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Focus on Libraries: A Discussion with the North
Dakota State Library

The North Dakota State Library is inviting the North Dakota library community to 

provide feedback on our services and programs to help us determine which are 
prioritized by the library community. This information will be important if we don't receive 
federal funding. The information will also be used even if we receive full federal funding 
to assure that we are best meeting the information and lifelong learning needs of the library 
community and North Dakota citizens. 

Focus on Libraries: A Discussion with the North Dakota State Library 

Wednesday, November 19 (10:00 AM - 11:30 AM) 
Thursday, November 20 (6:00 PM - 7:30 PM) 
Tuesday, November 25 (1:00 PM - 2:30 PM) 

Wednesday, December 3 (10:00 AM - 11:30 AM) 
Thursday, December 4 (6:00 PM - 7:30 PM) 
Monday, December 15 (1:00 PM - 2:30 PM) 

View Upcoming Events

Austen Palooza
Jane Austen, Regency novelist extraordinaire, turns 250 on December 16, 2025. Why 

exactly are we excited about this? Is it because her most well-known work, Pride & 
Prejudice, has never been out of print? Is it because her biting wit and social commentary 

still resounds with modern audiences? Are State Library employees just hard-core book 
nerds who get excited about random things? Perhaps all of the above? Regardless of the 

reason, Jane Austen’s birthday is coming up, and we are going to celebrate! 

Please join us for events in the month leading up to Jane Austen’s birthday. 

Wednesday, November 19 (2:00 PM) 
“From Page to Prestige: Why Jane Austen Still Matters”- Monica Struck
Join this session to learn more about Jane Austen’s life, works, and most importantly, why 

we are still celebrating her over 200 years after her death. 

Monday, December 1 (12:00 PM) 
“Spill the Tea: Jane Austen Discussion”
Bring your lunch and your favorite hot beverage and join us in talking about all things 
Austen. 

Monday, December 1 (7:00 PM) 
“Refusing Mr. Collins: Courtship and Conduct in Pride and Prejudice” - Sarah
Faulkner
Join our guest speaker, Sarah Faulkner, to learn more about one of the more memorable 
proposals in Pride & Prejudice. 

Thursday, December 11 
Be sure to read the Flickertale for some Austen inspired reads found by Tammy Kruger! 

Tuesday, December 16 (7:00 PM) 
Online trivia
Celebrate Jane Austen’s birthday with us with some trivia! Pre-existing knowledge of Jane 

Austen is not required. Come to learn and have fun! 

The fun doesn’t need to end with our live events. Throughout the month preceding 

December 16, keep an eye out for Jane Austen related posts on the State Library social 
media accounts. You can participate in the State Library’s Jane Austen reading challenge on 
Beanstack. And things just wouldn’t be complete without a poll on your favorite Jane Austen 

books/movies. We hope that you will join in some (or all!) of our Austen Palooza 
shenanigans. 

More information to come! 

https://events.gcc.teams.microsoft.com/event/fce042bd-f351-4636-82b4-0529e7a40d65@2dea0464-da51-4a88-bae2-b3db94bc0c54
https://events.gcc.teams.microsoft.com/event/46db7773-ad0e-4b17-a692-322e8d388674@2dea0464-da51-4a88-bae2-b3db94bc0c54
https://events.gcc.teams.microsoft.com/event/345a3430-ba5c-49ed-8fb7-83f2e29d2338@2dea0464-da51-4a88-bae2-b3db94bc0c54
https://events.gcc.teams.microsoft.com/event/09e5a72c-e1e8-46ad-a09e-98530c98d953@2dea0464-da51-4a88-bae2-b3db94bc0c54
https://events.gcc.teams.microsoft.com/event/3d3d788e-6681-4211-a180-59674efa8a9c@2dea0464-da51-4a88-bae2-b3db94bc0c54
https://events.gcc.teams.microsoft.com/event/efb320f5-68de-45d0-9c23-4f801fe455b2@2dea0464-da51-4a88-bae2-b3db94bc0c54
https://www.library.nd.gov/events
https://events.gcc.teams.microsoft.com/event/a45ba468-009d-4c00-b470-9a6f6c85b8e3@2dea0464-da51-4a88-bae2-b3db94bc0c54


