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About the Literacy Kits
 Provide books, suggested online resources, and printables (please photocopy 

for use) 

 8-week checkout 

 NDSL pays for kit to library/organization; library/organization pays shipping 
back to NDSL 

 Can be requested through OPAC (Polaris) 

 More information 
 LibGuides -- STEAM – STEM Kits – Climate Literacy Kit



Climate Literacy Kits 



What is Climate Literacy? 
 Climate literacy is the understanding

 of how Earth's climate system works, 

 how human actions influence it, and 

 how climate change impacts people and other living creatures. 



Why is Climate Literacy Important? 
 Climate literacy helps: 

 People make informed decisions in their day-to-day lives,

 People adapt to climate changes, 

 People contribute to helping the earth 



Climate Literacy Kit:
Exploring Our Climate (K-2) 

 This program in a box includes 6 lesson plans about climate, weather, seasons 
and ecology for grades K-2. The North Dakota science and library media 
standards that these lessons pertain to are included, as well as lists of 
additional resources to expand the lessons even more.

 6 Lessons with each lasting approximately 45 minutes
 Could be broken down into different sessions 

 Comes with handouts/worksheets for learners to do together or at home 



Learning Objectives
 Students will be able to:

 Identify and describe different types of weather conditions

 Recognize and label the four seasons

 Understand the difference between weather and climate

 Identify and discuss various ways in which climate affects living things

 Recognize the importance of taking care of the environment for a healthy climate

 Demonstrate basic knowledge of how to reduce their carbon footprint and protect the 
planet 



Lessons 
 Weather Watchers

 Seasons in Motion

 Weather vs. Climate

 Climate Zones Around the World 

 Climate and Living Things

 Caring for Our Climate 



Lesson 1:  Weather Watchers 
 Introduction to weather and daily variations 

 Observe and record weather conditions for a week

 Discuss different types of weather and how they make us feel 



Lesson 2:  Seasons in Motion 
 Introduce the concepts of seasons and their characteristics 

 Explore the changes in weather and nature during each season

 Create a seasonal calendar 



Lesson 3:  Weather vs. Climate
 Define weather and climate

 Compare and contrast daily weather patterns 
with long-term climate patterns 

 Engage in group discussions and simple 
experiments to reinforce understanding 



Lesson 4:  Climate Zones Around the World
 Introduce different climate zones (tropical, temperate, polar) 

 Explore and identify characteristics of each climate zone

 Create a collaborative library display showcasing different climate zones



Lesson 5:  Climate and Living Things
 Discuss the impact of climate on plants, animals, and humans

 Explore how different animals adapt to specific climates

 Engage in hands-on activities and role-play to understand these concepts 

Role-Play and Discussion (15 minutes)
 Assign students different roles, such as a 

polar bear, a cactus, a fish, or a human. 
 Use the climate related props to represent 

different weather conditions.
 Have students act out how their assigned 

plant or animal would respond to those 
weather conditions. 

 Discuss.  



Lesson 6:  Caring for Our Climate
 Discuss the importance of 

taking care of the 
environment 

 Introduce basic ways to 
reduce our carbon footprint 
(recycling, conserving 
energy)

 Engage in a library project 
focused on environmental 
stewardship 



Climate Literacy Kit:  
Exploring Our Changing Climate (3-5)

 This program in a box includes 6 lesson plans about climate, weather, 
climate change and ecology for grades 3-5. The North Dakota science and 
library media standards that these lessons pertain to are included, as well 
as lists of additional resources to expand the lessons even more.



Learning Objectives 
 Identify and describe different types of weather conditions

 Recognize and label the four seasons

 Understand the difference between weather and climate

 Identify and discuss various ways in which climate affects living things

 Recognize the importance of taking care of the environment for a healthy 
climate

 Demonstrate basic knowledge of how to reduce their carbon footprint and 
protect the planet 



Lessons
 Introduction to Climate Variability and Climate Change

 Earth’s Changing Climate

 Human Activities and Climate Change

 ND’s Ecosystem and the Effects of Climate Variability and Change

 Mitigating Climate Change

 Taking Action for a Sustainable Future 



Lesson 1:  Introduction to Climate Variability 
and Climate Change

 Understand the difference 
between weather and climate 

 Explore examples of climate 
variability and climate change 
effects

 Introduce key vocabulary related 
to climate change 



Lesson 2:  Earth’s Changing Climate
 Investigate natural factors influencing 

climate change 

 Examine historical climate change 
evidence

 Discuss the role of greenhouse 
gases and the greenhouse effect 



Lesson 3:  Human Activities and Climate 
Change

 Identify human activities that contribute to climate change 

 Discuss the impact human actions on the climate system

 Investigate the carbon footprint and exploring ways to reduce it 



Lesson 4:  ND’s Ecosystem and the Effects of 
Climate Variability and Change

 Explore the impact of climate variability 
and climate change on ND’s 
ecosystems

