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Funding for the future

North Dakota Heritage Center
$39.7 million was authorized for the expansion of the North Dakota Heritage Center. The 
$51.7 million Heritage Center project includes $12 million in private funds and other
donations. It expands the now-full collections space for artifacts and exhibits, brings North 
Dakota history exhibits up-to-date, allows space for new and traveling exhibits, high-tech media 
murals and interactive learning labs and also provides space for events and conventions. The 
center’s hub of history will tell visitors about other destinations and historic attractions across 
the state. http://governor.nd.gov/media/news-releases/2009/05/090506c.html 

North Dakota State Fair Grandstand
$15 million in general fund dollars were allocated, along 
with a $3 million special fund authority, to construct a 
new grandstand at the North Dakota State Fairgrounds. 
The funding will be used to raze the existing grandstand 
and construct the new 7,000-seat, roofed facility that will
accommodate up to 16,000 people. http://governor.
nd.gov/media/news-releases/2009/05/090508b.html

Theodore Roosevelt Medora Foundation
$500,000 was 
awarded to assist 
the restoration 
and expansion of 
the Historic Rough 
Riders Hotel in 
Medora, expanding 
Medora’s ability 
to draw visitors and groups year-round. The total project 
will cost $12.5 million and provide 68 new guest rooms 
and meeting/conference/banquet facilities.

International Peace Garden
$1.85 million was appropriated 
to pay off the Interpretive Center 
and Conservatory (IC&C) loan that 
was acquired to match Canadian
funds. The IC&C and garden 
complex enhances the year-round 
visitor experience at the
International Peace Garden and 
creates a significant education 
vacation component.

Lewis & Clark Center Expansion
$1.5 million was appropriated to 
the Lewis & Clark Fort
Mandan Foundation as part of a 
$3 million expansion and exhibit 
makeover of the Lewis & Clark 
Interpretive Center. The project 
will add a 300-seat auditorium to 
the center with major
remodeling of the interior,
dramatic new Lewis & Clark
Expedition exhibits and new
technology displays.

The 61st Legislative Assembly recognized the significant impact of tourism by allocating 
funds to major infrastructure projects. Building, improving and enhancing infrastructure is 
vital in attracting visitors and in keeping visitors returning and spreading the news.
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  June is Great Outdoors Month and tourism entities across the state are encouraging people to
get outside and enjoy what North Dakota’s great outdoors has to offer. National Trails Day is
recognized June 6. Here’s a highlight of events that can be found at North Dakota state parks.

 Beaver Lake State Park - Join a ranger on a guided hike on the newly
renovated Nature Trail. Meet at the park swim beach at 10 a.m.
 Cross Ranch State Park - A two-mile guided hike for all ages,
starting at 10 a.m.
 Fort Abraham Lincoln State Park - Halloween in June.  Explore the
Legacy Trail at the park.
 Fort Ransom State Park - Hikers should meet at the Bjone House Visitor
Center at 10 a.m. The park ranger will lead a two-hour hike on park trails.
 Fort Stevenson State Park - Ranger-guided hike through park’s native
prairie. Meet at the Fort Stevenson Guardhouse. The event is scheduled
from 2-4 p.m.
 Icelandic State Park - Guided hikes through a portion of the Gunlogson
Nature Preserve and other areas of the park.

 Lake Metigoshe State Park - Programs are planned, including geo-caching and canoeing.
 Lake Sakakawea State Park - Hike the North Country National Scenic Trail. The event is
scheduled from 10 a.m. to 1 p.m.
 Lewis and Clark State Park - Join park staff from 11:30 a.m. to 3 p.m. Hiking, cycling, birding,
children’s activities, health-focused programs and trail exhibits/workshops available.
Pre-registration required.
 Turtle River State Park - Events scheduled from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. with guided hike, workshop
and children’s activities.

Other events taking place in North Dakota on National Trails Day:
 Maah Daah Hey Trail Association and Dakota Prairie Grasslands - Gather at the Medora
amphitheater at 9 a.m. to help surface about a half-mile of the Maah Daah Hey Trail west of the
amphitheater. Lunch will be provided; all equipment and supplies provided.
 North Country Trail Association, Sheyenne River Valley Chapter - Event is scheduled from 10 a.m.
to 6 p.m. Meet at the Fort Ransom State Park HQ. Plans include a morning hike and afternoon
work to develop a new trail connection to the city of Fort Ransom. Tools will be provided.
 Theodore Roosevelt Nature and History Association -
Interpretive hike along the Ridgeline Nature Trail in TRNP, South
Unit. Diffi culty rating for this trek is moderate. Event is from 2 to 3:30 p.m.

