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May 9-17: National Tourism Week
May 14:  Passport to North Da-
kota History event – North Dakota 
Heritage Center

 For inclusion on the industry 
calendar, e-mail industry events to 
hlemoine@nd.gov.
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   The Legislative session has finally wrapped up and the Tourism industry fared quite well.  
The legislature added $250,000 to the Governor’s
proposed $912,000 increase for tourism marketing for a total 
of  $1,162,000 in new marketing money - a 24% increase. The 
tourism budget also included $1.5 million for an expansion to the 
Lewis and Clark Interpretive Center in Washburn and $500,000 to 
the T.R. Medora Foundation for the Roughrider Hotel project in
Medora. Another $100,000 was included for state duties
associated with the commissioning and launching of the USS 
North Dakota, a new Navy submarine.
   In other bills, a historic $52 million was approved for the Phase II 
expansion of the North Dakota Heritage Center. The legislation
appropriates $39.7 million in state funds, with an additional $12 
million to come from private and federal funds. A total of $15 
million was approved for the North Dakota State Fair grandstand 
project. And $1.85 million for the International Peace Garden
Interpretive Center and Conservatory was passed. Thanks to all
the tourism partners who helped the effort to elevate the
importance of tourism, which resulted in this increase in funding.
   On the other hand, first-quarter statistics tell us what the rest of the county heard in 2008,  
that travel was not the top priority for many. Most visitation numbers, as well as Canadian 
border crossings, declined sharply during January, February and March. Based on
discussions I have had with tourism partners and the public, much of the decline may be 
blamed on record-breaking cold weather and snow, followed by flooding in March which 

Sine die (whew!)
Tourism fares well in Legislative session  

Tourism Director
Sara Otte Coleman

   Travel and tourism is a $3.96 billion
industry in North Dakota, generating $368 

million in taxes and 
$733 million in 
wages and
salaries. This vital 
state industry will be 
recognized starting 
May 9 during
National Tourism 
Week.  Governor 
John Hoeven is 
expected to issue 
a proclamation for 

North Dakota Tourism Week to be held in
conjunction with national events, May 9-17.  
   The theme of this year’s effort is “Discover 
Great American Traditions” and is the perfect 
time to promote the importance of tourism in 

Gear up for Travel and Tourism Week
your own communities and regions. 
  Celebrate local traditions and promote 
to the public and community leaders how 
essential tourism is to our state’s economy. 
Ideas for promotion include:
 An open house at businesses, Chambers 
and CVBs
 Community event or activity
 Media interviews, press releases or op/ed 
articles
 Signage blitz
   North Dakota Tourism has prepared a 
sample press release, research fact sheet 
and ideas for recognizing National Tourism 
Week. A link to national resources can also 
be found at:
http://www.ndtourism.com/industry/nation-
al-tourism-week/

The Tourism Staff will 
miss Annette Schilling, 
who ended her tenure 
with the ND Tourism 
Division on May 1. We 
wish her all the best as 
she heads west to rope 

in media attention and more visitors 
for Medora as the New Public
Relations and Marketing Director for 
the TR Medora Foundation.

Good Luck
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Sine die
Failed Tourism-Related
Legislation Tracked

Infrastructure Development
HB 1193 – Dunn County fair appropriation, $2 million to the Dunn 
County fair association for the establishment of a high plains cultural 
resource center.
HB 1479 – Recreational grant program, a recreational matching grant 
program for political subdivisions.
HB 1515 – Paving access roadways to Lake Sakakawea, as amended, 
provided$15 million to pave 42 miles of access roads around Lake 
Sakakawea. 
SB 2173 – County levies for historical works, would require a majority of 
voters approve an additional tax levy for historical works rather than the 
60 percent currently required by law.

