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INTRODUCTION 
 
The Public Hearing for project BRU-1-094(099)915 & SU-1-094(100)915 was held on February 
26, 2007 in the Ed (Bosh) Froehlich Meeting Room of the Mandan City Hall between the hours 
of 5:00 p.m. and 7:00 p.m. 
 
The meeting was advertised in the February 9th editions of the local newspapers “The Mandan 
News” and “The Bismarck Tribune”.  The Public Hearing notification was posted in the 
newspapers the same day.  Informational flyers were sent out on February 22nd to 
approximately 125 residents who live in the area of the project.   
 
EXPLANATION OF HEARING PROCESS 
 
PURPOSE
 
Public hearings, in regard to state highway projects, are held to inform the public of proposed 
highway improvements and to make known to the North Dakota Department of Transportation 
(NDDOT) the views of interested parties, prior to completion of final plans.  
 
Such hearings, or acceptable substitute procedures, are required by federal law involving the 
expenditure of federal funds for highway improvements.  In addition, they are in accordance with 
the policy of the NDDOT to ensure that proper consideration is given to all social, economic and 
environmental factors before final decisions are reached.   
 
PROPOSED HIGHWAY IMPROVEMENTS 
 
The proposed highway improvements have resulted only after careful study, review and 
consideration of all known pertinent factors.  Engineering and economic factors, traffic behavior 
and desires, and also safety have, out of necessity, played an important part in the development 
of these proposals.  However, the present and future environmental, economic and social needs 
of the individual, the community and state have also been considered.  Study reports covering 
all alternatives considered are available for examination or reproduction.  
 
HEARING PROCEDURE
 
The hearing was conducted as a combination open house and presentation style meeting; there 
was a short presentation during the open house meeting.  There were various maps, exhibits 
and other displays placed in the hearing room for the participant’s examination.  These displays 
were placed to help the participants understand the project’s plans and proposals.  
 
Along with the exhibits, the participants were encouraged to make comments, ask questions 
and express their opinions.  It is imperative that the participants express and comment on their 
opinions, as the proposed construction will have some considerable impacts to the community, 
businesses and surrounding areas.  Comments identifying the effects upon individuals were 
also promoted.   
 
NDDOT, the City of Mandan and Interstate Engineering, Inc. staff was on hand to answer and 
address any questions or concerns throughout the hearing.  
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EXPLANATION OF PUBLIC HEARING PROCESS
 
Oral comments were received and are identified later in this report.  The information available to 
the public at the meeting is attached as Index 5 and consisted of the following: 
 

1. Presentation 
 
2. Power Point Presentation 

 
3. Display Boards 

 
 Public Involvement 
 Typical Roadway Sections 
 Typical Bridge Sections 
 Shared-Use-Path (North Side) 
 Shared-Use-Path (South Side) 
 Shared-Use-Path (Combination) 
 Bridge Alternative 5A 
 Bridge Alternative 5B 
 Existing R-O-W (2 boards) 

 
A comment sheet was included in the public hearing handout for written comments.  A copy of 
the project concept report was placed at the main table for review.  
 
Transcripts are furnished by the NDDOT and the Federal Highway Administration (FHWA) and 
are made available to any interested parties.  These records are used in reviewing the points 
brought forth at the hearing and could potentially be used for final plans decision making.  
 
POST HEARING
 
Following the hearing, state, city and federal highway officials will review the proposals under 
consideration on the basis of what has been expressed at the hearing.  When all factors have 
been satisfactorily accommodated, the NDDOT will make the final design decision and request 
approval from the division administration of the FHWA of project location and design features 
before proceeding with the final plans preparation.  
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SUMMATION OF COMMENTS RECEIVED 
 
There were no written comments received at or after the Public Hearing.   There was 
one hand written letter received prior to the Public Hearing in response to the mailing 
(see attachment at end of this section).  The comments related to concerns about 
the hill on the north side of the project sliding and how much of their property will be 
taken by the project.  
 
