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Visits from 2026 Great Reads 
Youth Author Paulette Bullinger 

Submitted by Tammy Kruger 

Applications for youth author visits from 2026’s Great Reads from Great 
Places have reopened! Do you want an author visit that celebrates 

America 250? 

Apply to have Paulette Bullinger visit your library or school! She co-wrote 

the book “July 4, 2026: The Tenacious 10 Celebrate the 56 Signers of the 

Declaration of Independence." 

Apply Before October 16 

North Dakota Book and Arts Festival 
Returns to Jamestown 

Submitted by Jennifer Long 

Mark your calendars! The North Dakota Book and Arts 

Festival returns to Jamestown on Saturday, September 
26 (10:00 AM - 5:00 PM), at the Harold Newman 

Arena (1104 N. University Dr.). Organized by the James 
River Valley Library System and hosted by the University 

of Jamestown, this free event brings together more than 

80 authors and artists from across our state. 

Featured voices include two Turtle Mountain Band of 
Chippewa authors whose work illuminates North Dakota's 
Native history: 

Dr. Ramona Klein, a Fort Totten Indian Boarding School 
survivor turned lifelong educator, who has testified before 
Congress in support of boarding school truth and healing 

legislation and now serves as first vice president of the National Native American Boarding 
School Healing Coalition. 

Dr. Denise Lajimodiere is North Dakota’s first Native American Poet Laureate (2023– 

2028). She is widely acclaimed for her book Stringing Rosaries, which documents the 
powerful stories and narratives of boarding school survivors. A prolific writer, her poetry 

collections include Dragonfly Dance, Thunderbird, Bitter Tears, and His Feathers Were 
Chains, and she is also the author of the children's book Josie Dances. 

Music lovers won’t want to miss, Chuck Suchy, North Dakota's first State Troubadour from 
Mandan, North Dakota. Known for his prairie ballads, Suchy captures the spirit of the 

prairies and rural life through folk music that chronicles North Dakota's unique history. 

Come celebrate North Dakota's rich literary and artistic traditions! 

More Information 

https://forms.cloud.microsoft/g/ccmd1qswrW?origin=lprLink
https://www.facebook.com/p/North-Dakota-Book-and-Arts-Festival-61578330911403/


BRAILLED IT Movie & Discussion 
October 7-13, 2026 

Submitted by Jennifer Long 

Ready, Set, Read! 

Maryland State Library for the Blind and Print Disabled (LBPD), the Friends of Maryland 
LBPD, National Library Service for the Blind and Print Disabled (NLS), and Artifact Studios 

are hosting a free nationwide showing of BRAILLED IT, a film about blind and low-vision 
students competing in the Braille Challenge. 

In BRAILLED IT, students get the chance to 

share their stories as the camera is placed 
directly in their hands while they document 
the Braille Challenge competition themselves. 
This is a yearly competition that gathers 

under 18-year-old readers and writers from 

across the English-speaking world as they head to Los Angeles to compete in the Braille 
Challenge. 

Registration is required for both the movie and the Zoom panel discussion, which 
takes place on October 13 at 6 p.m. CST and features the film's director, a featured student, 
and a Braille Institute representative. Participants should watch the film online anytime 

between October 7 and October 13 before attending the discussion. 

Below is the link to register to watch the film through October 7-13th and a link to 

register for the discussion: 

Watch 

Discuss 

Additional Materials for the film:  

BRF of Movie Transcript for use with braille displays (This will download the 

transcript automatically once clicked.) 

Large Print PDF for use on the computer 

From the Maryland State Library for the Blind are adult and youth books on the subject of 
Louis Braille and the braille system hosted by the collection of the National Library Service 

for the Blind and Print Disabled. These can be requested from your local library network. 

Adult Reading List: History of Braille 

Youth Reading List: History of Braille 

2026 Fantasy/Romantasy 

Adult fans of Alexandra Bracken’s YA novels should be thrilled that she’s 

taking the plunge into the romantasy genre with Immortal Rose. Set in 
a Regency-inspired fantasy kingdom, Immortal Rose follows Viola, the 

only surviving member of the House of Rosebourne even if she is 
illegitimate, as she’s pulled into the path of the realm’s persistent 
spymaster Hugh. Viola wants no part of his murder investigation but as 
she’s the only one capable of using her family’s special magic and the 

assassination attempts on her life seem to have no end, she’s forced to 

rely on Hugh even as he begins to question the kingdom he serves. 

Continue Reading 

https://www.brailleinstitute.org/braille-challenge/
https://marylandlibraries.libcal.com/calendar/ExternalCalendar/BrailledItMovie
https://marylandlibraries.libcal.com/calendar/ExternalCalendar/BrailledItDiscussion
https://msla.maryland.gov/Documents/Brailled%20It/Movie%20transcript.brf
https://msla.maryland.gov/Documents/Brailled%20It/Movie%20transcript%20-%20Large%20Print.pdf
https://msla.maryland.gov/Documents/Adult%20Reading%20List%20History%20of%20Braille.pdf
https://msla.maryland.gov/Documents/Youth%20Reading%20List%20History%20of%20Braille.pdf
https://ndstatelibrary.wordpress.com/2026/09/24/2026-fantasy-romantasy/


Beanstack’s October 2026 Challenge 

Submitted by Tammy Kruger 

The Beanstack Challenge for October is Hallow-Read! 

