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Property Tax
Exemption for Qualifying Veterans & Disabled

Persons Confi ned to Use of a Wheelchair
North Dakota Century Code §§ 57-02-08(20) and 57-55-10(1)

Property Exempted
 1. The exemption is applied to the taxable valua tion of fi xtures, buildings, and improvements, including mobile 

homes, up to the eligible amount.

 2. The land is taxable.

 3. A person may also qualify for homestead credit.

Additional Requirements
 4. The applicant must be disabled on the assessment date.

 5. Property must be owned and occupied as a home stead (as defi ned in N.D.C.C. § 47-18-01) by a qualifying 
veteran or unremarried surviv ing spouse, or a qualifying disabled person or unremar ried surviving spouse.

 6. The applicant must fi le an affi davit showing the facts and description of the homestead with the county auditor 
when applying for the exemption.

 7. If property ownership changes after the assess ment date, N.D.C.C. § 57-02-41 provides for proration of the 
assessment.

 8. If a qualifying applicant or unremarried surviving spouse moves to a different homestead, the exemption is 
portable and may be applied to the person’s new homestead.

Paraplegic Disabled Veterans of the United States Armed 
Forces or Veterans who have been Awarded Specially Adapted 
Housing by the Veter ans Administration
 9. The maximum benefi t may not exceed $5,400 taxable value, because the exemption is limited to the fi rst 

$120,000 of true and full value of fi xtures, buildings, and improvements.

 10. Income and assets are not considered in determining eligi bil ity for the exemption.

 11. The paraplegic disability does not have to be service connected.

 12. The exemption is available to the unremar ried surviving spouse of the veteran.
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Disabled Veterans of the United States Armed Forces
 13. Veterans must have honorable discharge or be retired from armed forces.

* 14. A veteran with service-connected dis ability of 50% or greater is eligible for an exemption equal to the 
percentage of the veteran’s certifi ed rated service-connected disability.

* 15. The percentage of certifi ed rated service-connected disability is applied to the fi rst $120,000 of true and 
full value of fi xtures, buildings and improvements.

 16. The exemption is available to the unremarried surviving spouse of the veteran.

* 17. There is no income requirement for the veteran or unremarried surviving spouse.

 18. The value of the applicant’s  assets is not considered.

 19. The maximum benefi t may not exceed $5,400 taxable value, because the exemption is limited to the fi rst 
$120,000 of true and full value of fi xtures, buildings, and improvements.

 20. The veteran must fi le with the county audi tor a certifi cate from the United States Veterans 
Administration indicating the amount of disabili ty.

* 21. After the initial fi ling of a claim for exemption, the exemption is automatically renewed each following 
year, but the veteran or veteran’s unremarried surviving spouse must refi le if that person sells the 
property or no longer claims it as a primary place of residence or if the veteran dies or receives a change 
in the percentage of the certifi ed rated service-connected disability.

Permanently and Totally Disabled Persons Permanently 
Confi ned to Use of a Wheelchair
 22. “Permanently confi ned to use of a wheel chair” means “that the person cannot walk with the assistance 

of crutches or any other device and will never be able to do so and that a physician . . . has so certifi ed.”  
[See N.D.C.C. § 57-02-08(20 c).]

 23. The same reduction in assessed valuation applies whether the homestead is owned by the spouse or 
jointly owned by the disabled person and spouse, provid ed both reside on the home stead.

 24. The exemption is available to the disabled person’s unremarried surviving spouse.

 25. Income and assets are not considered in determining eligibil ity for the exemption.

 26. The maximum benefi t may not exceed $3,600 taxable value, because a homestead is limited to $80,000 
market value. (See N.D.C.C. § 47-18-01.)

 27. The exemption does not reduce liability for special assessments.

Cancellation Of Unpaid Taxes
The county commissioners have the authority to cancel the portion of the tax exempted by this subsec tion for 
any year that a veteran is eligible for the exemption.
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County May Disallow Exemption
These exemptions do not apply within a county in which a resolution approved by the board of county commissioners 
is in effect disallowing the exemptions for the taxable year.

* Indicates signfi cant change since last revised.
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