Several attendees voiced their opinions on the items that have not yet been 
determined and other issues.  Following are the descriptions of the decision items 
with the consensus of the respondents. 
 
Bridge Alternative- 
 

– No Comments 
 
Shared-Use-Path
 

– South side alignment 
– No crossing of Main Street 

 
SW Turn Radius @ Highway 6 & Main Street
 

– Yes, reconstruct     
 
Lighting of Bridge 
 

– Yes 
 

Canopy over shared-use-path 
 

– Yes 
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1

Interstate Engineering, Inc.

M0606030

Offices in:
North Dakota

Montana
Minnesota

South Dakota

Heart River Bridge and West Main
Projects BRU-1-094(099) & SU-1-094(100)915

2

Interstate Engineering, Inc.

M0606030

Offices in:
North Dakota

Montana
Minnesota

South Dakota

BRU-1-094(099)915 
Heart River Bridge

Heart River Bridge
Built 1946/ Rehab 1958

Length – 324’

Width – 38’ Total / 32 ‘ Clear

Steel Girder / Concrete Deck

Eligible Historic Bridge

3

Interstate Engineering, Inc.

M0606030

Offices in:
North Dakota

Montana
Minnesota

South Dakota

BRU-1-094(099)915 
Heart River Bridge

1958 Rehabilitaion
Heart River Flood Control Project

Raised Structure Approx. 5.5’

20’ Approach Spans

4

Interstate Engineering, Inc.

M0606030

Offices in:
North Dakota

Montana
Minnesota

South Dakota

BRU-1-094(099)915
Heart River Bridge

October 2005

Hole forms through Deck

One Lane Traffic

Emergency Project

Efflorescence

Cracking

Stains

60% Deck Area

5

Interstate Engineering, Inc.

M0606030

Offices in:
North Dakota

Montana
Minnesota

South Dakota

SU-1-094(100)915 
Mandan Main Street

West Main Street
Width – 27’

Asphalt Surface

No Curb & Gutter

Utilities
- Water
- Sewer
- Telephone
- Gas
- OH Power
- Street Lights

6

Interstate Engineering, Inc.

M0606030

Offices in:
North Dakota

Montana
Minnesota

South Dakota

SU-1-094(100)915 
Mandan Main Street

End of Project
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Interstate Engineering, Inc.

M0606030

Offices in:
North Dakota

Montana
Minnesota

South Dakota

Heart River Bridge 
& West Main Street

Public Involvement

News Letters

Background Meetings

Public Input Meeting

Public Hearing

8

Interstate Engineering, Inc.

M0606030

Offices in:
North Dakota

Montana
Minnesota

South Dakota

Heart River Bridge 
& West Main Street

Proposed Improvements

Rehabilitate or Replacement of Existing Bridge

-Provide new wider driving surface

-Provide a shared use path

Reconstruct West Main Street

-Provide a new wider driving surface

-Provide a curb and gutter section

-Provide a shared use path

9

Interstate Engineering, Inc.

M0606030

Offices in:
North Dakota

Montana
Minnesota

South Dakota

Heart River Bridge 
& West Main Street

Bridge Typical Sections

10

Interstate Engineering, Inc.

M0606030

Offices in:
North Dakota

Montana
Minnesota

South Dakota

Heart River Bridge 
& West Main Street

Roadway Typical Sections

11

Interstate Engineering, Inc.

M0606030

Offices in:
North Dakota

Montana
Minnesota

South Dakota

Heart River Bridge 
& West Main Street

Traffic Operations

Traffic Operations Study

-Existing lane assignments are adequate for current and future traffic

-Pedestrian activated signals 

-Replacement of the Wood Pole Lighting System

12

Interstate Engineering, Inc.