Hunting
HB 1216 – Nonresident small game hunting licenses, changes the 
structure of the nonresident small game license from two 7-day periods 
to three 5-day periods.
HB 1246 – Nonresident small game hunting licenses, changes the 
structure of the nonresident small game license by making it valid for 
up to 14 days in periods of at least three consecutive days each.
SB 2264 – Nonresident small game hunting licenses, created a special 
season-long nonresident small game hunting license. 

Lodging Reimbursement
HB 1119 – State offi cer and employee lodging reimbursement, allows a 
state offi cer or employee to be reimbursed for lodging in excess of $55 
if they can prove that reasonable lodging at or below that amount was 
not available.

Liability
HB 1189 – Liability of owners of recreation lands, specifi es owners of 
recreational lands who collect $100,000 or less do not have the same 
liability as those over that threshold. The bill is designed to encourage 
agri-tourism ventures in North Dakota.
HB 1228 – Liability for injury or damage incurred during equine activity, 
prevents the liablity of equine activity sponsors in certain situations and 
limits the total liability to $250,000. 
HB 1320 – Liability of owners of recreation lands, removes businesses 
from recreational immunity when land used for recreational purpose 
furthers a business purpose.

Signage
HB 1528 - Tourist-oriented directional signs, instead of requiring a 
business-owner to hire a contractor to install and maintain a tourist-
orientated directional sign within the right of way of any highway, this 
bill allows the Department of Transportation to install and maintain the 
sign. It also allows the Department to charge the business-owner for the 
costs of the sign and collect the charges under a payment plan.  
HB 1529 – Outdoor advertising and distance limits from highways, 
under current law does not allow a business to place signs on property 
they own, lease, rent or control along a roadway unless the property is 
connected to the land where their business activity takes place. This 
bill changes the current law and allows businesses to install signs on 
property they own, lease, rent or control next to a roadway and doesn’t 
require the property to be connected to the land where the business is 
located. The bill violates the Federal Highway Act and would jeopardize 
federal highway funds.

   The North Dakota Tourism Alliance Partnership (TAP) positively im-
pacted tourism-related legislation during the longest Legislative session 
in modern North Dakota history. The 79-day assembly wrapped up busi-
ness on May 4.
   TAP successfully lobbied for an increase in the Tourism Division bud-
get. as well as major infrastructure projects that will benefi t the tourism 
industry for many years. 
In addition to hosting the 
2008 Tourism Congress, 
meeting with legislators 
and the Governor’s
Offi ce during the interim, 
TAP worked on 25 bills impacting tourism during the session.
   If you have questions about TAP’s work during the session, feel free 
to contact TAP Executive Director Dana Bohn at 701-355-4458 or 
clearh2o@btinet.net. 
   A summary of tourism-related legislation:

Tourism Division
SB 2018 – Department of Commerce/Tourism Division appropriation
   The Governor’s budget recommendation included $9.3 million in 
general fund dollars for the Tourism Division, including $912,000 more 
for tourism marketing and $100,000 to promote the commission of a 
Navy ship, the U.S.S. North Dakota. The legislature increased the Tour-
ism Division budget to $11.75 million. The increase includes $250,000 
for tourism marketing for a total of $1.2 million, a 24% enhancement 
to last biennium’s tourism marketing budget. It also added $1.5 million 
for a Lewis and Clark Foundation infrastructure grant, $500,000 for a 
Theodore Roosevelt Medora Foundation infrastructure grant and lan-
guage stating the Tourism Division is to develop criteria for large tourism 
infrastructure grants and a method for setting funding priorities in future 
bienniums.

