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April 16: Rural Tourism Conference 
-- Red Willow Bible Camp
April 27-29: North Dakota State
Tourism Conference, Grand Forks.

 For inclusion on the industry 
calendar, e-mail industry events to 
hlemoine@nd.gov.
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More on SESSION, Page 2

“Most Affordable” - AAA
“Friendliest” - Cambridge University 

Flooding delays action on
tourism-related legislation

See page 2 for 
more legislation
related to the 
tourism industry

Tourism industry hosts capitol event

House majority leader Al Carlson visits with participants

   The House Appropriations Government Operations Subcommittee
has been working on SB2018, the Department of Commerce and

Tourism Division appropriation bill, and
adopted amendments regarding
tourism on April 2. The committee added 
$500,000 for tourism infrastructure 
grants (2 to 1 match). The committee 
also maintained the Senate’s additional 
$1.5 million for the Lewis and Clark Fort 
Mandan Foundation and $500,000 for 

the Theodore Roosevelt Medora Foundation, but removed the Wade 
Westin Memorial label. The $500,000 for tourism marketing added by 
the Senate was removed by the committee. The bill now goes to
full appropriations, the House fl oor and the conference committee
where the House and Senate will work out the differences.  

SB2110
Dept. of Commerce

Agency Bill

SB2110 was heard March 4 by the
House Industry Business and Labor
Committee. The bill was introduced at
the request of the department to update 
state statute to refl ect current operations 

within the Department of Commerce. The committee approved the bill 
with one amendment. The bill was returned to the Senate.

SB2009, the State Fair appropriation bill, was heard
before the House Appropriations Committee on
Feb. 27. As amended by the Senate, the budget includes 
one-time funding of $18 million ($15 million from the 
general fund and $3 million from special funds) for a 

grandstand construction project. House appropriations has not yet acted on
the bill.

SB2009, the State Fair appropriation bill, was heard
before the House Appropriations Committee on
Feb. 27. As amended by the Senate, the budget includes 
one-time funding of $18 million ($15 million from the 
general fund and $3 million from special funds) for a 

grandstand construction project. House appropriations has not yet acted on

SB2009
State Fair

Appropriations

   The Tourism Alliance Partnership and 
members of Destination Marketing
Association of North Dakota hosted 
Tourism Day at the Legislature, March 
16. In a fresh move, partners themed 
the day “Tourism: Propelling ND’s 
Economy” and invited legislators by
using bottles of Propel water. A number 
of CVBs and partners participated and 
had the opportunity to talk with
legislators.
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SESSION, From Page 1
SB2173 received a 9-4 do-pass recommendation from the House Political Subdivisions Committee on 
March 19 and is before the House for consideration. SB2173 would require a majority of voters
approve an additional tax levy for historical works rather than the 60 percent currently required by law. 
The bill should be on the House fl oor this week. 

SB2264 failed the House in an 84-8 vote on March 11. This bill would have created a special season-
long nonresident small game hunting license. 

HB1018 was heard by the Senate Appropriations Committee on March 5. HB1018 is the State
Historical Society’s appropriation and includes funding of $288,416 for the Cold War Missile Site
operation and $75,000 for marketing efforts and signage improvements. The House included an
additional $129,500 ($504,500 total) for cultural heritage grants but reduced the appropriation for 
one-time extraordinary repairs from $1.6 million to $1.4 million. Amendments were also added at the 

de Mores Memorial Park in Medora and to remove one FTE archivist position that was added in the executive recommendation. 
The one-time funding of the Heritage Center addition was removed by the House and placed in HB1481. Senate appropriations 
has not yet voted on the bill.    