M0606030

Offices in:
North Dakota

Montana
Minnesota

South Dakota

Heart River Bridge 
& West Main Street

Traffic Control
Close Bridge and Street

-Detour west to I-94/Mandan Ave. under Construction

-Present Alignment

One Lane Open

-Minor Alignment Shift (North or South)

-Staged Construction

Two Lanes Open

-Alignment Shift (North or South)

- Staged Construction
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Interstate Engineering, Inc.

M0606030

Offices in:
North Dakota

Montana
Minnesota

South Dakota

Heart River Bridge 
& West Main Street

Shared-Use Path

Location

-North Side

-South Side

Termination Points

-Access to YCC

-Hwy 6

14

Interstate Engineering, Inc.

M0606030

Offices in:
North Dakota

Montana
Minnesota

South Dakota

Heart River Bridge 
& West Main Street

Aerial View

15

Interstate Engineering, Inc.

M0606030

Offices in:
North Dakota

Montana
Minnesota

South Dakota

BRU-1-094(099)915 
Heart River Bridge

Existing Utilities

4” Gas Line

Telephone Cable

Stream Gage

Storm Sewer 16

Interstate Engineering, Inc.

M0606030

Offices in:
North Dakota

Montana
Minnesota

South Dakota

SU-1-094(100)915 
Mandan Main Street

Existing Utilities
-Waterline Crossing

-Sanitary Sewer Crossing

-Telephone

- Gas Line Crossing

-OH Power Adjacent 

- Street Lights

17

Interstate Engineering, Inc.

M0606030

Offices in:
North Dakota

Montana
Minnesota

South Dakota

Heart River Bridge 
& West Main Street

Proposed Utility Improvements

New Sanitary Sewer

Waterline Improvements

New Street Lights

Provisions on New Bridge

18

Interstate Engineering, Inc.

M0606030

Offices in:
North Dakota

Montana
Minnesota

South Dakota

Heart River Bridge 
& West Main Street

Schedule
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 Public Hearing Public Hearing  
Heart River Bridge & 
West Main from Heart River Bridge to Jct. ND 6 
NDDOT Project Number BRU-1-094(099)915 & SU-1-094(100)915 

Open House: Monday, February 26, 2007 – 5:00 p.m. - 7:00 p.m. (CDT) 
Ed (Bosh) Froehlich Meeting Room, Mandan City Hall—205  2nd Avenue NW 

6:00 p.m.—Presentation 

Welcome…………….. 
Welcome and thank you for attending. Your 
input is appreciated.  There are several 
exhibits on display.  You are invited to make 
comments, ask questions and express your 
views.  Representatives from the North 
Dakota Department of Transportation, the 
City of Mandan and Interstate Engineering 
are available to answer questions.  

Purpose of Hearing….. 
To discuss the proposed improvements and 
their social, economic and environmental 
impacts. This hearing is an open discussion 
of the pros and cons of the project and 
various alternatives. 

Proposed Project…….. 
The proposed project will construct a new 
bridge at the existing location.  This will 
require the demolition of the existing bridge.  
The new bridge would have two 12 foot 
driving lanes with two 8 foot shoulders for a 
clear width of 40 feet.  Provisions for a 
shared use path will also be included in the 
overall width of the bridge deck. 
 
The roadway section to the west of the 
Heart River Bridge would be a rural section 
road with asphalt pavement. The rural 
section will be 40 feet wide at the bridge and 
will provide two 12 foot lanes and two 8 foot 
shoulders.  A transition will need to be made 
at the west project limits to tie into the 
existing roadway. The pavement thickness  

 

will be 18 inches of aggregate base and 5.5  
inches of Hot Bituminous Pavement. 
 
The roadway section to the east of the 
bridge will utilize doweled Portland Cement 
Concrete Pavement, 8.5 inches thick 
resting on 8 inches of  aggregate base.  
Concrete curb and gutter would be placed 
on each side of the roadway.  The roadway 
would be 40 feet wide, face of curb to face 
of curb.  It is very likely that a new lighting 
system will be placed from the east side of 
the bridge to the Junction with ND Highway 
6. 
 
