The 2005 Fact Book is the 11th
annual publication produced by
North Dakota KIDS COUNT. Data
in this online publication include
issues affecting children from birth
through adolescence and are used by
a variety of audiences in planning,
needs assessments, and grant writing
activities on behalf of North Dakota
children.

The Fact Book provides state,
regional, and county profiles based
on seven categories of data
representing multiple indicators of
child health and well-being:
Population, Family Composition,
Economic Condition, Child Care,
Health, Education, and Children at
Risk.

2005 North Dakota
KIDS COUNT Fact Book

State, Regional, and County Profiles of Child Well-Being in North Dakota

)

In addition to accessing the full online
publication at[www.ndkidscount.org}
interactive access to the data in the
form of historical trends, profiles,
graphs, rankings, and maps is
available on the CLIKS website at
[www.aecf.org/kidscount/cliks|
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North Dakota KIDS COUNT
“It’s about kids”

Data, Discussion, and Decision Making -
by providing policy makers and citizens
with benchmarks of child well-being,
North Dakota KIDS COUNT (NDKC)
seeks to enrich local, state, and national
discussions concerning ways to secure
better futures for children. Since 1994,
NDKC has been part of a 50-state network
funded by the Annie E. Casey Foundation
in order to collect information about the
status of children in communities across
the United States. NDKC serves as North
Dakota’s “go-to” place for information
about the health and well-being of our
children and their families. NDKC offers
several publications (available on our
website at|www.ndkidscount.org), and we invite you to share these
publications with others. Our recently released 2005 publications package
includes:

2005 OVERVIEW
of Children's Well-Being
in North Dakota:
Strengths and Challenges

Data, Discussion,
Decision Making

1) The Overview

The 2005 Overview of Children’s Well-Being in North Dakota: Strengths
and Challenges is a new publication that provides an overview of trends
in population, family composition, economic condition, child care, health,
education, and at-risk behaviors of North Dakota children, including select
county-level indicators.

2) The Fact Book

The Fact Book is now in its 11th year. Beginning in 2005, we are providing
the publication only online. The Fact Book contains two-page profiles of
75 children’s well-being indicators for the state, the eight planning regions,
and all 53 counties, along with useful geographic data.

3) The Data Guide
Also new in 2005, the Data Guide helps you locate information on

children’s well-being that has been assembled by the national KIDS
COUNT program as well as NDKC.

In addition, our Inform fact sheets summarize important trends and
continue to be published bimonthly. Recent issues include the topics of:
child abuse and neglect, grandparents raising grandchildren, moving youth
from risk to opportunity, the benefits of quality child-care, and child obesity.
Our next /nform will focus on mental health issues.

NDKC also publishes Research Briefs based on special topics. These
reports provide a more detailed analysis of issues than do our /nform fact
sheets. The series was initiated in 2004 with a report on the “Economic
Impact of Child Care in North Dakota.”

Contributions to this issue by:
Ramona Danielson

North Dakota KIDS COUNT Inform is a publication of the North Dakota KIDS COUNT Program at North Dakota State
University, an Equal Opportunity Institution, P.O. Box 5636, Fargo, ND 58105; (701) 231-5931 ;Indkidscount@yahoo.coml
URL: Richard Rathge, Executive Director; Helen Danielson, Coordinator; Ramona Danielson, Editor.
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National Data Book

kids count

DATA BOOK

Each year, the Annie. E. Casey

Foundation publishes a national KI/DS

COUNT Data Book reflecting rankings

for 10 measures of child health and

well-being. In 2005, North Dakota

ranked 5th overall, ranking Ist in the

lowest teenage high school dropout rate.

Though North Dakota compares well

nationally, areas of concern still exist.

North Dakota data in the 2005 Data

Book (available online at Iv_vww.aecf.oré/|

kidscount/databook]) include:

» Percent low-birthweight babies:
6.3% in 2002

e Infant mortality rate: 6.3 per 1,000
live births in 2002

e Child death rate: 20 per 100,000
children ages 1 to 14 in 2002

* Teen death rate: 69 per 100,000
teens ages 15 to 19 in 2002

e Teen birth rate: 27 per 1,000 females
ages 15 to 19 in 2002

* Percent of teens ages 16 to 19 who
are high school dropouts: 4% in
2003

* Percent of teens ages 16 to 19 not
attending school and not working:
6% in 2003

e Percent of children living in families
where no parent has full-time, year-
round employment: 25% in 2003

» Percent of children in poverty: 14%
in 2003

* Percent of children in single-parent
households: 23% in 2003

Additional indicators in the Data Book
cover demographic factors, child health,
education, economic conditions of’
families, and children living in
vulnerable households.

NDKC was at the forefront of an initiative

funded by the Annie E. Casey Foundation S  Family
aimed at identifying ways in which the : Eenin ity
. . . & | Security
economic, social, and demographic 7 .
characteristics of rural children and [ [ 0 & ful

Americans{/

families differ from their urban
counterparts. An initial rural Great Plains
pilot study that NDKC conducted with
South Dakota KIDS COUNT and Voices
for Children in Nebraska was expanded to
a total of 13 states in five clusters across
the country. The researchers have found
many similar experiences and challenges
for rural children and families nationwide. Made available in January
2005, the final report, Family Economic Security for Rural Americans, is
available on the NDKC website.

In December 2005, NDKC also published the first set of four Fact Sheets
for North Dakota Head Start using data obtained from Head Start Program
Information Reports from 1999 through 2004. The Fact Sheets, which
will be updated annually, provide profiles of North Dakota Head Start and
Early Head Start enrollment, families with children enrolled, staff and
volunteers, and services provided to children enrolled. The Fact Sheets
are available on the NDKC website.
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This publication is available online atjwww.ndkidscount.org
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