Book Club Kits 

Submitted by Tammy Kruger 

Do you currently host a book club? If not, are you interested in starting 

one? There are a variety of title options available through the North 
Dakota State Library! And now they are easier to browse through in our 
new NDSL Book Club Kit LibGuide. To find the kits, first select the 

LibGuides button on the upper right-hand corner of NDSL’s homepage 
(https://www.library.nd.gov/). Then, click “OK” about entering a new 

website. Last, select NDSL Kits on the LibGuides page. The STEM Kits 
can also be found under the NDSL Kits category. 

A Little About the Book Club Kit LibGuide 

1. The Overview breaks down books into categories: Adults, Children and Teens, as 
well as a variety of genres. 
2. All titles can also be found on the left-hand side. 
3. Each entry gives a summary of the book, target audience, genre(s), reviews, a 

Reserve Today! option (which links to Polaris), FAQ about the kits, what the kit 
contains, and a copy of the discussion questions. Some Book Club LibGuide pages 
also contain an interview with the author or about an event related to the book, or a 

book trailer. 

How the Book Club Kits Work 

Checkout of Book Club Kits operates the same way as STEM Kits. Each 

are requested through Polaris and then checked out for up to eight weeks. 
North Dakota State Library pays for them to be shipped to the user; the 

user pays for the kits to be shipped back. Kits can also be picked up and 
dropped off at NDSL Monday-Friday from 8:00 AM to 4:00 PM. (Please let 
NDSL staff know if you plan to pick up your kit. Patron Services’ phone 

number is 701-328-4622.) Anyone with a North Dakota library card may 
check out book club kits. 

Each book club kit includes ten copies of the book, a discussion guide, and a sign in sheet. 

Keep Coming Back to See New Offerings 

NDSL currently has 15 middle and high school titles just waiting to show up and be 

processed! They will be on the LibGuide as they become available. 

Happy reading! 

The Native American Voices Published in 2025 

In honor of Native American Heritage Month, the November Shelf Additions provides a 
sample of 2025 YA, middle grade, and picture books authored by Native Americans. 

Young Adult 

1. The Others (Paranormal & Supernatural) 
2. Legendary Fry Bread Drive-In (Fiction Anthology) 
3. Banned Together (Nonfiction Anthology) 
4. All the Love Under the Vast Sky (Romance & Novels 

in Verse) 
5. Girl Warrior (Biography) 
6. The Whistler (Horror & Mystery) 
7. To the Stars and Back (General Fiction) 
8. We Can Never Leave (Paranormal, Supernatural, & Fantasy) 
9. Sisters in the Wind (Mystery Thriller) 
10. A Steady Brightness of Being (“An Instant National Bestseller” Amazon) 
11. Nothing More of This Land (Biography) 
12. The Door on the Sea (Book 1 in The Raven and Eagle Series) 
13. All the Little Monsters: How I Learned to Live with Anxiety (Biography) 
14. Beast (Heritage & Horror) 