Infrastructure Development
HB 1018 - State Historical Society appropriation
   The Governor’s budget recommendation included $288,416 for the 
Cold War Missile site operation; $375,000 for cultural heritage grants; 
$1.6 million for one-time extraordinary repairs and capital projects; 
$75,000 one-time general funds appropriation for marketing efforts and 
signage improvements; and $18 million for an addition to the North Da-
kota Heritage Center. The legislature increased funding to $504,500 for 
cultural heritage grants; and decreased funding to $1.4 million for one-
time extraordinary repairs. The Heritage Center funding was removed 
and placed in HB 1481.
HB 1019 – North Dakota Parks and Recreation and International 
Peace Garden appropriation
   In the Governor’s recommendation, North Dakota Parks and Recre-
ation Department was appropriated more than $2 million for capital 
projects and $700,000 for a grant program providing matching grants 

TAP plays key role in
Legislative session

More on SESSION, Page 3
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Each month, the 
Tourism Division 
Newsletter will
feature technology  tips or best-
practices for utilizing new tools 
and Web 2.0. Please share your 
success stories, or your  ques-
tions and suggestions, via e-mail 
to hlemoine@nd.gov.

Tech Talk

Don’t let your Web site
get lost in the shuffle
   In this age of social media and 
blogging, a business’s Web site can 
sometimes get lost in the shuffle. You 
might be wondering, “How important is 
my Web site?”

   To answer that we turn to the age-old 
adage: If people don’t find your
business on the Web, they will
certainly find a Web site of one of your 
competitors.

   How your site ranks (search engine 
optimization) when content is
being searched via search engines like 
Google is key to increasing visitor
traffic. There are several things you 
can do to keep your site near or at the 
top of the search list, including:

1. Update your Web page content 
every week.

2. Keep customers coming back for 
more through methods like having a 
contest or building a forum/chat area.

3. Invest in a keyword marketing 
campaign.

  Consider this: Internet access is
available in more homes than cable TV.  
Especially if you are buying advertising, 
you can’t neglect the place that you’re 
driving traffic to.

   Tourism Conference speaker Matt 
Bailey offered a number of Web site 
SEO tips and suggestions during his 
general session and breakout. Matt’s 
contact information was included on 
the flash drive that conference
attendees received, and he will post 
his presentation on his Web site.

for community outdoor recreation facilities. The Governor also recommended the International 
Peace Garden be appropriated $737,854 for operating grants and $55,000 in a one-time 
capital grant for equipment. The legislature appropriated $1.85 million to the International 
Peace Garden to pay off the Interpretive Center and Conservatory loan that was acquired to 
match Canadian funds. The legislature decreased funding to $400,000 for a grant program 
providing matching grants for community outdoor recreation facilities; and authorized North 
Dakota Parks and Recreation to apply for federal fiscal stimulus funds for the Turtle River 
State Park pedestrian bridge ($300,000), Turtle Mountain Scenic Byway acquisitions and 
trails ($200,000) and Fort Abraham Lincoln CCC Building rehabilitation ($300,000).  
HB 1481 - State Historical Society, Heritage Center addition
   The Governor’s budget recommendation for the expansion of the North Dakota Heritage 
Center was $17 million. The legislature decided to fund the project at a total of $51.7 million. 
The legislature appropriated $39.7 million from the general fund. The State Historical Society 
will be required to raise $12 million in private match funding for the project, and construction 
cannot begin until they have at least $6 million in cash contributions. The amendments also 
state that any stimulus dollars that may be available to the project are to replace general fund 
dollars.  
HB 1514 – Use of the special road fund
   The bill dictates how the state highway fund must be used. It requires that 80 percent of the 
income derived from the interest-bearing highway fund account be put in a special road fund. 
This special road fund, which Sen. Potter estimates to be about $1.2 million, may be used for 
construction and maintenance of access roads to and within recreational, tourist and histori-
cal areas.
SB 2009 – State Fair appropriation
   The Governor’s budget recommendation included $17 million from general funds for a new 
grandstand for the North Dakota State Fair in Minot. The legislature appropriated $15 million 
from general funds for the grandstand
SB 2309 – Sibley and Sully historic trails
   This bill enables the Parks and Recreation Department and other organizations to conduct 
a study of the feasibility of linking and improving a series of public sites along the Sibley and 
Sully historic trails.