HB1019 was heard by the Senate Appropriations Committee on March 9. HB1019 provides $1.2 
million to North Dakota Parks and Recreation for extraordinary repairs. The House reduced one-time 
funding for capital projects (originally $2.6 million) by $349,254 and re-appropriated that money to the 
International Peace Garden to make payments on a loan for the Interpretive Center and
Conservatory. The House also appropriated an additional $20,000 for developing and improving 

signage and maps for Icelandic State Park and for trails and attractions in northeastern North Dakota, but the $700,000 for a 
grant program providing matching grants for community outdoor recreation facilities was reduced to $400,000. The
International Peace Garden was appropriated $1.14 million ($791,854 in Governor’s budget plus $349,254 for Interpretive 
Center and Conservatory loan repayment) for operating grants and $55,000 in a one-time capital grant for equipment. The bill 
remains in Senate appropriations.

HB1216 was passed by the full Senate on March 5 in a 28-17 vote. HB1216, as amended, changes 
the structure of the nonresident small game license and nonresident waterfowl license. Under
HB1216, nonresident small game hunters would be able to hunt for three periods of fi ve consecutive 
days. Nonresident waterfowl hunters would be able to hunt for three periods of fi ve consecutive days, 
two periods of seven consecutive days, or 14 consecutive days.  

HB1481 was heard by the Senate Appropriations Committee on March 5. This bill provides $30
million ($18 million one-time funding from the general fund and $12 million from funds raised by the 
agency) for an addition to the North Dakota Heritage Center. This language was originally in HB1018. 
The Senate amended the bill, adding $7 million from special funds, bringing that total to $19 million.

HB1514 was passed 46-0 by the Senate. HB1514 dictates how the state highway fund must be used. 
It requires that 80 percent of the income derived from the interest-bearing highway fund account be 
put in a special road fund. This fund, which is estimated to be about $1.2 million, may be used for 
construction and maintenance of roads to and within recreational, tourist and historical areas.  

HB1515 failed on the Senate fl oor. HB1515, as amended, would have provided $15 million to pave 42 
miles of access roads around Lake Sakakawea.

HB1567 was signed by the Senate president on March 19. This bill states a guide or outfi tter license 
is not required for a person that refers an individual to a licensed guide or outfi tter. A person that
refers an individual to a licensed guide or outfi tter may receive a fee or commission for the referral.  
The bill received a 7-0 do-pass committee recommendation.

SB2173 received a 9-4 do-pass recommendation from the House Political Subdivisions Committee on 
March 19 and is before the House for consideration. SB2173 would require a majority of voters
approve an additional tax levy for historical works rather than the 60 percent currently required by law. 
The bill should be on the House fl oor this week. 

SB2264 failed the House in an 84-8 vote on March 11. This bill would have created a special season-

SB2173
County Tax

Levies

SB2264 failed the House in an 84-8 vote on March 11. This bill would have created a special season-
long nonresident small game hunting license. 
SB2264 failed the House in an 84-8 vote on March 11. This bill would have created a special season-

SB2264
Nonresident

hunting licenses

HB1018 was heard by the Senate Appropriations Committee on March 5. HB1018 is the State
Historical Society’s appropriation and includes funding of $288,416 for the Cold War Missile Site
operation and $75,000 for marketing efforts and signage improvements. The House included an
additional $129,500 ($504,500 total) for cultural heritage grants but reduced the appropriation for 
one-time extraordinary repairs from $1.6 million to $1.4 million. Amendments were also added at the 

de Mores Memorial Park in Medora and to remove one FTE archivist position that was added in the executive recommendation. 

HB1018
Historical Society

Appropriation

HB1019 was heard by the Senate Appropriations Committee on March 9. HB1019 provides $1.2 
million to North Dakota Parks and Recreation for extraordinary repairs. The House reduced one-time 
funding for capital projects (originally $2.6 million) by $349,254 and re-appropriated that money to the 
International Peace Garden to make payments on a loan for the Interpretive Center and
Conservatory. The House also appropriated an additional $20,000 for developing and improving 

signage and maps for Icelandic State Park and for trails and attractions in northeastern North Dakota, but the $700,000 for a 

HB1019
Parks/Rec and
Peace Garden

HB1216 was passed by the full Senate on March 5 in a 28-17 vote. HB1216, as amended, changes 
the structure of the nonresident small game license and nonresident waterfowl license. Under
HB1216, nonresident small game hunters would be able to hunt for three periods of fi ve consecutive 
days. Nonresident waterfowl hunters would be able to hunt for three periods of fi ve consecutive days, 
two periods of seven consecutive days, or 14 consecutive days.  