Continue Reading 

https://library-nd.libguides.com/bookclubkits
https://www.library.nd.gov/
https://www.kirkusreviews.com/book-reviews/cheryl-isaacs/the-others-3/
https://www.kirkusreviews.com/book-reviews/cynthia-leitich-smith/legendary-frybread-drive-in/
https://www.kirkusreviews.com/book-reviews/ashley-hope-perez/banned-together/#:~:text=Sixteen%20prominent%20writers%20for%20young%20people%20offer,they%20advocate%20for%20their%20right%20to%20read.
https://www.kirkusreviews.com/book-reviews/kip-wilson/all-the-love-under-the-vast-sky/
https://www.kirkusreviews.com/book-reviews/joy-harjo/girl-warrior/
https://www.amazon.com/Whistler-Nick-Medina/dp/0593820401
https://www.kirkusreviews.com/book-reviews/peglo/to-the-stars-and-back-a-graphic-novel/
https://www.kirkusreviews.com/book-reviews/he-edgmon/we-can-never-leave/
https://www.kirkusreviews.com/book-reviews/angeline-boulley/sisters-in-the-wind/
https://www.amazon.com/Steady-Brightness-Being-Celebrated-Indigenous/dp/0735250367
https://www.kirkusreviews.com/book-reviews/joseph-lee/nothing-more-of-this-land/
https://www.amazon.com/Door-Sea-Raven-Eagle/dp/1837863784/ref=sr_1_1?crid=2XMTFWCYFCLGQ&dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.qvAOqwoty30zZARGItO0rGXTdjH5TmCXUlTqN_IqkfxoRgLsbGJYGC023Qk4Nf0gYHyGgcSxxFu5_00E2dzwaU_06fbDUqZ3jhxNDfLqDNjdmCN-PVjg4oZ04tDvlklyjSZNGhSJqrb_Rn1E-Wf0OHxrfNj2G22Zz-H_ibFQr_xY14cMYJod5mgh3OEb56c6Hjr3Ap0_HUSOaH31Bacpr5Tl4V4ryNdXB9pxKR33WEw.nM52IplmwlBVDsPMurpa2EFFRAwcysQ8zHSVFY6OtVg&dib_tag=se&keywords=The+Door+on+the+Sea&qid=1761598715&s=books&sprefix=bad+indians+book+club+%2Cstripbooks%2C377&sr=1-1
https://www.amazon.com/All-Little-Monsters-Learned-Anxiety/dp/1443472409/ref=tmm_pap_swatch_0?_encoding=UTF8&dib_tag=se&dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.63DL06_JH7-WSCTRzeVCaw.IMYyFo0u6QZycc8BPlI-Ssgt2XzuZX2p_w27Jj5J-y0&qid=1761665764&sr=1-1
https://www.amazon.com/Beast-Richard-Van-Camp/dp/1771624140/ref=sr_1_1?crid=1Q0RD1VV0SUP4&dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.r2fxrJxv8yX-MzjOenT_vA.wb-tSc3h4A1ddiSXHsFP3zWYcLY9dok7f8ZO7BDXc04&dib_tag=se&keywords=Beast%22+van+camp&qid=1761665947&s=books&sprefix=beast+van+camp%2Cstripbooks%2C163&sr=1-1
https://ndstatelibrary.wordpress.com/2025/11/05/the-native-american-voices-published-in-2025/


Upcoming North Dakota State Library Webinars 

November brings honor to our veterans, grace and fellowship during Thanksgiving, colder 
weather, longer nights, and a slew of learning opportunities for your own continuing 

education. The staff at the North Dakota State Library is offering several great webinars. We 

encourage you to sign up and watch them live or watch the recordings we put in Niche 
Academy. 

Public Library Director Hangout 
Wednesday, November 12 (1:00 PM – 1:30 PM) 

Libraries’ Role in Broadband in North Dakota 

Tuesday, November 18 (3:00 PM -3:45 PM) 

School Library Collaboration 

Thursday, November 20 (4:15 PM – 5:00 PM) 

School Library Collaboration 

Tuesday, November 25 (3:15 PM – 4:00 PM) 

To check out all the great webinar opportunities available this month, go to 
https://www.library.nd.gov/traininglibraries. You can also find out about webinars and 

events from the Events Calendar at https://www.library.nd.gov/events-calendar. If you 
missed an opportunity to attend one of our webinars, the recordings of our webinars are 

available on Niche Academy at https://my.nicheacademy.com/northdakotastatelibrary. 

Upcoming Webinar Opportunities 

Holiday Bulletin Board and Display Ideas 

Submitted by Kathy Cline 

Looking for display or bulletin board ideas for the upcoming holiday season? Check out the 

following ideas and set your creativity spirit free! Scroll through for ideas in links listed as 

“Pinterest”. 