Hunting
HB 1045 – Severance of hunting rights
   This bill prevents landowners from severing hunting rights from the surface estate.
HB 1567 – Relating to licensing of guides and outfitters
   This bill states a guide or outfitter license is not required for a person that refers an indi-
vidual to a licensed guide or outfitter. A person that refers an individual to a licensed guide or 
outfitter may receive a fee or commission for the referral.

Lodging Reimbursement
SB 2064 – State officer and employee lodging and mileage reimbursement
   The bill sets the state officer and employee lodging reimbursement rate at 90 percent of 
the federal rate, sets the legislator rate at 55 percent of the state rate and allows the director 
of the North Dakota Office of Management and Budget to adopt rules establishing mileage 
reimbursement.  
SB 2353 – State officer and employee lodging reimbursement
   This bill, as amended, sets the state officer and employee lodging reimbursement rate at 90 
percent of the federal rate.

Passed Bills
SESSION, From Page 2
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closed many highways and interstates. We have 
to believe that there were just too many reasons 
not to travel to North Dakota these past few 
months and with the return on more normal 
weather our visitor numbers will improve.
   The tremendous amount of national public-
ity on North Dakota during the fl oods may have 
discouraged immediate travel but may benefi t 
the state later on.
   Now that fl ood waters have receded, what 
people remember is the smiling faces working 
to help save homes, businesses and community 
facilities. Viewers saw many images of North 
Dakota and most of those images were positive 
- including beautiful homes and river scenery.
   The positive numbers for the quarter were 
hotel occupancy rates  and average daily rates, 
which were up along with lodging taxes collected 
and airport passengers (FEMA/Red Cross?). 
The other strong number was unique visitors 
to NDtourism.com, which was down only 1% 
despite a 41% increase in 2008. Please take 
into consideration that we are using a new Web 
metrics system, which is now the only system 
being used by the state of North Dakota.
   The State ITD department discontinued sup-
porting Web Trends software that we were using 
to track Web traffi c. Fortunately we had also 
been using Google Analytics independently, 
so we do have some comparative data to work 
with. Google, however, measures differently than 
Web Trends, so the numbers will be smaller in 
2009 than in 2008 due to this different mea-
surement.
   Our 2009 advertising has hit the air, paper 
and cyberspace and we are cautiously optimis-
tic that the media buy will continue to motivate 
traffi c to North Dakota. We will retain the AAA’s 
most affordable state designation forever - or 
until they decide to do the study again. Some 
of the ad campaign, including broadcast TV, 
some magazine advertising and our newspaper 
inserts will not run until July due to budget con-
straints. With travel intentions and consumer 
confi dence improving, that may work well for us 
this year.
   The 2009 tourism conference was another 
huge success. Thanks to all the participants 
and especially the Destination Marketing As-
sociation, which partnered with us to plan and 
manage the conference. Congrats to all the 
Governor’s Awards winners! It is fun to celebrate 
success.
   Happy National Tourism Week. Let’s all get 
the word out on the importance of Tourism and 
spruce up for the visitors ... who are coming!

MESSAGE, From Page 1

   Recent traveler surveys indicate more 
than 70 percent of travel booking is
being done online. North Dakota
Tourism will soon offer a portal to online 
accommodation booking, in
partnership with Rickert Media and 
JackRabbit BookDirect.
   After thorough research, North Dakota 
Tourism has partnered with JackRabbit 
due to a unique “scrapping” technology 
that requires no additional
reservation system or policies. It allows 
the provider to continue using their 
reservation system and room inventory 
while giving higher traffi c and increased 
room reservations.
   Several corporate agreements have 
already been established with
accommodation providers, and for these 
hotels no further sign-up is required.  
Corporate agreements are with La
Quinta, Carlson Hotels Worldwide, 
Best Western, Hilton, Accor-Motel 6, 
Starwood Hotel & Resorts, Drury Inn & 
Suites and IHG-InterContinental Hotel 
Group.
   For all other lodging, please sign up on 
or before Friday, June 26 at:
http://jackrabbitsystems.com/signup/
ndtourism_signup.php