The City of Mandan anticipates replacing an 
existing sanitary sewer line crossing and a 
water line crossing.  They are also 
considering installing a waterline parallel to 
the roadway in order to loop their existing 
system. 
 
Some additional right-of-way may be required 
depending on the alternative selected.   
 
Traffic will need to be maintained through the 
project area during construction. 
 
 



Alternatives…..…….. 
 

1. This alternative would construct a new bridge in 
two (2) stages providing enough shift in the 
alignment to provide the room for two (2) lanes of 
traffic to be maintained during construction. 

       
      The advantages of this alternative are: 
 

• Two lanes of traffic maintained 
throughout construction. 

• New bridge provides a 75 year design 
life. 

• New bridge would likely have concrete 
girders so sandblasting and painting 
would not be needed in the future. 

• Estimated construction cost of a new 
bridge is equivalent to rehabilitation of 
the existing bridge. 

• New bridge would meet current design 
standards. 

• User delay cost of $45,000. 
 
         The disadvantages of this alternative are: 
 

• Would require a larger alignment shift 
then widening the old structure.  This 
larger shift may require additional right-
of-way. 

 
2. This alternative would construct a new bridge in 

stages that would have a smaller alignment offset 
which would be similar to widening the bridge.  
This would accommodate one lane of traffic 
during the first phase of construction and two (2) 
lanes of traffic during the second phase of 
construction. 

 
       The advantages of this alternative are: 
 

• New bridge design life of 75 years 
• New bridge would likely have concrete 

girders so sandblasting and painting 
would not be needed in the future.  

• Estimated construction cost of a new 
bridge is equivalent to rehabilitation of 
the existing bridge. 

• New bridge would meet current design 
standards 

• Would not require the acquisition of 
additional right-of-way. 

 
The disadvantages of this alternative are: 
 

• Only one lane of traffic can be 
maintained during the first phase of the 
project.  The estimated user cost delay 
would be nearly $700,000. 

 
 

Estimate of Probable 
Construction Cost…… 
 

-  Alternative No. 1: $ 2,785,610 
-  Alternative No. 2: $ 2,667,443 

 

Funding…….….…. 

Items Which Remain to 
be Determined..……... 

 

• To facilitate the movement of larger traffic, 
should the reconstruction of the SW radius of 
the intersection of Main Street and ND Highway 
6 be included in this project. 

 
 

• Which shared use path location should be 
constructed: 

           - North side of Main Street 
           - South side of Main Street 
           - Combination: Start on south side and  
             remain there across the bridge to the  
             intersection with 14th Street NW.  Cross to  
             the north at that point and continue to the  
             existing path system at the intersection with  
             ND Highway # 6 
 

 

Comment Period….…. 
Comments received on or before March 13, 2007 
will be incorporated into the project development 
process. 
 
Statements not submitted at the public hearing should 
be mailed, faxed, or e-mailed to: 
 
John Sauber, P.E. 
Interstate Engineering, Inc. 
P.O. Box 1254 
Mandan, ND 58554-1254 
Fax: (701) 663-6577 
Email: johns@iengi.com 

  Federal State City 

Bridge 80% 20% 0% 

West Main Street 80% 20% 0% 

Utilities 0% 0% 100% 



Comment Sheet 
Public Hearing held on February 26, 2007 
Heart River Bridge & West Main from Heart River Bridge to Jct. ND 6 
Projects: BRU-1-094(099)915 and SU-1-094(100)915 

 
Name (Please Print) ________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Address (Please Print) _____________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

                                             _____________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
I wish to offer the following comments: 

Statements not submitted at the public hearing should be sent to: 
           
          John Sauber, P.E. 
          Interstate Engineering, Inc. 
          P.O. Box 1254 
          Mandan, ND 58554-1254 
          Fax: (701) 663-6577 or Email: johns@iengi.com 
 

Comments received on or prior to March 13, 2007 will be incorporated into the project development process. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 Project Description:Project Description:  
  
The North Dakota Department of Transportation and the City of 
Mandan are proposing to remove the existing bridge and construct 
a new bridge over the Heart River on the west side of the City of 
Mandan and also to reconstruct the section of Mandan Main Street 
(Business Loop 94) from the east end of the Heart River Bridge, east 
approximately 1,400 feet to the intersection with ND Highway 6.     