Fall/Thanksgiving 

1. 30 Creative Fall Bulletin Board Ideas 
2. Thankful Library Bulletin Board 

3. Fall – School Library Displays 

4. Thanksgiving Bulletin Board Ideas 
5. Thanksgiving Library Displays (Pinterest) 
6. Thanksgiving Bulletin Boards (Pinterest) 
7. Thanksgiving Bulletin Board (Pinterest) 
8. Discover 24 Fall / Thanksgiving Library Ideas (Pinterest) 

Christmas/Winter 

1. Crafty and Bookish Holiday Displays 

2. 18 Holiday Bulletin Board Ideas That Will Make Your 
Classroom Cozy 

3. Winter Bulletin Board Ideas 
4. 25 Fun Christmas Bulletin Board Ideas 

5. Interactive Displays 

6. School Library Displays 
7. 47 Free Christmas Bulletin Board Ideas & Classroom 

Decorations 
8.  Easy Christmas Bulletin Board
9. 140 Library - Christmas/Winter Ideas and School Library Display Ideas 

(Pinterest) 
10. Library Holiday (Pinterest) 
11. Christmas Library Bulletin Boards (Pinterest) 

New Year 

1. 20 Bulletin Boards to Ring in the New Year 

2. 33 New Year and Library Book Display Ideas 
(Pinterest) 
3. New Year Library Display (Pinterest) 
4. New Year Bulletin Board Ideas (Pinterest) 

https://events.gcc.teams.microsoft.com/event/936cd10c-160c-40ae-96ed-31636a5e27bd@2dea0464-da51-4a88-bae2-b3db94bc0c54
https://events.gcc.teams.microsoft.com/event/d3b6fe56-ccd4-469a-88d0-3a0a032fab18@2dea0464-da51-4a88-bae2-b3db94bc0c54
https://events.gcc.teams.microsoft.com/event/8e06fb74-6b45-4d31-9b74-11db9179acab@2dea0464-da51-4a88-bae2-b3db94bc0c54
https://events.gcc.teams.microsoft.com/event/6cac556a-3eaa-4b2f-a213-2dc8b1c3918a@2dea0464-da51-4a88-bae2-b3db94bc0c54
https://www.library.nd.gov/traininglibraries
https://www.library.nd.gov/traininglibraries
https://www.library.nd.gov/events-calendar
https://www.library.nd.gov/events-calendar
https://my.nicheacademy.com/northdakotastatelibrary
https://www.library.nd.gov/traininglibraries
https://www.educationcorner.com/classroom-fall-bulletin-board-ideas/
https://schoolbulletinboards.net/thankful-library-bulletin-board/
https://schoolbulletinboards.net/thankful-library-bulletin-board/
https://librarydisplays.org/category/fall/
https://todayscreativeideas.com/thanksgiving-bulletin-board-ideas/
https://todayscreativeideas.com/thanksgiving-bulletin-board-ideas/
https://www.pinterest.com/ideas/thanksgiving-library-displays/945741861386/
https://www.pinterest.com/ideas/thanksgiving-library-displays/945741861386/
https://www.pinterest.com/1amblessed/bulletin-boards-thanksgiving/
https://www.pinterest.com/1amblessed/bulletin-boards-thanksgiving/
https://www.pinterest.com/zmcarlson/thanksgiving-bulletin-board/
https://www.pinterest.com/elem_librarian/fall-thanksgiving-library-ideas/
https://www.pinterest.com/elem_librarian/fall-thanksgiving-library-ideas/
https://www.slj.com/story/10-crafty-bookish-holiday-displays
https://www.teachstarter.com/us/blog/holiday-bulletin-board-ideas/
https://www.teachstarter.com/us/blog/holiday-bulletin-board-ideas/
https://librarylearners.com/winter-bulletin-board-ideas/
https://littlelearningcorner.com/2022/07/25-fun-christmas-bulletin-board-ideas.html?srsltid=AfmBOopFp_m-7Og7C-Zo_feb7xt5_a-C7vpQ765GPNUScEiQKPz41IyB
https://mranthonysbookshelf.wordpress.com/tag/interactive-display/
https://librarydisplays.org/
https://www.supplyme.com/collections/christmas-bulletin-board-ideas?srsltid=AfmBOorrU1BAw5k-3XQmLYz9DMt6NL8S84uATKvYCWySsmQfw-ZMHYpl
https://www.supplyme.com/collections/christmas-bulletin-board-ideas?srsltid=AfmBOorrU1BAw5k-3XQmLYz9DMt6NL8S84uATKvYCWySsmQfw-ZMHYpl
https://www.supplyme.com/collections/christmas-bulletin-board-ideas?srsltid=AfmBOorrU1BAw5k-3XQmLYz9DMt6NL8S84uATKvYCWySsmQfw-ZMHYpl
https://library-lady.blog/easy-christmas-bulletin-board/
https://library-lady.blog/easy-christmas-bulletin-board/
https://www.pinterest.com/elem_librarian/library-christmaswinter-ideas/
https://www.pinterest.com/elem_librarian/library-christmaswinter-ideas/
https://www.pinterest.com/amy_maxey/library-holiday/
https://www.pinterest.com/amy_maxey/library-holiday/
https://www.pinterest.com/pinkstergirl16/christmas-library-bulletin-boards/
https://www.weareteachers.com/new-year-bulletin-board-ideas/
https://www.weareteachers.com/new-year-bulletin-board-ideas/
https://www.pinterest.com/dharding0097/display-new-year/
https://www.pinterest.com/dharding0097/display-new-year/
https://www.pinterest.com/ideas/new-year-library-display/931079522066/
https://www.pinterest.com/pin/pinterest--46161964926556079/
https://www.pinterest.com/pin/pinterest--46161964926556079/