NDtourism.com to offer accommodation booking

Accommodation providers who do 
not currently have online reservation 
systems can work with JackRabbit to 
get set up. A demo is available for how 
this system would look on your Web site.  
http://jackrabbitreservations.com/ho-
tels
   All North Dakota lodging facilities 
with online reservation systems will be 
available on JackRabbit for FREE from 
May 20-June 26. For those properties 
who participate after June 26, they will 
be billed a 12% reservation fee when a 
room is booked via this system. If the 
provider’s system is unable to embed 
the JackRabbit code tracking
reservations, please note they will 
charge a Cost Per Click (CPC) of 1
percent of the lowest average daily rate 
that is published on the
accommodation’s Web site for the 
month, until they are able to embed the 
code.
   Questions should be directed to Jenny 
Kollander at 952-933-2549.

Tourism partners urged to think nationally
   Tourism Division Director Sara Otte Coleman will lead
North Dakota’s delegation to this year’s Travel Leadership
Summit in Washington D.C., September 16-17. This is an
excellent opportunity to meet with North Dakota’s elected
offi cials and share personally the importance of the
tourism industry in our state. For information on the
Travel Leadership Summit, go to:
http://www.tia.org/govtaffairs/summit/index.html,
or contact Otte Coleman at socoleman@nd.gov
for information on participating.

DiscoverAmerica.com ‘Picture America’ Contest
   DiscoverAmerica.com and USA Today have launched ‘Picture America,’ a
nationwide contest that encourages the submission of iconic images of the
United States for international visitors. Photos will be featured on the Web sites 
USATODAY.com and DiscoverAmerica.com and three winners will be selected. 
Contest ends on May 8 (TOMORROW!), so hurry and get those photos turned 
in. For more information and submission guidelines visit: http://www.ustravel.
org/resources/Insights/09/April_State.htm#DAcom
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The Press Run: Featuring North DakotaThe Press Run: Featuring North Dakota
North Dakota in the news: First quarter 2009

 Midwest Living, January-February: Prairie Fire Pottery, Where the White Buffalo
    Roam, Patrie’s Raspberries, Celebrations
 Courier, February: Tourism Dollars Go a Long Way in the Peace Garden State
 New Birth of Freedom:  North Dakota: Liberty and Union Now and Forever One 
and Inseparable
 Kansas City Star, March: Farm Rescue Banks on Future in Troubled Times
 Group Travel Leader, March: Handheld Horizons
 Bus Tours Magazine, January: North Dakota Offers Trail of Legends

Presenting the 2009 Governor’s Awards for Tourism were Tourism Division Director Sara Otte
Coleman (far left), Deputy Commerce Commissioner Paul Govig (fifth from left) and Wendy Howe 
of Minot CVB (far right). Winners were, from left, Rod Lagerquist International Peace Garden; Gary 
Greff, Enchanted Highway; Kylie Oversen, Burnin’ Daylight; Krissy Swartz, Fargo-Moorhead CVB; 
Traci Bertsch, Marlyn Bertsch, Richard Doerr and Jamie Kramlich, James River Rodeo; Sandy 
Dobmeier, Grand Forks CVB; Sue Romero, MHA Nation; and Nicole Blair, Julie Rygg, James Feist and 
Shelly Wagendorf, Grand Forks CVB.

Help us out
Attendees are asked to fill out the 
conference evaluation online at 
http://www.surveymonkey.com/
s.aspx?sm=9DWX0Ipd5uwCxzjtyIGI
3g_3d_3d 

Share your thoughts on the confer-
ence at http://www.areavoices.
com/prairiebiz.

