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E-Book Apps 
 
On the iPad/iPhone/iPod Touch, there are a number of different apps for accessing and reading e-books. 
 

iBooks 
 

iBooks is Apple’s e-book app. Using iBooks, you can search Apple’s iBookstore and purchase e-books to read on your 
device right in the iBooks app.  
 
1. Search the App Store for “iBooks.” 
 
2. Tap the Install button to install this free app. A popup box will ask you for your Apple ID Password. You need an 

Apple ID to download apps and to purchase books from the iBookstore. For more information about Apple IDs, visit  
https://appleid.apple.com/cgi-bin/WebObjects/MyAppleId.woa/ 
 

3. The app will begin loading on your device. Once the download is complete, tap the iBooks icon to open the app. 
 

4. There are two areas of the iBooks app: the bookshelf, which shows you the e-books you’ve already downloaded, and 
the store, where you can search for and purchase new e-books. When you first open the app, you’ll see the 
bookshelf. If you want to search the Store, tap the Store button in the far upper left corner of the screen. 

 

 
 

5. Within the iBookstore, you can browse using the categories highlighted at the bottom of the screen, or you can 
search for a specific title or author using the search box in the upper right corner. When you find the title you 
want to purchase, tap on the button listing the e-book’s price, and then tap it again when the text changes to 

https://appleid.apple.com/cgi-bin/WebObjects/MyAppleId.woa/
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“Get Book.” You will be asked again for your Apple ID Password. Enter the password for the e-book to begin 
downloading to your Bookshelf. There are also many free e-books available in the iBookstore. Search by title, 
select the Free category from the Browse menu at the bottom of the screen, or enter the word Free in the 
search box to bring up a listing of free e-books. 

 

 
 
 

6. To read your e-book, tap on the icon for the book you want to open from your bookshelf. You can choose to 
read in single page view, or two pages side by side in landscape view.  
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7. For more information, and to learn about the various features and customization options of the iBooks app, visit 
Apple’s iOS App Support: http://www.apple.com/support/ios/ibooks/  

 
 
 

Kindle App 
 

You can also read e-books on the iPad, iPhone and iPod Touch using the Kindle app. 
 

1. Search the App store and install the Kindle App for iPad. 
 

2. The first time you open the Kindle app, it will ask you to register the app to an Amazon account. Enter your 
Amazon account email and password to register the app. Once the app is registered to you account, the Cloud 
section of the app will populate with the e-books in your Amazon Kindle library. To download an e-book from 
the cloud onto your device, make sure your device is connected to Wi-Fi, and tap on the book icon. The book will 
then appear in the Device section of the app as well as the cloud, and you’ll be able to read that title whether 
you’re online or offline.  

 

http://www.apple.com/support/ios/ibooks/
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3. Unlike the iBooks app, where you can access and purchase content from the Apple iBookstore, you cannot 
purchase e-books directly from Amazon from within the Kindle app. To purchase Kindle books to be read via the 
Kindle app on your Apple device, visit http://www.amazon.com using the Safari web browser. For assistance 
with purchasing and downloading Kindle e-books from Amazon, see our Getting Started with Kindle E-Books 
guide.  

 
4. For further assistance with the Kindle App, see Amazon’s help guide Kindle for iPad, iPhone,  & iPod Touch. 

 
 

 

Nook App 
 

You can also read e-books on the iPad, iPhone, and iPod Touch using the Nook app. 
 

1. Search the App store and install the Nook App for iPad. 
 

2. The first time you open the Nook app, it will ask you to register the app to a Barnes & Noble account. Enter your 
Barnes & Noble account email and password to register the app. Once the app is registered to you account, the 
Nook library will populate with all of the e-books you’ve purchased using that Barnes & Noble account. If you 
have not purchased any Nook e-books with your Barnes & Noble account, the Nook library in the app will be 
empty. 

 

http://www.amazon.com/
http://www.amazon.com/gp/help/customer/display.html?nodeId=200298460
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3. Unlike the iBooks app, where you can access and purchase content from the Apple iBookstore, you cannot 
purchase e-books directly from Barnes & Noble within the Nook app. To purchase Nook e-books to be read via 
the Nook app on your Apple device, visit http://www.barnesandnoble.com using the Safari web browser. For 
assistance with purchasing and downloading Nook e-books from Barnes & Noble, see our Getting Started with 
Nook E-Books guide.  

 
4. For further assistance with the Nook app for iPad, iPhone and iPod Touch, visit Barnes & Noble’s Nook Reading 

Apps: Frequently Asked Questions.   

Library E-Books on iPad 
 

The North Dakota State Library does not provide e-books for library loan. If your local library is a member of ND Library 2 
Go, (see the list of participating libraries) and you are interested in how to access, download, and read e-books from 
your local library using the OverDrive Media Console App for iPad, visit the Bismarck Public Library’s Database Tutorials 
page and check out the step-by-step guide eBooks/eAudiobooks & Mobile Devices/iDevices/Tablets under the 
OverDrive (eBooks & More) section.  
 
For additional assistance, visit the ND Library 2 Go Help section.  

General Help & Support 
 

Apple iPad Support: http://www.apple.com/support/ipad/  
Apple iPhone Support: http://www.apple.com/support/iphone/  
Apple iPod Touch Support: http://www.apple.com/support/ipodtouch/  
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