HB1216
Nonresident

Hunting License

HB1481 was heard by the Senate Appropriations Committee on March 5. This bill provides $30
million ($18 million one-time funding from the general fund and $12 million from funds raised by the 
agency) for an addition to the North Dakota Heritage Center. This language was originally in HB1018. 
The Senate amended the bill, adding $7 million from special funds, bringing that total to $19 million.

HB1481
Heritage Center

Expansion

HB1515 failed on the Senate fl oor. HB1515, as amended, would have provided $15 million to pave 42 
miles of access roads around Lake Sakakawea.HB1515

Paving Sakakawea
Access Roads

HB1514 was passed 46-0 by the Senate. HB1514 dictates how the state highway fund must be used. 
It requires that 80 percent of the income derived from the interest-bearing highway fund account be 
put in a special road fund. This fund, which is estimated to be about $1.2 million, may be used for 
construction and maintenance of roads to and within recreational, tourist and historical areas.  

HB1514
Special Road

Fund

HB1567 was signed by the Senate president on March 19. This bill states a guide or outfi tter license 
is not required for a person that refers an individual to a licensed guide or outfi tter. A person that
refers an individual to a licensed guide or outfi tter may receive a fee or commission for the referral.  
The bill received a 7-0 do-pass committee recommendation.

HB1567 was signed by the Senate president on March 19. This bill states a guide or outfi tter license 
HB1567

Licensing Guides
and Outfi tters
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Each month, the 
Tourism Division 
Newsletter will
feature technology  tips or best-
practices for utilizing new tools 
and Web 2.0. Please share your 
success stories, or your  ques-
tions and suggestions, via e-mail 
to hlemoine@nd.gov.

Tech Talk

   What’s all the chirping about?
   You’ve probably read or seen online 
blogs (web logs). Some businesses use 
blogs to allow testimonials and reviews 
of their services and businesses.
Others allow them to engage
customers in discussion. And many 
individuals use this online medium as 
a public diary.
    One of the fastest growing online 
sites is called Twitter (www.twitter.
com). It’s a cross between a social
networking site (think MySpace or 
Facebook) and blogging.
   Twitter has great popularity with 
media writers and professionals 
because the blogging is brief. In fact, 
its micro-blogs (or tweets) can only 
be 140 characters in length. It’s a 
great opportunity to offer a headline 
and link without the chore of actually 
blogging. North Dakota Tourism began 
using Twitter recently as a means to 
reach more media. To fi nd us online, 
set up an account at twitter.com and 
type North Dakota Tourism in the “Find 
People” fi eld.
   Twitter users are skewing a bit older 
than those on MySpace and
Facebook, the median age is 31. It’s a 
means to communicate, promote and 
even do your own market-research by 
being a part of discussions that your
customers (or potential customers) are 
having about you.
   Other examples of industry use of 
Twitter include: the Fargo-Moorhead 
CVB http://twitter.com/fargomoor-
head, TripAdvisor http://explore.twitter.
com/TripAdvisor and numerous other 
state travel agencies.

Tourism conference to be held April 27-29

Keynote speakers

Jeffrey Stamp  Larry Mersereau   Matt Bailey

   Make your marketing
stand out. Use technology. Be 
innovative. Understand
Canadian markets. 
   These – and more – are all 
topics planned for the 2009 
North Dakota Tourism
Conference, scheduled to take 
place April 27-29 in Grand 
Forks. This is the essential
conference to prepare for the 
upcoming travel season.
   Agenda, registration, award 
nominations and more are 
online: http://www.northda-
kotadestinations.org/agenda.
htm. 

