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Survey Reminders

The state Title I office will be asking North Dakota Educators for their input
in two upcoming surveys. The first survey will be directed to school
personnel who work with the 21%* Century Community Learning program.

The second survey will be coming in early February. This survey will ask
Title I and Special Education teachers for ideas on how to increase
collaboration between the two programs, professional development
activities, resources, technical assistance and helpful projects.

Title I Mid-Year Financial Report Reminder

The 2008-2009 Title I Mid-Year Financial Report (SFN 7822) and a chart
outlining the district’s current budget status were mailed to school districts in
late December. This report was due by Monday, January 12, 2009. If you have
not done so, please complete the Mid Year Financial Report and submit it to the
Department of Public Instruction Title I office. This report is also available
online at www.dpi.state.nd.us/forms/sfn7822.pdf . If you have questions or
need assistance with this report, please contact Mary Neigum, Title | Fiscal
Officer, at mneigum@nd.gov_or (701) 328-2281.

2007-2008 School District Profile Notification

The 2007-2008 School District Profiles (also known as the School District
Report Cards) have recently been released. The profiles are available to view
at www.dpi.state.nd.us/dpi/reports/Profile/index.shtm .

Information includes statewide school plant performance data and statewide
district performance data, as well as information on the district’s assessment,
demographics, and the statewide district performance summary. It takes time
to generate data for each of these categories; therefore, the department is now
releasing the 2007-2008 information.

This is a prime opportunity to remind school districts that they are
required to inform parents that this information is now available to them.
A sample letter regarding this requirement is available online at
www.dpi.state.nd.us/titlel/springwkshp/profileletter.pdf. Most districts choose
to inform parents of the availability of this information through their school
newsletter. Remember, in addition to providing a website address for your
School District Profile, you must also inform them as to how they can review
a written copy made available by the district (i.e., copy in school office,
library, etc.).




Director’s Report

Title | Eligibility Process for 2009-2010
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* In early February of each year, the Department of Public Instruction determines eligibility status for Title I funding

for the subsequent school year.

Eligibility for a Title I grant requires a district to have a minimum Formula Count of TEN. The Formula Count
must exceed 2% of the district’s age 5 through 17 population. The Formula Count is a weighted unit consisting of
15.5% of the Census Poor Count, 15.5% of the Foster Child Count, 46% of the eligible Free Meal Count, and 23%
of the eligible Reduced Meal Count.

The Census Poor Count is the count of children ages 5-17 who were reported below poverty on the updated federal
census. The Foster Child Count is a count of children ages 5-17 living in foster homes during October 2008. The
Free Meal Count is a count of children eligible for free meals. The Reduced Meal Count is a count of children
eligible for reduced meal prices. A child must have an approved free or reduced meal application on file at their
school district office in October 2008 to be counted. The department’s Child Nutrition and Food Distribution unit
verifies the free and reduced meal counts. If your total weighted unit drops below ten, the district does not meet the
eligibility requirement and your subsequent year’s Title | grant would be zero.

Several administrators have questioned the accuracy of the census poor count listed for their district. The state Title
| office receives a chart showing the census poor count for every district in the state each January. We have been
informed that there is no way to change these numbers. The numbers on the chart are final. Keep in mind that the
census data is always a few years behind. Income year 2006 data will be used to calculate the 2009-2010 Title |
allocations.

After eligibility has been determined, we can then use each district’s aggregate units for funding purposes.

In February 2009, the state Title I office will send correspondence to all Title | authorized representatives informing
them of the status of their aggregate units. Each district will receive a chart comparing their last year’s aggregate
units to the current totals. If their aggregate units increase from the prior year, their allocation may increase if we
receive more Title | funds as a state. If their aggregate units go down, their allocation will most likely also decrease.
If the numbers do not change much, their allocation will most likely remain steady.

District: Sample
Census Free Meals II\?/IeeilIJsed Foster Aggregate
(15.5%) (46%0) (23%) (15.5%0) Units
2007 782 1496 691 64 978.220
Data
2008 933 1724 720 64 1113.175
Data

Please watch for this information in the upcoming weeks.
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Do You Need to Renew Your Title | Credential?

Prairie Public's winter PBS TeacherLine courses begin February 4, 2009.

PBS TeacherLine offers PreK-12 educators with the opportunity to advance their careers and enhance their skills with
high-quality, standards- and research-based graduate-level courses. PBS TeacherLine provides a supportive online
environment that makes learning flexible and accessible, even for beginners.