Spooky season is upon us! Halloween is a time 

brimming with excitement, magic, and mischief! 
Get ready to satisfy your sweet tooth, indulge in 
some festive fun, and curl up with a hair-raising 

tale. Log your reading and earn our hauntingly 
cool badges. This challenge runs October 1-31 and is open to all ages. 

Beanstack 

Craft & Hobby 

Get Fall-Ready with decor and projects from the Craft & Hobby online 

resource! Explore in-depth online instructional videos and classes that span 
22 different creative categories, including cooking, photography, yoga, 
woodworking, embroidery, and more. 

Get the word out to your patrons with bookmarks from the State Library. 
Request them online and they will be sent to you as soon as possible. 
We'll also have them (and materials for other resources) in packs of 25 at our 
booth at the ND Library Association Conference October 7-9. Stop by and 

chat with us about the services we provide! 

Craft & Hobby 

The Bald Eagle 

America 250: Steps to Building a Nation is a series that highlights historical happenings that 
have helped shape our country! This twelve-part series will highlight events, symbols, and 
people. 

This month’s topic is the bald eagle. 

Choosing the Bald Eagle 

While the Declaration of Independence was signed in 1776, the 

bald eagle, as an American symbol, did not arise until 1782. 
Congress tabled various former designs before deciding on the bald 

eagle as a part of America’s Great Seal. (In a letter to his 

daughter, Benjamin Franklin called the bald eagle “a bird of bad 
moral character” and claimed the eagle on the original seal looked 

more like a turkey.) (Nix, 2026). 

Continue Reading 

https://librarynd.beanstack.org/reader365
https://www.library.nd.gov/marketing
https://www.library.nd.gov/onlineresources
https://diplomacy.state.gov/the-great-seal/
https://greatseal.com/symbols/turkey.html
https://ndstatelibrary.wordpress.com/2026/09/23/the-bald-eagle/


The State Historical Society staff produce the "Our Heritage" video series that delve into 
North Dakota's rich history. Each episode highlights fascinating figures from the state's past 
and explores unique stories behind objects in the museum and archival collections 

The United States Holocaust Memorial Museum and the American Library Association Public 
Programs Office is presenting Americans and the Holocaust traveling exhibition 

The Digital Shelf free webinar series brings together libraries, publishers, and industry 
leaders for honest conversations about the future of digital content 

The National Library Services Patron Engagement Section will host a Patron Corner session 

on Tuesday, October 13 at 6:00 PM. Celebrating 20 Years of BARD: Part Two will 
feature a panel of NLS colleagues and patrons who were part of the BARD beta test in 2006 

and the first users of BARD. Part One of this program, which took place on July 13, is 
available to watch online 

April is Citizen Science Month. Join Arizona State University and SciStarter for a webinar 

on October 28 (2:00 PM) to learn about free, ready-to-use programs, promotional 
materials, planning tools, activities for all ages, and more 

The American Astronomical Society's Harlow Shapley Visiting Lectures Program gives 
schools, libraries, and other community organizations the opportunity to bring a 

distinguished astronomer or astronomy educator directly into their community. Apply to 
host a Shapley Lecturer in 2027 by October 2, 2026 

Morton Mandan Public Library received a $5,000 donation from the Mandan Kiwanis 

and Mandan Eagles to support their branch library (The Branch) at the PlayLab. 

The Valley City Barnes County Public Library is celebrating their 123rd anniversary of 
their opening with Comedian Bill Douglas and NDSU History Professor Dr. Ashley Baggett. 
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https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLIGuSR1PNDNf0t-8C4JQI5-bWEf9Pa_Wa
https://www.ala.org/tools/programming/USHolocaustMuseum
https://thepalaceproject.org/the-digital-shelf/
https://loc.zoomgov.com/j/1659059099?pwd=3SodtbmALTT85MNnxbb0butQjpsspU.1
https://www.loc.gov/nls/news-and-updates/patron-corner
https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/bi8UPJL5TimXqu0VUQ9_Gw#/registration
https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/bi8UPJL5TimXqu0VUQ9_Gw#/registration
https://aas.org/education/shapley-lectures-program
https://aas.org/education/shapley-lectures-program
https://www.facebook.com/photo/?fbid=1532723902222822&set=a.407064161455474
https://www.newsdakota.com/2026/09/23/vcbc-library-celebrates-123rd-anniversary-with-two-events/
mailto:ndslpa@nd.gov
https://www.imls.gov/
https://www.imls.gov/
https://www.library.nd.gov



