
Additional campus visit tips:  
● Read campus literature prior to the 
visit. 
● Ask for directions, and allow ample 
travel time. 
● Make a list of questions before the 
visit. 
● Dress in neat, clean, casual clothes 
and shoes. 
● Ask to meet one-on-one with a 
current student. 
● Ask to meet personally with a 
professor in your area of interest. 
● Offer a firm handshake. 
● Use good posture. 
● Listen, and take notes. 
● Speak clearly, and maintain eye 
contact with people you meet. 
● Don’t interrupt. 
● Be honest, direct, and polite. 
● Be aware of factual information 
so that you can ask questions of 
comparison and evaluation. 
● Be prepared to answer questions 
about yourself. Practice a mock 
interview with someone. 
● Don’t be shy about explaining 
your background and why you are 
interested in the school. 
● Ask questions about the background 
and experiences of the people you 
meet. 
● Convey your interest in getting 
involved in campus life. 
● Be positive and energetic. 
● Don’t feel as though you have 
to talk the whole time or carry the 
conversation yourself. 
● Relax, and enjoy yourself. 
● Thank those you meet, and send 
thank-you notes when appropriate.
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Campus Visit Should Be High On Priority
Y  ou’ve heard the old saying, 

“A picture is worth a thousand 
words.” Well, a campus visit is worth 
a thousand brochures. Nothing beats 
walking around a campus to get a 
feel for it. Some students report that 
they could tell if they loved or hated 
a campus by driving through it. Then 
there is the true story of the guy who 
applied to a school because it had a 
prestigious name, got accepted, didn’t 
visit, and when he arrived to move into 
the dorms, discovered to his horror it 
was an all-male school. A visit would 
have taken care of that problem. 
The best time to experience the 
college environment is during the 
spring of your junior year or the fall 
of your senior year. Although you 
may have more time to make college 
visits during your summer off, your 
observations will be more accurate 
when you can see the campus in full 
swing. Open houses are a good idea 
and provide you with opportunities 
to talk to students, faculty members, 
and administrators. Write or call in 
advance to take student-conducted 
campus tours. If possible, stay 
overnight in a dorm to see what living 
at the college is really like. 
Bring your transcript so that you are 
prepared to interview with admission 
officers. Take this opportunity to ask 
questions about financial aid and 
other services that are available to 
students. You can get a good snapshot 
of campus life by reading a copy of 
the student newspaper. The final goal 
of the campus visit is to study the 
school’s personality and decide if it 
matches yours. Your parents should be 
involved with the campus visits so that 
you can share your impressions.  

Making Vacation Productive:  

If you and your family have travel 
plans, use the time wisely to make 

casual visits and campus tours along 
the route. Begin to think about 
what you like or dislike about each 
college(s). Do they offer the courses 
or degree that you’re interested in? 
Do you prefer a large or small campus 
setting? Is there adequate housing on 
or near the school? You’ll save both 
time and money by combining your 
school related activities with your 
vacation plans.

Tips to Get The Most Out of Your 
Campus Visit 

Before you visit a campus, check 
out the school’s Web site. Every 

college has designed a user-friendly 
Web page to inform and impress 
prospective students. 
Obtain current college costs. Your 
admissions officer should be able to 
answer simple financial aid questions 
about need and merit-based aid. If 
not, schedule a visit with a financial 
aid officer. Student Loans of North 
Dakota (SLND) can provide a 
“College Costs Sheet” upon request. 
This free information compares the 
college costs of schools in North and 
South Dakota, and some schools in 
Minnesota, Montana, and Wyoming. 
Call SLND at 1-800-554-2717.  
Arrange appointments during the 
spring and summer with faculty and 
staff in your areas of academic and 
extracurricular interest. You might 
want to sit in on a class and visit with 
students already attending the school.
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Tips on Preparing for College

Now that your senior year is 
rapidly approaching an end, 

students who submitted a FAFSA 
(Free Application for Federal 
Student Aid) earlier in the year will 
soon receive information from the 
colleges and universities listed on 
the form as potential schools of 
interest.
Decision letters indicate if you 
have been accepted to an individual 
school. You can expect to receive 
one or more letters depending on the 
number of schools you listed on the 
FAFSA form as possible choices. If 
you are accepted in more than one 
school, important factors should be 
considered to narrow the list and 
choose the school that best meets 
your educational goals and personal 
preferences.
Differences such as campus size 
and distance from home can have 

a major impact on your college 
experience. Other considerations 
might be a public or private 
institution or a specific geographic 
area. If you already have a career 
or degree in mind, does the college 
offer it? Do you know anyone 
who already attends the college? 
They could be a valuable source of 
information.
A careful review and ranking of the 
financial aid packages received from 
the colleges who accepted you is 
very important. Financial aid awards 
can vary greatly from school to 
school and may include scholarships 
or grants, which unlike student 
loans, do not need to be paid back.
Once you have selected a college, 
it is important to finalize financial 
aid applications and call the office 
to make certain they have all the 
documentation required. Also, check 

with the financial aid office about 
the timing of its award packages. 
Remember to notify the college(s) 
you have decided not to attend of 
your decision. 
Applying for financial aid doesn’t 
have to be confusing. To assist 
you in the process, Student 
Loans of North Dakota provides 
a comprehensive Web site for 
students, parents and educators. 
To access the site, simply visit 
mystudentloanonline.nd.gov. 
Personal help with your college or 
financial aid related questions is also 
available at 1-800-554-2717.
By becoming better aware of the 
financial aid process, your journey 
from high school to college should 
be a smooth one.

If you are planning for fall semester, you have to get ready for what lies ahead.  A little preparation on your 
part will help ensure that your college years are positive!

Cont1. act the college’s student housing department to secure your on-campus housing or research 
your off-campus housing options. 
Stop by your local college or office supply store to purchase any school supplies you will need.2. 
Determine your transportation needs while at school – will you need a car or can you walk, bike or 3. 
take public transportation?
Request your school’s class schedule so you can begin planning the courses you will take the first 4. 
semester.
Research campus jobs, your meal plan, and how and when you will get to school.5. 
Consider a summer job so you can have extra cash to enjoy all that college has to offer.6. 
And don’t forget, spend lots of time with your high school friends before you all head off in 7. 
different directions.


