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New Tool Helps Students Plan For College
The FAFSA (Free Application for

Federal Student Aid) is a form used by
students to apply for federal and state
grants, work-study and loans when
planning to attend college.

The Department of Education
recently unveiled a new service that
helps students and their families
financially prepare and plan for college
before a student’s senior year of high
school.  Called the FAFSA4caster, it
provides students with an early
estimate of their eligibility for federal
student financial aid, which can
include Pell Grants.

This gives you, the student, more
financial aid information sooner - so
you can plan for college and make
important decisions about your future!

The FAFSA4caster helps you by:

*  Instantly calculating your eligibility
for federal student aid.  This includes
your family’s estimated family
contribution (EFC).  EFC is a measure
of a family’s financial strength. It is
used by financial aid offices to
determine financial aid.

*  Reducing the time it takes to
complete the FAFSA.  By using the
FAFSA4caster, 51 out of 102
questions found on the FAFSA form
will automatically be completed.  This
will significantly reduce the time
required to complete the FAFSA form
when applying for financial aid.

  Scholarships are a great way to help pay for school, because unlike loans,
they do not have to be paid back. Keep in mind that it takes time, effort, and
often creativity to find and apply for scholarships. They usually do NOT just
fall in your lap. Don’t pay anyone to find a scholarship for you. There are
enough opportunities out there that are FREE!

  With initiative you can find out about scholarship programs yourself.
Private scholarships are often based on different criteria such as grades,
age, gender, race, major, interests and membership in clubs. There are even
unusual scholarships for almost everything you can imagine.

  Colleges often have grants and scholarships which are unique to their
institution.

  By going to mystudentloanonline.nd.gov and clicking on the Start Here
logo to access College Planning Made Easy, you will find useful scholarship
information and the following links:

Where to Search for Scholarships

Tips for Applying for Scholarships

Beware of Scams

Writing a Scholarship Essay

Call College Information Service at
800-554-2717 for additional help.

      College Planning Made Easy!

*  Simplifying the financial aid
process for you and your family.  By
preparing for college early, there will
be fewer “financial surprises” to deal
with.

By using this new resource, you will
better understand your financial aid
options in paying for your education.
Simply go to www.fafsa4caster.ed.gov/.

You will have an opportunity to
understand more about financial aid by
learning its fundamentals, how to use
the FAFAS4caster and what steps
need to be done next.

Check out the FAFSA4caster and
you’ll be well on your way to
beginning the journey to college!
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  What do you really want to
accomplish in college? Many students
find it easy to get sidetracked when
they leave home for the first time and
enter a new environment with
different teachers, classmates and
friends.

  To help ease the transition and stay
on the right track toward achieving
your dreams, try this: write down the
main goal you want to accomplish in
college. If you don’t know where
you’re going, you may end up
someplace you never intended. A well
thought-out goal should be realistic,
specific, with a given timeframe and
required action.

  Wanting to complete a college
degree is a great place to start. Now

  Everyone needs some extra Benjamin’s during college.
Working while going to school can help cut costs while providing
valuable job experience.

  Your options are not limited to retail work or waiting tables.
In fact, you’d be surprised by some of the less than ordinary
opportunities available including internships or lab assistants.
Look for postings on campus bulletin boards in the student union,
careercenter, and department of study. Student and local
newspapers are another great place to search.

  Keep in mind that students can earn up to $3,000 per year without any
  affect on financial aid eligibility.  By working, you reduce your dependancy
  on student loans which have to be paid back.  This extra money can help
  pay for living expenses, books, tuition or even recreational activites like a
  night out or spring break!

    Consider this:
•  Can I keep my grades up if I work?
•  Do I qualify for work-study?
•  How many hours is enough?

To Work or Not to Work?

add the details that will help you to
make this realistic goal your reality.
Consider the following questions:
What type of degree suits your
interests? How long do you plan to be
in school? How many credits should
you take each term to finish within this
timeframe? What grade point average
will you need to stand out in a
competitive job market? How much
study time is required each week to
achieve this goal? Where will the
money come from to pay for school
and living costs?

  It is also a good idea to break your
goals into personal and professional
categories. How much time will you
have to spend with family and friends?
Do you want a part-time job or would
you rather pursue a double major

while in college?  Is it possible to do
both?  Only you can decide.
  Goals can be short-term (less than a
month), intermediate (one month to
one year) or long-term (more than a
year). Handle your short-term goals
first.  It’s easier to commit to studying
eight hours a week to improve your
grades than wondering if you will be
accepted into a masters program after
graduation. Once you are on your way
to defining short-term goals, long-term
ones will seem less overwhelming and
achievable.

  Remember that having goals could
affect the rest of your life.  That can
be a scary thought, but by thinking
things through and prioritizing, you can
set realistic goals – and then meet
them!