Scholarships, which can help 
cover registration fees, are
available.

Survey: Minnesota residents love North Dakota
   The North Dakota Tourism Division recently 
completed a survey of Minnesota-metro 
households. Participants were those who had 
inquired about traveling to North Dakota in 
2008, and gave their e-mail address. North 
Dakota Tourism had a 16% completion rate 
on the survey.
   Of respondents, 49% said they had visited 
North Dakota in the past and 44% planned 
to visit in 2009. An additional 47% said 
they would possibly visit the state this year. 
Leisure activities they were most interested 
in included sightseeing (86%), scenic byways 
(77%), exploring history (74%), outdoor
activities (69%) and culture & heritage (61%).
   Respondents indicated they most enjoy 

learning about history (88%), wildlife (85%), 
and culture & heritage (81%).
   The regions of North Dakota participants 
were likely to visit were the North Dakota
Badlands (76%), Western North Dakota 
(64%), Eastern North Dakota (58%), Lewis & 
Clark Trail (42%) and
Central North Dakota 
40%).
   Participants were all
26 years and older and
reported an average
daily vacation
spending
amount between
$100 and $200.
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In the News
(Go to the links below each item for a 
complete news release)

North Dakota Tourism was in the 
news in March
  March 4: North Dakota Tourism 
Director Sara Otte Coleman and 
AAA Regional President Mark Grieb kicked off the sixth annual 
North Dakota Governor’s Photo Contest today by announcing a
strategic partnership between the North Dakota Tourism
Division and AAA North Dakota. http://www.ndtourism.com/
smartmail/news-releases/detail.asp?newsID=296
   March 11: Despite a national downturn in the tourism
industry, North Dakota fared quite well in 2008. Bucking last 
year’s trends of national and regional declines in lodging,
airline boardings and attraction attendance, North
Dakota experienced growth in all three of these areas. 
http://www.ndtourism.com/smartmail/news-releases/detail.
asp?newsID=297

March 2009

Warmth at the end of a run
  Lisa Sanden of Williston correctly placed me at Knife 
River Indian Villages last month. This month, I’m getting in 
a little spring downhill. Where am I? Send your  answers to 
jpursley@nd.gov by April 25. In the event of a tie, a drawing 
will be held to determine who receives the North Dakota 
item.

Where Am I?

North Dakota Tourism is on the air ... sort of
   North Dakota Tourism will be featured on URL radio (radio on 
your computer) each Friday from 10:30-11 a.m.
   Kim Schmidt, media and public relations director for the
division, will host the weekly segment. Guests will include industry 
professionals and representatives from tourism-related entities.
   Events for the coming weekend also will be presented.
   To listen, go to URLradio.net

N.D. well positioned as ‘Most Affordable State’ 
   The U.S. Traveler Sentiment rose to 90.2, up 12 points between 
October 2008 and February 2009. This increase is reportedly due 
to a perceived “affordability of travel.”
   “We are very encouraged that more people are signaling a 
willingness to travel for leisure purposes,” said Peter C. Yesawich, 
chairman and CEO of Ypartnership. “This is the fi rst increase we 
have observed in the Index since January 2008, which indicates 
that the discounts travel providers and destinations are offering 
are working to attract more travelers, even in this down economy. 
As it turns out, this is actually a terrifi c time to travel because 
some of these great deals are sure to disappear once the industry 
begins to recover.”
   Promotional pricing and related incentives are credited with
having a positive impact. Vacation packages continue to have ap-
peal.