Contact Information:Contact Information:  
  
  

Comments and concerns can be made by  Comments and concerns can be made by  
mail. mail.   
  

Send to: John Sauber, P.E.Send to: John Sauber, P.E.  
             Interstate Engineering, Inc.             Interstate Engineering, Inc.  
             P.O. Box 1254             P.O. Box 1254  
             Mandan, ND 58554             Mandan, ND 58554--12541254  
  

Or by email: johns@iengi.comOr by email: johns@iengi.com  

Future Activities:Future Activities:  
  

••  Public HearingPublic Hearing——February 26, 2007 from February 26, 2007 from 
5:005:00——7:00 p.m. in the Ed (Bosh) Froehlich 7:00 p.m. in the Ed (Bosh) Froehlich 
Meeting Room at Mandan City Hall.  This is Meeting Room at Mandan City Hall.  This is 
an open house format to allow, those inter-an open house format to allow, those inter-
ested, freedom to come at any time.  A brief ested, freedom to come at any time.  A brief 
presentation will be given at 6:00 p.m.presentation will be given at 6:00 p.m.  

  

••  Begin Design PhaseBegin Design Phase——Spring 2007Spring 2007  
  

••  ConstructionConstruction——2008 2008   

Recent Developments:Recent Developments:  
  
  

••  September 7, 2006September 7, 2006——Public Input Meeting heldPublic Input Meeting held  
••  January 2007January 2007——Concept Report SubmittedConcept Report Submitted  
••  February 2, 2007February 2, 2007——Concept Approved by NDDOTConcept Approved by NDDOT  
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Project History:Project History:  
 

The bridge over the Heart River on the west end of Main Street is a five span steel girder bridge with an 
overall length of 324 feet.  The structure has a clear roadway width of 32.3 feet and carries two lanes of 
traffic, but does not accommodate pedestrians. 
 

The original bridge was constructed in 1946 as part of the flood protection project that included the con-
struction of dikes along the Heart River.   In 1958 the structure was raised approximately 5.5 feet and 20 
foot spans were added to each end. 
 

The structure was scheduled for a major rehabilitation that included widening in 1996; however, budgetary 
constraints resulted in the revision of the project scope that removed the majority of the structural work from 
the project. 
 

In October of 2005, a hole developed in the existing concrete of the bridge.  Traffic was reduced to one 
lane while repairs were made to the deck. 
 

The current project will remove the existing bridge.  Two alternatives are being considered for the bridge 
replacement.  The first alternative would construct a new bridge in two (2) stages providing enough shift in 
the alignment to provide the room for two (2) lanes of traffic to be maintained during construction.  The sec-
ond alternative would construct a new bridge in stages that would have a smaller alignment offset similar to 
that required by the widening alternative.  This would accommodate one lane of traffic during the first phase 
of construction and two (2) lanes during the second phase of construction. 
 

The west end of Main Street from the Heart River Bridge to the intersection of ND Highway 6 is a two lane 
asphalt roadway without curb and gutter.  Currently, there are no provisions for pedestrians. 
 

This section of Main Street was last reconstructed in 1948.  Like the Heart River Bridge, this portion of the 
roadway was scheduled for reconstruction in 1996 and was removed from the project due to budgetary 
constraints. 
 