   Eight Governor’s Travel and Tourism 
Awards were presented during the State 
Tourism Conference.
   The awards recognized outstanding
leaders in the tourism industry. North 
Dakota Department of Commerce Deputy 
Commissioner Paul Govig provided
opening remarks, while Tourism Director 
Sara Otte Coleman and DMAND President 
Wendy Howe presented the following 
awards: 
 Krissy Swartz, Fargo-Moorhead
Convention and Visitors Bureau,
Visitors Services, in the Front-Line
Employee category. 
 MHA Nation Tribal Tourism, in the 
International Tourism Award category - Ted 
Lone Fight, John Howling Wolf and Sue 
Romero, representing the Three Affiliated 
Tribes consisting of the Mandan, Hidatsa 
and Arikara Nations of North Dakota. 
 Rod Lagerquist, International Peace 
Garden, in the Behind the Scenes Tourism 
Employee award. 
 The Enchanted Highway, created by 
Gary Greff, near Regent, in the Attraction 
of the Year category. 
 James River Rodeo, Jamestown, in the 
Event of the Year category. 
 Burnin’ Daylight Adventures, of Killdeer, 
founded by Karen Sabrosky and Fayleen 
Fischer, for the Best Package. 
 Julie Rygg, Greater Grand Forks
Convention & Visitors Bureau (CVB), in 
the Travel and Tourism Industry Leader 

Tourism awards
presented at

state conference

category.
 Greater Grand Forks Convention and 
Visitors Bureau (CVB), in the Tourism
Organization of the Year category.
   “North Dakota has the beauty and
diversity visitors appreciate, but it’s our
hard-working industry partners that create 
the wonderful adventures and activities 
that make us a destination,” Tourism 
Director Sara Otte Coleman said. 
   In 2010, Tourism will present its first 
Wade Westin Inspired Marketing Award in 
honor of the late Theodore Roosevelt
Medora Foundation PR Director Wade 
Westin. Wade was one of those true North 
Dakotans who loved to share his state 
with others. Whether he was singing on 
stage at the Medora Musical, selling pop-
corn in the stands, working a tradeshow 
selling North Dakota or hosting a media 
fam group – Wade always lived up to the 

“Gentleman Wade” character he once 
played as host of the Medora musical. 
Wade loved to work cooperatively and 
his involvement in all areas of marketing, 
sales and PR made him an inspiration for 
tourism marketers across the state.
   This award will be given annually to a 
stand-out effort in marketing.



April 2009North Dakota Tourism Division

NDtourism.comSara Otte Coleman, Director 800-435-5663

Bird’s-eye view of a unique facility, from a unique facility.

Kara Ann Orgaard of Mandan knew I was snowboarding at 
Huff Hills in Mandan last month. This month, I got a bird’s-
eye view of the John D. Odegard aerospace center. Where 
am I? Send your  answers to jpursley@nd.gov by May 25. In 
the event of a tie, a drawing will be held to determine who 
receives the North Dakota item.

Where Am I?

Tourism Quarterly Report
Area of
Travel

Cumulative
Lodging Tax

Major
Attractions

National
Park Visitors

State Park
Visitors

Statewide
Hotel

Occupancy Rate

Web Views (www.NDtourism.com)

Unique Web Visits

N.D. Airport
Passengers

Local Visitor
Centers

Statewide
Average

Room Rate

2009
First

Quarter

2008
First

Quarter

Percent
Change
09-08

54,488 58,822 -7%

6,491 7,559 -14%

       710,316 795,785 -11%

6,004 6,507 -8%

172,236 166,571 3%

7%$818,843.72 $767,253.38

Jan.: $64.72

Mar.: $66.27

Feb.: $66.78

Jan.: $67.56

Mar.: $67.55

Feb.: $68.18

Jan.: 4.4%

Mar.: 1.8%

Feb.: 2.1%

Jan.: 50.2%

Mar.: 59.8%

Feb.: 56.8%

Jan.: 54.6%

Mar.: 58.8%

Feb.: 58.3%
Jan.: 8.6%

Mar.: -1.7%

Feb.: 2.7%

394,602 506,594 -22%

66,117 67,023 -1%

Taxable Sales
and Purchases

Final statistics are not yet published, however, preliminary 
information indicates that fourth quarter 2008 will show 
the Accommodation & Food Service sector experienced 

growth of nearly 4%. The Arts, Entertainment and 
Recreation sector will show growth just under 2.5%. For 

the entire calendar year, Accommodation & Food Service 
sector will likely post gains of nearly 8.5% from 2007. The 
Arts, Entertainment and Recreation sector will show more 
modest gains of nearly 2% for 2008. Final numbers will be 

released in second quarter of 2009.