RDLA155.85 - Teaching Phonemic Awareness and Phonics

Dates: February 4, 2009 — March 17, 2009

Facilitator: Judy Kvaale

Subject Area: Reading/Language Arts

Grade Levels: Preschool-3rd

Hours: 30 (2 credits)

This course has been approved for North Dakota Title | reading credential renewal when taken for graduate credit
through UND, NDSU, Adams State College, or Indiana University.

Bring the ideal balance of oral language, phonological awareness, phonemic awareness, phonics, and written language
to your language arts instruction. Study the stages of literacy development and practice assessing the performance of
budding young readers. Learn to design instructional activities that strengthen students' skills in phonemic and
phonological awareness, letter-sound correspondence, and phonograms.

RDLA220.52 - Teaching Writing in the Content Areas

Dates: February 4, 2009 — March 17, 2009

Facilitator: Leah Tierney

Subject Area: Mathematics, Science, Reading/Language Arts

Grade Levels: 6th-12th

Hours: 30 (2 credits)

This course has been approved for North Dakota Title | math and reading credential renewal when taken for
graduate credit through NDSU, Adams State College, or Indiana University.

You can bring writing into your classroom in all content areas with a practical plan developed through your work in
this course. Covering the research basis for writing across the curriculum, the course will also help you teach students
effective writing processes, including finding the time to write. You'll learn sound techniques for evaluating writing
skills and discover proven ways to promote writing to students.

Sign up for Prairie Public's PBS TeacherLine courses at a reduced local grant rate of $75. Local graduate credit is
available through North Dakota State University and the University of North Dakota.

To view the course syllabus and to register, visit http://www.prairiepublic.org/education/pstv/teacherline.html.

Spring is coming



Page 4
Monthly Featured Articles

21° Century Community Learning Centers

House Bill 1276 has been filed with the Legislative Council. This bill would establish an appropriation of $ 2.5
million for the purpose of providing competitive grants to school districts for afterschool learning programs. This bill
was introduced by the House Education Chairperson, Representative R. Kelsch and co sponsored by Representative
Delmore, Representative Kingsbury, and Representative Vigesaa. Senator Bakke and Senator Flakoll have also
signed the bill.

This bill will first be heard in the House Education Committee and if passed there will move to the House
Appropriations Committee. We will try to keep you updated as this bill moves through the legislative process.

The funds in this appropriation would allow more schools to participate in after school programming. Currently there
are approximately 90 schools that receive funding for afterschool programs. These programs provide after school
learning opportunities for students to improve their academic performance in Reading/Language Arts, Mathematics,
and Science. These programs run 15 hours per week and include summer programs as well.

Will 2009 Move Pre-K Forward?

Many states across the country have started to consider changes in their early childhood education programs.
According to CQ TODAY Online News, the main focus in 2009 will be Pre-kindergarten. According to this source,
“President-elect Barack Obama’s pick for Education Secretary, Arne Duncan, promised a new emphasis on early
childhood education during his confirmation hearing before the Senate Health, Education, Labor and Pensions
Committee.”

Currently, lawmakers in North Dakota, Kansas, Michigan and Denver are considering proposals to initially fund or
increase funding for Pre-K education. Education Daily reports that six Democratic governors proposed a $1 trillion
relief package to President-elect Obama. Within that relief package, governors want block grants totaling $250 billion
targeted to assist states in initiating or sustaining current funding levels for Pre-K through college education.

In North Dakota, several school districts use their Title | funds for preschool programming. In his budget submitted to
the legislature for the next biennium, Governor John Hoeven proposed giving school districts that provide half-day,
two-day-a-week preschool programs a $3.5 million reimbursement. Should this budget proposal be approved, it will
provide pre-school education for an estimated 7,000 children throughout the state.

Despite the current economic situation, many states have begun to evaluate whether to initiate or increase current
funding levels for Early Childhood/Pre-K programs. Please log onto www.preknow.org, www.cg.com, or
www.educationdaily.com for the latest Pre-K news and information.
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Title | Teacher Receives Milken Award

The state Title I office congratulates Toni Stith of the Fargo Public School District on receiving the Milken National
Educator Award on December 12, 2008.

Toni is a Title | math teacher at Madison Elementary in Fargo. Congratulations Toni!

Clarification on Title I Inventory Requirements

Title | programs must maintain an inventory of all equipment purchased with Title I funds. This inventory must
include a description of the equipment, its cost, serial number, date of purchase, and location. Equipment has
traditionally been defined as anything with a value of $750 or more per item. Computers are always defined as
equipment and must be listed on the inventory, even if the cost was under $750.

We have recently received clarification that school personnel should actually be including all technology-related
items such as printers, cameras, etc. on their inventory.