The current project will      
involve the reconstruction of 
the roadway using concrete 
and will include curb and 
gutter.  Consideration is    
being given to the construc-
tion of a shared use path      
adjacent to the new roadway. 
 SU-1-094(100)915 

BRU-1-094(099)915 

MANDAN 

Heart River Bridge, BRU-1-094(099)915 
& West Main Street, SU-1-094(100)915 
West Side of Mandan, ND 



 
 

Mandan West Main & Heart River Bridge 

 
 

CCOONNDDUUCCTTEEDD  BBYY  
North Dakota Department of Transportation 

and Interstate Engineering, Inc.  
 

WWHHYY??  
To discuss the proposed improvements  

to West Main from the Heart River Bridge to ND 6  
and the Heart River Bridge in Mandan 

 

WWHHEENN??  
Monday, February 26, 2007 
Open House 5:00 - 7:00 p.m. 

Presentation at 6:00 p.m. 
 

WWHHEERREE??  
Ed (Bosh) Froehlich Meeting Room 

Mandan City Hall 
205 – 2nd Avenue NW 

 
This hearing is designed to allow for public input, which 
is required for compliance with the National 
Environmental Policy Act of 1970 and National Historic 
Preservation Act of 1966. 
 
Representatives from the NDDOT, Interstate 
Engineering, Inc. and the City of Mandan will be on 
hand to receive your comments, answer your questions 
and discuss your concerns. 
 
WRITTEN STATEMENTS or comments about this 
project must be mailed by March 13, 2007 to John 
Sauber, P.E., Interstate Engineering, Inc., P.O. Box 
1254, Mandan, ND 58554-1254 or email to 
johns@iengi.com. 
  
DISABILITIES: People with disabilities who plan to 
attend the meeting and need special arrangements 
should contact Tom Little, City Engineer at (701) 667-
3225. 
 
PUBLIC INSPECTION: The project concept report, 
maps, sketches and other pertinent information are 
available for public inspection at Interstate Engineering, 
Inc., 2610 Old Red Trail, Suite B, Mandan, ND 58554. 

mailto:johns@iengi.com


  
For Immediate Release 
Contact: Donna Zimmerman 
Ph: 701-252-0234 
Fax: 701-252-0203 
Email: donnaz@iengi.com

PPRREESSSS  
RREELLEEAASSEE    

  
 

PUBLIC HEARING SCHEDULED IN MANDAN TO DISCUSS 
HEART RIVER BRIDGE & WEST MAIN STREET IMPROVEMENTS 

 
 

A public hearing has been scheduled for Monday, February 26, 2007, to discuss 
proposed improvements to the Heart River Bridge and west Main Street in Mandan.  The 
meeting will take place from 5:00 to 7:00 p.m. (CDT) in the Ed (Bosh) Froehlich Meeting 
Room at Mandan City Hall, 205 – 2nd Avenue NW.  There will be a short presentation 
beginning at 6:00 p.m.  
 
The project proposes to rehabilitate the existing bridge or construct a new bridge over the 
Heart River and to reconstruct the section of Main Street from the east end of the Heart 
River Bridge to the intersection of ND Highway 6.  Exhibits and information regarding 
these proposed improvements will be available at this open house style meeting.  The 
public is invited to make comments, ask questions, and express their views at any time 
during the open house.  Representatives from the North Dakota Department of 
Transportation (NDDOT), Interstate Engineering and The City of Mandan will be available 
to answer questions. 
 
Individuals with disabilities who need special arrangements should contact Tom Little, City 
Engineer before the meeting by calling 701-667-3225.  Anyone unable to attend the 
meeting may submit written statements or comments to John Sauber, P.E., Interstate 
Engineering, Inc., P.O. Box 1254, Mandan, ND 58554-1254 or email: 
johns@iengi.com.  Please note “Public Hearing” in email subject heading. 
 
 

# # # #  

Professionals you need, people you trust 

P.O. Box 2035 • 1903 – 12th Avenue SW • Jamestown, ND 58402-2035 • P: 701-252-0234 • F: 701-252-0203 • www.iengi.com 
 
 

Offices in: North Dakota • Montana • Minnesota • South Dakota 

 

mailto:johns@iengi.com
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