Creating deals
   What kinds of travel deals do consumers want? Forrester
Consulting has put together recommendations including:
 Highlight the sale price and percentage discount, along with the 
property name and location, in the headline
 Use descriptive copy with text, photos and video
 Highlight the price in terms of savings to the customer – make it 
relevant and timely
 Direct buyers to your Web site, your most profi table sales
    channel
 Display deals on sites where travelers spend most of their
   online time
   While the number of people traveling may not be rapidly
growing, those who are traveling continue to turn to the Internet to 
plan and book trips.
   Need help creating deals and vacation packages? Start by 
visiting the vacation packages promoted on NDtourism.com, 
gather your ideas and call Annette Schilling at 701-328-3505; 
aschilling@nd.gov.

North Dakota Tourism wows at ITB, Swanson 
   North Dakota tourism offi cials met with 42 travel industry 
professionals, including 15 travel media at the ITB Travel Show in 
Berlin, Germany. For the show, trade numbers were down 30% but 
North Dakota leads were up 15%, which indicates North Dakota is 
a destination that is interesting to the German traveling public.
    North Dakota was again asked to present at the Swanson Travel 
Show in Sweden.  Interest is high in the region for the Swedish 
Traveler! Numbers were steady compared to the past four years 
and the interest in the state and knowledge of the state is at its 
highest level.
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National Travel and Tourism Week
   The week of May 9-17 has been set aside as National Travel and 
Tourism Week.

   During these challenging times, it is
particularly important that you join industry 
colleagues around the country in this annual 
salute to the power of travel to help amplify 
our voice for why travel matters.
   U.S. Travel Rally Day on Tuesday, May 12, is 
an unprecedented nationwide opportunity to 
say “Travel Matters,” on one day and under 
one banner. It is a bold and concerted effort to 
represent how travel fuels jobs and 

economies. We encourage convention and visitors bureaus,
chambers and DMOs to take the lead in organizing local events to 
help create a touism buzz.

   The National Recreation Trail Guide for North Dakota is now 
available by request through the North Dakota Parks and
Recreation Department as well as at the state parks and trail 
locations.
   The 44-page pocket-sized booklet provides details on the state’s 

18 nationally designated trails 
such as location, lengths, direc-
tions, and trail amenities. It also 
provides a brief overview of the 
terrain, scenery and wildlife hikers 
can expect to encounter while us-
ing the trails.
   “This first edition, completed in 
2008, includes the most recent 

listing of designated National Recreation Trails in North Dakota, 
along with the Lewis & Clark National Historic Trail and North Na-
tional Scenic Trail,” Trails and Byways Coordinator Kevin Stankie-
wicz says. “We expect the guide to help promote the unique 
collection of trails North Dakota has to offer.”
  To request a copy of the National Recreation Trail Guide for 
North Dakota contact the North Dakota Parks and Recreation 
Department at 701-328-5357 or E-mail parkrec@nd.gov.

North Dakota Parks and Recreation guides available
   The North Dakota Scenic 
Byways & Backways Information 
Guide is available upon request 
from the North Dakota Parks and 
Recreation Department by 
calling 701-328-5357 or
E-mailing parkrec@nd.gov.
   The guide details 10 distinctly 
recognized roadways in North
Dakota, two of them being
nationally designated. From 
history and recreation to scenic 
overlooks and prairie grasslands, 
North Dakota byways and
backways have a lot to offer 
whether in the spring, summer, 
fall or winter. Slow down, stay 
awhile and indulge your senses 
on North Dakota’s scenic byways 
and backways.

Hunting and fishing accommodations
   With the recent conclusion of another sport and travel show 
season, Mark Zimmerman, outdoor recreations promotions
director, stated there were several major reoccurring themes or 
topics for questions and discussions at the booth. One concern 
that our partners across the state can help with is the availability 
of hunting and fishing accommodations.
   Zimmerman is asking local CVBs, Chambers of Commerce, city 
auditors and other tourism partners to contact him with
information on lodging accommodations available for the
upcoming hunting seasons. The Tourism Division will post that 
information on line for the individual hunters to make the contact 
for reservations. Contact Zimmerman at mzimmerman@nd.gov or
800-435-5663.

Roughrider Hotel expansion project in Medora