Best practices would say that schools should track all technology-related items for purposes of (a) preventing loss and

(b) doing a periodic physical inventory. Please update your inventories to ensure the inclusion of all technology-
related items.

North Dakota’s Growth Model Application Denied

In October 2008, the North Dakota Department of Public Instruction submitted a growth-based accountability
proposal to the U.S. Department of Education. A panel reviewed our proposal on December 2-3, 2008. The
department received notification earlier this month that our proposal was not approved. The committee had two major
concerns with our growth model proposal. The committee did not support the use of a confidence interval within our
proposed growth model. In addition, the committee had concerns about how growth would be incorporated into the
five tiers, the multiple decision points and confidence levels in our current AYP model. A press release can be
accessed at www.dpi.state.nd.us/news/index.shtm on the department’s website.

We are hopeful that North Dakota will be able to craft a growth-based model that meets federal approval in the near
future.

Clarification on Reading and Math Month 2009

The department included in our handouts at the 2008 Title I Fall Conference an announcement that the state Title |
office decided to suspend the development of the Reading and Math Month packets for the 2008-2009 school year
due to time constraints, difficulty in finding interested educators, limited funding, and conflicting computer systems.
We are sorry for the inconvenience this year; however, the North Dakota Reading Association (NDRA) will
disseminate a Reading Month packet for the 2009-2010 school year.



Title | Staff

Laurie Matzke
Director

Email: Imatzke@nd.gov
Phone: (701) 328-2284

Gail Schauer
Assistant Director
Reading First Program
Early Reading First

Email: gschauer@nd.gov
Phone: (701) 328-2285

Jacki Harasym
Assistant Director
Neglected & Delinquent

Email: jharasym@nd.gov
Phone: (701) 328-1876

Stefanie Two Crow
Assistant Director
Schoolwide Programs

Email: sttwocrow@nd.gov
Phone: (701) 328-2292

Dale Patrick

Assistant Director

Even Start and 21* Century
Learning Communities

Email: dpatrick@nd.gov
Phone: (701) 328-1644

Lynn Dodge
Assistant Director
Title I/Special Education

Email: Idodge@nd.gov
Phone(701)328-2488

Sandy Peterson
Program Administrator
Migrant Education,
Title | Credentials

Email: smpeterson@nd.gov
Phone: (701) 328-2170

Tara Bitz
Program Administrator
Homeless Program

Email: thitz@nd.gov
Phone: (701) 328-4646

Mary Neigum
Fiscal Officer

Email: mneigum@nd.gov
Phone: (701) 328-2281

Missy Schiller
Administrative Assistant

Email: mschiller@nd.gov
Phone: (701) 328-2254

Patty Carmichael
Administrative Assistant

Email: pcarmichael@nd.gov
Phone: (701) 328-3264

Lauri Nord
Administrative Assistant

Email: Inord@nd.gov
Phone: (701) 328-2282

Teresa Glass
Administrative Assistant

Email: teglass@nd.gov
Phone: (701) 328-1640

Office Fax: (701) 328-4770
Toll Free: (888) 605-1951
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January To Do List

Administrators Teachers
[0 Submit Mid-Year Title | Financial [0 Maintain portfolios for Title | students
Report documenting all expenditures [1 Report assessment results to parents
through December 31. Due January 12, using Title | Progress Reports
2009 [1 Send home information on how parents
[0 Notify parents of the release of District can support their child’s education
and School report cards and profiles

Upcoming Events

Free Webinars on RTI
® Wednesday, February 4, 2009
Response to Intervention: Online Professional Development Modules and
Resources for Implementation

Registration information
http://www.schoolsmovingup.net/webinars/irisimplement

B Wednesday, February 18, 2009
Response to Intervention: Online Professional Development Modules and
Resources for Classroom Assessment

Registration information
http://www.schoolsmovingup.net/webinars/irisassess

National Title | Conference
B February 19-22, 2009 in San Antonio, TX
Information is available at www.National TitleiConference.com.

2009 North Dakota Reading Association’s Spring Conference
m April 16-18, 2009 in Minot, ND
Information is available at http://readingwiththestars.org

2009 Pathfinder Parent Involvement Conference
m April 16-17, 2009 in Bismarck, ND
Information is available at http://pathfinder-nd.org

Program Improvement Workshop
m April 27, 2009 in Mandan, ND
Information will soon be available at www.dpi.state.nd.us/titlel/events.shtm.

2009 IRA Conference
® May 3-7, 2009 in Minneapolis, MN
Information is available at www.reading.org.

“We are rich only through what we give, and poor only through what we refuse.”
--Anne-Sophie Swetchine, Russian-French writer




