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Overview • stereotyping
• misinformation
• book selection and purchasing resources
• ND Native American authors



Stereotyping

“Bloodthirsty Savage” or “Red Man” 

❖quick to anger
❖may kill with no remorse
❖written to instill fear by non-Natives
❖perceived as unattractive by Western 

ideals
❖no interest in learning Western beliefs
❖portrayed with aggressive animalistic 

personality traits



Wise Noble
• perceived a stoic, withholding, 
and all-knowing

• has a working relationship with 
animals

• viewed as being mysterious—
hard to understand

• perceived as the Western ideal of 
what Native men should be

• no interest in or neutral about 
Western ideals

Noble Savage

“There is no such thing as a good stereotype”
Indigenous Reads Rising 2024



Tropes of Native Peoples in Media

Regulation to the Past~~presented as historical 
instead of comtempory  figures 
White Savior~~Native People are ignorant or naive 
and unable to care for themselves and must be 
rescued by kind-hearted white people, who are 
usually men 
Mohican Syndrome~~non-Native leaves their 
comtempory lifestyle to live with the Native 
People…they succeed in  appearing more Native 
than the Natives
Tonto-Speak~~Native people speak in broken 
English



Indigenous Book 
Selection

• How to Choose Indigenous 
Materials 

• American Indians in Children's 
Literature

• Selecting Native American 
Literature Worksheet

• Diverse BookFinder

https://indigenousreadsrising.com/resources-for-teachers-librarians-and-readers-how-to-choose-materials/
https://americanindiansinchildrensliterature.blogspot.com/
https://americanindian.si.edu/nk360/pdf/Native-American-Literature-in-Your-Classroom-Worksheet.pdf
https://diversebookfinder.org/


North Dakota Native 
American Authors

Joelle Bearstail
Heid E. Erdrich
Lise Erdrich
Louise Erdrich
Laurel Goodluck
Denise Lajimodiere
Carole Lindstrom
S.D. Nelson
Dawn Quigley
Michael Yellow Bird
Mona Susan Power

https://nativenewsonline.net/education/north-dakota-native-makes-her-debut-with-children-s-book-about-indigenous-culture-bullying
https://heiderdrich.com/
https://www.notablebiographies.com/newsmakers2/2005-A-Fi/Erdrich-Louise.html
https://www.laurelgoodluck.com/about
https://www.npr.org/2023/04/07/1168667982/poet-laureate-north-dakota-native-american-first
https://carolelindstrom.com/about/
https://sdnelson.net/
https://dawnquigley.com/bio/
https://umanitoba.ca/social-work/faculty-and-staff/michael-yellow-bird
https://www.monasusanpower.com/about


Purchasing Indigenous Literature

List of Native Literature Awards, Publishers & More

Birchbark Books & Native Arts

North Dakota State University Press

Must-Read Books by Indigenous Authors (Penguin 
Random House)

Super Indian Comics

Indigenous Voices - Books for Kids and Teens | Penguin 
Random House Canada

ATCG Books and Comics - Keep Calm and Decolonize!

https://indigenousreadsrising.com/resources-for-teachers-librarians-and-readers-list-of-awards-publishers-more/
https://birchbarkbooks.com/
https://ndsupress.org/
https://www.penguinrandomhouse.com/the-read-down/must-read-books-by-indigenous-authors/
https://superindiancomics.com/
https://www.penguinrandomhouse.ca/campaign/2994/indigenous-voices-books-kids-and-teens?ref=PRH4ECEEF162628
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fatcgbooksandcomics.com%2F&data=05%7C02%7Ckjcline%40ND.GOV%7C1a35d30dcb94456e2e3108dc62f01359%7C2dea0464da514a88bae2b3db94bc0c54%7C0%7C0%7C638494030463221416%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=Ulzuwl4Djl6%2FJqVtRQdNRUl4M%2BpY6JWfuLBVSRnZETQ%3D&reserved=0


Additional Resources

https://tribalcollegejournal.org/the-best-native-studies-books-of-2023/
https://www.publishersweekly.com/pw/by-topic/new-titles/childrens-announcements/article/94319-10-new-children-s-and-ya-books-with-indigenous-representation.html?oly_enc_id=5801H3440278E6Z
https://www.publishersweekly.com/pw/by-topic/new-titles/adult-announcements/article/94318-10-new-books-by-indigenous-authors.html?oly_enc_id=5801H3440278E6Z
https://www.publishersweekly.com/pw/by-topic/international/international-book-news/article/94314-indigenous-children-s-book-authors-band-together.html?oly_enc_id=5801H3440278E6Z
https://www.slj.com/story/authenticity-and-sensitivity-goals-for-writing-and-reviewing-books-with-native-american-themes
https://antontreuer.com/
https://polaris.odinlibrary.org/polaris/search/searchresults.aspx?ctx=71.1033.0.0.1&type=Keyword&term=Everything%20You%20Wanted%20to%20Know%20About%20Indians%20but%20Were%20Afraid%20to%20Ask&by=KW&sort=RELEVANCE&limit=TOM=*%20AND%20AB=%7blist%7d71,102%7b/list%7d&query=&page=0&searchid=3
https://nativegov.org/resources/terminology-style-guide/
https://www.npr.org/sections/codeswitch/2013/09/02/217295339/the-history-behind-the-phrase-dont-be-an-indian-giver
https://www.understandnativemn.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/01/2024_-Native_American_Teaching_Resources_Guide.pdf
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kjcline@nd.gov
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statelib@nd.gov
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