 U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service - A four-mile hike over rough
ground is part of a two-day birding festival. Lunch will be provided
after the hike. The event is scheduled from 10 a.m. to noon.
   Additional information on National Trails Day events in North Dakota can be found
at http://americanhiking.org/ntd.aspx.

ground is part of a two-day birding festival. Lunch will be provided

Celebrate Great
Outdoors Month

   National Geographic Adventure Magazine has 
named the Maah Daah Hey Trail one of its Top 50 
American Adventures.
   Biking the Maah Daah Hey ranked 39th. The 
magazine said: ”Ninety-Six (soon to be 176) 
miles of singletrack in the same Badlands that 

Adventure Magazine lauds Maah Daah Hey Trail
toughened Teddy Roosevelt.”
   Maah Daah Hey rated higher than
adventures like hiking the Bob Marshall
Wilderness in Montana, riding Monument Valley 
in Arizona and paddling the Everglades in Florida. 
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DiscoverAmerica.com
   A domestic version of the DiscoverAmeri-
ca.com site was launched last month. In an 
effort to bring value to U.S. travel members, 
there are two FREE ways to participate 
through the end of 2009.
 Submit your 160x600 banner advertise-
ment to discoveramerica@ustravel.org and 
receive free ad placement on the domestic 
site. 
 Promote unlimited special offers/deals.
Enter promotion code ustravel09 for free
registration. (Valid for the U.S. site 
only). Don’t miss this chance to par-
ticipate! For inquiries, please contact 
discoveramerica@ustravel.org.

Medora newsletter
   The Medora Area Convention and Visitors 
Bureau has an industry newsletter available, 
to subscribe call 701-623-4829 or e-mail 
bcm@midstate.net.

Rosebud Visitor Center is open
   Two weeks ago, it appeared the Rosebud Visitor Center in Valley City would be closed, a victim of 
this spring’s flooding. But the folks at Valley City defied the odds and the center is OPEN. There is 
currently a one-block detour to the visitor center, but officials are continuing to work hard at repairs 
and revitalization in the community. In fact, two new antique shops are opening this month!
Rosebud hours are Monday-Friday, 8 a.m.-5 p.m. and Saturday-Sunday, 10 a.m.-5 p.m.

   On your next visit to NDtourism.
com, you will see a new feature
offering online accommodation
booking at North Dakota hotels.
   Just visit the home page and/or 
“Where to Stay” to see the new
feature. A new partnership with
RickertMedia and JackRabbit
BookDirect allows this integration to 
take place. JackRabbit is offering a 
FREE month of booking services for 
all lodging facilities through July 1. 

Online booking on NDtourism.com is here!



If you do not currently offer online 
booking but would like to offer this 
great service, or want to learn more, 
please contact Jenny Kollander
at 952-933-2549 or jenny.
kollander@rickertmedia.com.
   JackRabbit can help your
business start online booking, use 
your own reservation system and
policies and drive higher traffic to 
your site with increased room
reservations.
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Days of yore
Allison Suko correctly said I was at the Canad Inn in Grand 
Forks last month, looking out at the UND campus. This 
month, I’m taking a trip down memory lane to the way it 
was in pioneer days in North Dakota. Where am I? Send 
your  answers to jpursley@nd.gov by June 25. In the event 
of a tie, a drawing will be held to determine who receives 
the North Dakota item.

Where Am I?

   Led by Senators Byron Dorgan 
(D-ND) and John Ensign (R-NV), 
an effort to create a
public-private partnership and 
attract international travelers 
moved one-step closer to reality 
last month. The United States 
Senate Committee on
Commerce, Science and
Transportation approved the 
“Travel Promotion Acts of 2009.”
    According to an analysis by 
Oxford Economics, the program 
could drive $4 billion annually in 
new spending by international 
travelers to the United States.
   “Our nation’s economy is 
struggling and international 
travel promotion is part of the 
solution,” said Roger Dow, presi-
dent and CEO of the U.S. Travel 
Association. “This much-needed 
legislation will help the United 
States to create thousands of 
new jobs and welcome billions 
in new spending by international 
visitors. Thanks to Senators 
Dorgan and Ensign, the United 
States is one step closer to 
joining nearly every developed 
nation in the world in
competing for visitors,
strengthening its economy and 
enhancing its image.” 
   The Travel Promotion Act 

specifi es that travel promotion 
would be paid for by private 
sector contributions and a $10 
fee on foreign travelers from 
countries that do not pay $131 
for a visa to enter the United 
States. The legislation requires 
no contributions from U.S. tax-
payers. Similar legislation was 
introduced in the Senate and 
passed the U.S. House of
Representatives in 2008, but 
did not receive a vote before the 
Senate adjourned.
   Learn more at: http://www.tia.
org/index.html.