United for Libraries and Penguin Random House will award grants of $500 and $1,000 

to support libraries by assisting Friends of Library groups with priority projects. 

“Hour of Code” Becomes “Hour of AI” 

If you have previously participated in the Hour of Code, this article is to inform you that the 
initiative has now transitioned into the Hour of AI. If you are not familiar with the Hour of 
Code, read on to learn about this newest initiative. 

After over a decade of success, Code.org has transformed the Hour of Code movement into 

the Hour of AI. This global initiative assists teachers and students to understand and create 

with AI for positive purposes. The event takes place annually during Computer Science 
Education Week, which in 2025 will be celebrated from December 8–14. 

Highlights of the Hour of AI initiative include: 

Empowers students to move from being AI users to AI creators 

Builds essential skills that will shape their future 

Encourages adults and students to learn side by side 
Provides easy, hands-on, ready-to -use activities that simplify AI and how it works 

Requires no prior AI knowledge 
Activities are globally accessible 

Explores AI through games and apps learners are familiar with 

Use the links below to access more information, resources, activities, and planning guides 
for your Hour of AI event, and Computer Science Education Week activities. 

Hour of AI 
About 
Activities 

Resources 
How-to host a K-12 event 
FAQs 

Computer Science Education Week 

Computer Science Education Week 2025: Fun Free Activities (December 2024 

information) 
ND Hour of Code | Edutech 

5 Fast and Fun Hour of Code Resources (December 2024 information) 
Free Hour of Code Activities Ages 8-18 (CodeWizardHQ) 

Free hour of code activities in Scratch, HTML/CSS & JavaScript, and Python 

Fargo Public Library announced adjustments to library services that will take effect on 

January 1, 2026. 

The James Carlson branch of the Fargo Public Library hosted Comet the mini horse. 
Kids had the opportunity to read to Comet, pet him, feed him treats, and create horse-
themed crafts. 

James River Valley Library System is hosting Thad's Amazing Magic on November 8 at 
The Lodge. 

