshop 
  April 30, 2007 in Bismarck, North Dakota 
 Information will be available at www.dpi.state.nd.us/title1/events.shtm. 

 
International Reading Association (IRA) Annual Convention 
 The IRA’s 52nd Annual Convention, Literacy Without Boundaries, will inspire you 

with hot topics and outstanding speakers. This convention is for teachers, 
administrators, and life-long learners with a particular interest in reading 
instruction.  

  May 13-17, 2007 in Toronto, Canada 
 Information is available at www.reading.org/association/meetings/annual.html.  

 
North Dakota Positive Behavioral Support (PBS) Conference
 The Department of Public Instruction is sponsoring a workshop for all schools 

participating in PBS.  
  August 1, 2007 in Bismarck, North Dakota 
 Information will be available at www.dpi.state.nd.us/events.shtm.  

 
Title I 2007 Fall Workshop
 The State Title I office is sponsoring a fall workshop for Title I personnel. 
  October 8-9, 2007 in Bismarck, North Dakota 

Title I Staff 
 
 
Laurie Matzke 
Director 
Email: lmatzke@nd.gov 
Phone: (701) 328-2284 
 
Gail Schauer 
Assistant Director 
Reading First Program 
Email: gschauer@nd.gov  
Phone: (701) 328-2285 
 
Nita Wirtz 
Assistant Director 
Neglected & Delinquent,  
CSR Programs 
Email: nwirtz@nd.gov  
Phone: (701) 328-1876 
 
Ann Ellefson 
Assistant Director 
Schoolwide Programs 
Email: aellefson@nd.gov  
Phone: (701) 328-2292 
 
Flo Hilzendeger 
Program Administrator  
Homeless Program 
Email: fhilzendeger@nd.gov  
Phone: (701) 328-4646 
 
Sandy Peterson 
Program Administrator  
Migrant Education,  
Title I Credentials 
Email: smpeterson@nd.gov  
Phone: (701) 328-2170 
 
Mary Neigum 
Fiscal Officer 
Email: mneigum@nd.gov 
Phone: (701) 328-2281 
 
Missy Schiller 
Administrative Assistant 
Email: mschiller@nd.gov 
Phone: (701) 328-2254 
 
Patty Carmichael 
Administrative Assistant 
Email: pcarmichael@nd.gov 
Phone: (701) 328-3264 
 
Lauri Nord 
Administrative Assistant 
Email: lnord@nd.gov
Phone: (701) 328-2282 
 
Office Fax: (701) 328-4770 
Toll Free: (888) 605-1951 

 Information will be available fall 2007 at www.dpi.state.nd.us/title1/events.shtm. 
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