Travel Promotions
Act getting

close to reality
   Starting June 1, a U.S. law took 
full effect, requiring travelers to 
present a passport or other
approved document when
entering or returning to the 
United States. Approved travel 
documents include passport, 
U.S. passport card, enhanced 
driver’s license and/or trusted 
traveler program cards.
   Travelers should keep in
mind the International Peace
Garden does have a waiver for 
these regulations. For more 
information visit http://www.
ndtourism.com/international/
passport-information/

Passport rules
changed on

June 1

   The media asks, the legislators ask and the 
public wants to know: Do visitors really come to 
North Dakota to vacation? How many? Are we 
attracting more visitors or fewer with the
recession?
   Participation in the visitor statistic program
allows us to determine the visitation levels 
across the state and make comparisons from 
year-to-year. Our ultimate goal is to have fi ve-year 
averages so we can look at long-term trends. 
Each time an entity does not report their
numbers we have to recalculate back several 
years (removing their previous numbers) in order 

Partners encouraged to participate in stats program

North Dakota Tourism and 
Odney Advertising recently 
received NDNA awards for their 
work on an advertising 
campaign.

to make accurate comparisons.
   Many states have university research programs 
that collect these types of statistics; we do not, 
and we rely on our simple system of getting the 
numbers direct from the source – our partners.
   We would be happy to make the system easier 
for you, just let us know if you have ideas. We 
understand that it might be time consuming and 
that during the busy season, you may have to 
fi nd time to squeeze in the report. But please 
keep reporting those numbers. We all know that 
without accurate data we can not improve our 
marketing results.
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Each month, the Tourism
Division Newsletter will feature 
technology  tips or best-practices 
for utilizing new tools and Web 2.0. Please 
share your success stories, or your  questions 
and suggestions, via e-mail to hlemoine@nd.
gov.

Tech Talk

Maintaining your Web presence
   We all know the importance of good sales and hospital-
ity. A potential customer is turned off in seconds if they 
are treated rudely or given bad information. Online, fi rst 
impressions about your business are made in
seconds. What kind of visual appeal do you have?  How 
modern are you?
   Take this test. These are sites that are positioning them-
selves as North Dakota travel experts, and we’re not being 
shy comparing ourselves to them. Which gives you the best
impression of North Dakota?

http://www.northdakotabeautiful.com/ 
http://www.northdakota.com/ 
http://www.ndtourism.com/
http://www.thefamilytravelfi les.com/locations/northda-
kota 

   Did you notice a major city name was misspelled in the 
opening paragraph of the fi rst “source?” How about the 
yellow-pages look of the second? And I’m sad to report 
that the bottom listing was the #1 google return when I 
searched “family vacation north dakota.” (We’ll be fi xing 
that.)
   There are a great number of North Dakota
attraction, event and business Web sites with no pictures, 
old pictures, outdated events calendars … and worse.  If 
you have an event listed with 2008 dates – guess what, 
that potential visitor likely clicked away from your site and 
the customer was lost.
   We know it’s a time consuming and daunting task to 
maintain listings and information on multiple sites but the 
time spent will be well worth the time.
   What does YOUR Web site look like? And what sites are 
you connected to that get the most traffi c? With almost 
1,400 unique visits a day to NDtourism.com – we
encourage partners to update, upload and link.

In the News
(Go to the links below each item for a complete 
news release)

North Dakota Tourism in the news in May
  May 5: Dearest Mom. Once she was the 
cuddly provider who made sure your socks 
were washed and meals were on the table. 
Now you’re all grown up and fi nding out that Mom likes a lot of the same 
things you do. Turns out Mom’s pretty cool, so, in honor of Mother’s Day, 
treat her that way in May. And remember, you don’t have to be a mother 
to enjoy these activities. http://www.ndtourism.com/smartmail/news-re-
leases/detail.asp?newsID=301
   May 6: Despite a national downturn in the tourism industry, North
Dakota fared quite well in 2008. Bucking last year’s trends of national 
and regional declines in lodging, airline boardings and attraction 
attendance, North Dakota experienced growth in all three of these 
areas. http://www.ndtourism.com/smartmail/news-releases/detail.
asp?newsID=302
   May 11: During National Travel and Tourism Week, May 9-17, the 
theme, “Travel Matters,” highlights the benefi ts travel and tourism bring 
to communities and demonstrates the importance of travel. http://www.
ndtourism.com/smartmail/news-releases/detail.asp?newsID=303
   May 31: With the arrival of summer, travelers to North Dakota have 
to ask themselves a question - not “What can I do?” but “When can 
I stop?” There is no end to the activities that await guests in early 
June. http://www.ndtourism.com/smartmail/news-releases/detail.
asp?newsID=306

Now you’re all grown up and fi nding out that Mom likes a lot of the same 
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   Rand McNally, America’s 
largest and most trusted map 
maker, has brought nationwide 
attention to the North Dakota 
Heritage Center in Bismarck, 
Five Nations Arts in Mandan 
and the International Peace 
Garden near Dunseith as 
“must-see” destinations in 
the annual Best of the Road 
program.
   These attractions are
recognized in Rand McNally’s 
2010 Road Atlas.  Available 
starting in May, America’s No. 
1 road atlas satisfi es travelers’ 
thirst for adventure with fi ve
exciting Best of the Road trips 
and Editor’s Picks.

Rand McNally lists state attractions

New blog
   North Dakota Tourism has a new travel blog and 
partners are encouraged to comment and
contribute. Visit http://legendarynd.wordpress.
com to read the blog, and if you’d like to contribute 
send an e-mail to hlemoine@nd.gov. 