Minot Public Library hosted a haunted house for Halloween 

https://www.ala.org/united/grants_awards/friends/united-libraries-and-penguin-random-house-grant-rural-and-small-libraries
https://code.org/en-US/hour-of-ai
https://csforall.org/en-US/hour-of-ai
https://csforall.org/en-US/activities/hour-of-ai
https://csforall.org/en-US/hour-of-ai/resources
https://csforall.org/en-US/hour-of-ai/how-to/k-12educator
https://csforall.org/en-US/hour-of-ai/faq
https://www.csedweek.org/
https://www.create-learn.us/blog/computer-science-education-week/
https://www.edutech.nd.gov/nd-hour-code
https://www.eschoolnews.com/steam/2024/12/10/5-fast-and-fun-hour-of-code-resources/?ps=999999999-001Qj00000OmMTSIA3-003Qj00000QC9F6IAL&esmc=221699&utm_campaign=Innovations%20in%20K12&utm_medium=email&_hsenc=p2ANqtz-9W4TNtuDCxvkh4SR1jKs4nqawz6zKNCl0P6O7AFlGn_D67AO33LVCdnL7fPeqV5hx01nG04I7KaPocV6lcCCkbK3DKnA&_hsmi=337948886&utm_content=337950901&utm_source=hs_email
https://www.codewizardshq.com/hour-of-code/
https://fargond.gov/news-events/city-news-releases/post-detail?id=6908cec93d4a65272650bdd7
https://www.kvrr.com/2025/11/02/comet-the-mini-horse-stops-by-dr-james-carlson-library/
https://www.newsdakota.com/2025/10/30/thads-amazing-magic-show-november-8th/
https://www.kxnet.com/news/local-news/minot-library-haunted-house/
https://Code.org
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Focus on Libraries: A Discussion with the North Dakota State Library

North Dakota State Library is inviting the North Dakota library community to provide feedback on our services and programs to help us determine which are prioritized by 
library community. This information will be important if we don't receive federal funding. The information will also be used even if we receive full federal funding to a
that we are best meeting the information and lifelong learning needs of the library community and North Dakota citizens.

Focus on Libraries: A Discussion with the North Dakota State Library
*Wednesday, November 19 (10:00 AM - 11:30 AM)* [ https://events.gcc.teams.microsoft.com/event/fce042bd-f351-4636-82b4-0529e7a40d65@2dea0464-da51-4a88-bae2-b3db94bc0c54 ]
*Thursday, November 20 (6:00 PM - 7:30 PM) [ https://events.gcc.teams.microsoft.com/event/46db7773-ad0e-4b17-a692-322e8d388674@2dea0464-da51-4a88-bae2-b3db94bc0c54 ]*
*Tuesday, November 25 (1:00 PM - 2:30 PM) [ https://events.gcc.teams.microsoft.com/event/345a3430-ba5c-49ed-8fb7-83f2e29d2338@2dea0464-da51-4a88-bae2-b3db94bc0c54 ]*
*Wednesday, December 3 (10:00 AM - 11:30 AM) [ https://events.gcc.teams.microsoft.com/event/09e5a72c-e1e8-46ad-a09e-98530c98d953@2dea0464-da51-4a88-bae2-b3db94bc0c54 ]*
*Thursday, December 4 (6:00 PM - 7:30 PM) [ https://events.gcc.teams.microsoft.com/event/3d3d788e-6681-4211-a180-59674efa8a9c@2dea0464-da51-4a88-bae2-b3db94bc0c54 ]*
*Monday, December 15 (1:00 PM - 2:30 PM) [ https://events.gcc.teams.microsoft.com/event/efb320f5-68de-45d0-9c23-4f801fe455b2@2dea0464-da51-4a88-bae2-b3db94bc0c54 ]*

*View Upcoming Events* [ https://www.library.nd.gov/events ] 

________________________________________________________________________

Austen Palooza

Jane Austen, Regency novelist extraordinaire, turns 250 on December 16, 2025. Why exactly are we excited about this? Is it because her most well-known work, Pride & Prej
has never been out of print? Is it because her biting wit and social commentary still resounds with modern audiences? Are State Library employees just hard-core book ner
get excited about random things? Perhaps all of the above? Regardless of the reason, Jane Austen’s birthday is coming up, and we are going to celebrate!

Please join us for events in the month leading up to Jane Austen’s birthday.
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