Canadian Border
Crossings 115,400 142,360 -19%

  State Parks: Cross Ranch, Ft. Ransom, Ft. Stevenson, Grahams Island, Icelandic, Indian Hills, Lake 
Metigoshe, Lake Sakakawea, Lewis & Clark, Little Missouri, Turtle River, Sully Creek, Ft. Lincoln and 
Beaver Lake.      
  National Parks: Theodore Roosevelt National Park, Knife River Indian Villages, Fort Union.  
  Major Attractions: Alerus Center, Bismarck Civic Center, Bison Sports Arena, Chahinkapa Zoo, 
Missouri Yellowstone Confluence Center/Fort Buford, Dakota Gasification, Antelope Valley, Coteau, 
Leland Olds Station, Dakota Wizards, Fargo Air Museum, Fargo Civic Center, Fargodome, Gateway To 
Science, Heritage Center, L&C Interpretive Center/Fort Mandan, National Buffalo Museum,  ND State 
Capitol, Pembina State Museum, Pioneer Trails Regional Museum, Plains Art Museum, North Dakota 
State Fair Center, North Dakota Museum of Art, Ralph Engelstad Arena, Red River Zoo, Toy Farmer 
Museum       
  Local Visitor Center: Bismarck, Buffalo City Tourism, Devils Lake, Dickinson, Fargo/Moorhead, 
Grand Forks, McKenzie County, Minot, Rosebud Visitor Center, Rugby, Wahpeton and Williston. 
  The statewide hotel occupancy rate is measured by Smith Travel Research.   
  North Dakota Tourism uses Google Analytics to gather visitor data from www.ndtourism.com
  (ITD (State of North Dakota Information Technology Dept.) has recently selected Google Analytics 
as its new web analytics tool. Google uses cookies to track users where Webtrends utilized log file,  
causing the numbers and percentages to change in our reporting method.    
  If you should have any questions, or would like to be included in the survey, please contact Tricia 
Miller, data coordinator, North Dakota Tourism, 1-800-435-5663.

New tool for USTA members 
   Convention and visitors bureaus and businesses that are
members of the U.S. Travel Association are encouraged to take 
advantage of DiscoverAmerica.com as a marketing tool. The
domestic launch will soon take place, and in conjunction,
members have the chance to post deals and special offers for 
free in their “Get a Deal” widget.
   To submit deals and offers:
   1. Go to: http://www.discoveramerica.com/tsp/join.do
   2. Select who you are
   3. Select United States as the market
   4. Enter promo code: ustravel09
   5. Enter company information.
   After you have gone through these steps, an email with your 
username and password and a URL will be sent to you. Click on 
the URL in the e-mail and log in to enter your deal and offer
information.

New WHTI travel requirements loom
   The Western Hemisphere Travel Initiative (WHTI) establishes 
document requirements for travel into the United States from 
Canada, Mexico and the Caribbean. On June 1, 2009, WHTI Land 
and Sea will be implemented. At that time, only passports or 
WHTI-compliant documents will be acceptable for entering the 
U.S. All U.S. and Canadian citizens entering or re-entering the 
United States by land or sea will be affected. For more details,
including information on the types of acceptable documents, 
please go to www.GetYouHome.gov.

Finnish travel is just beginning
   The Office of Travel and Tourism Industries (OTTI) is reporting a 
7% increase in travel from Finland to the U.S. for the months of 
January and February.