 Examine the effects on wildlife and 
habitats 

 Discuss strategies for preserving local 
biodiversity 



Lesson 5:  Mitigating Climate Change
 Identify ways to mitigate climate change and reduce greenhouse gas emissions

 Investigate renewable energy sources (solar, wind, hydro) 

 Explore sustainable practices and responsible consumption habits 



Lesson 6:  Taking Action for a 
Sustainable Future 

 Discuss the importance of 
environmental stewardship and 
personal responsibility 

 Encourage students to brainstorm 
and plan climate action projects 

 Present and share climate action 
projects with the community 



Climate Literacy Kit:  
Empowering Tomorrow’s Leaders (Teens) 

 This program in a box includes 5 lesson plans about climate, drought, climate 
change and renewable energy sources for middle and high school students. 
The North Dakota science and library media standards that these lessons 
pertain to are included, as well as lists of additional resources to expand the 
lessons even more.



Learning Objectives 
 Explore sustainability and conservation opportunities, including careers and day-to-

day tasks

 Recognize the local and global importance of addressing climate change

 Explore local and global climate movements and organizations 



Lessons 
 Introduction to Climate Variability and Climate Change

 Exploring Climate and Agriculture in North Dakota

 Climate Solutions and Sustainability 

 Climate Responsibility and Community Action

 Green Future 



Lesson 1:  Introduction to Climate Variability 
and Climate Change

 Understand the basics of climate 
variability and climate change, 
including its causes and 
consequences 

 Differentiate between weather and 
climate

 Recognize the local and global 
significance of addressing climate 
change



Lesson 2:  Exploring Climate and Agriculture in 
North Dakota

 Explore the specific impacts of 
climate on agriculture in North 
Dakota

 Identify local climate change 
initiatives and organizations 

 Develop research and 
presentation skills to 
communicate climate-related 
issues effectively 



Lesson 3:  Climate Solutions and 
Sustainability 

 Define sustainability and its importance in everyday life

 Learn practical sustainable practices for reducing environmental impact 

 Create a personal sustainability plan and track progress



Lesson 4:  Climate Responsibility and 
Community Action

 Recognize the significance of 
youth involvement in climate action

 Explore climate movements and 
organizations 

 Plan and initiate a local 
conservation/sustainability project 
or event



Lesson 5:  Green Future
 Envision a sustainable future with 

more eco-friendly renewable energy, 
transportation, and sustainable 
agriculture 

 Explore career opportunities in 
environment science and sustainability 

 Recognize the role and importance of 
addressing climate change 



Climate Literacy Kit:  
Sustainable Living:  The Past, Present, and 

Our Future (Adult)
 This program in a box includes 6 lesson plans about climate, ecology, 

sustainable living, climate change, carbon footprints, and renewable energy 
sources for adult learners. There are also eight craft project ideas designed to 
reduce, reuse and recycle. (Craft project supplies are not included in this kit).



Lessons/Focuses
 Introduction to Climate Change and North Dakota

 Understanding Climate Change

 Impacts of Climate Variability and Change in North Dakota’s Ecosystems

 Climate and Agriculture in North Dakota

 Climate Change Mitigation and Solutions

 Taking Action – Community Engagement and Advocacy 



Lesson 1:  Introduction to Climate Change 
and North Dakota

 Overview of climate change 

 Specific focus on climate trends 
and challenges in North Dakota 

 Discussion of trends and 
challenges



Lesson 2:  Understanding Climate Change
 Basic principles of climate science with 

a focus on greenhouse gases

 Utilizing carbon footprint calculators 
and setting reduction goals



Lesson 3:  Impacts of Climate Variability and 
Change in North Dakota’s Ecosystems

 Examination of climate change effects on local flora, fauna, and habitats

 ND Habitats Scavenger Hunt

ND Habitats Scavenger Hunt:  
Participants form teams and 
follow clues that take them to 
various parts of the library. 
They answer questions about 
different habitats to receive 
the next clue. 



Lesson 4:  Climate and Agriculture 
in North Dakota

 Exploration of climate 
change’s impact on farming 
practices and agricultural 
communities

 Sustainable gardening 
workshop featuring drought-
resistant crops and soil 
conservation techniques 



Lesson 5:  Climate Change Mitigation 
and Solutions

 Introduction to renewable energy sources and their potential in North Dakota 

 Discussion of renewable energy sources and climate change 

Information on Nuclear, 
Unconventional Fossil 

Fuels, Geothermal, 
Hydrogen, Wind, and 

Biofuels Energy Options 



Lesson 6:  Taking Action – Community 
Engagement and Advocacy 

 Group project planning sessions for community action plans addressing climate 
issues

 Presentations and discussions on actionable plans for advocacy and 
engagement 



Financial Literacy Kits 



What is Financial Literacy? 
 Financial literacy is 

 the knowledge and ability to manage money effectively, and

 The ability to make informed decisions about finances. 



Why is Financial Literacy Important?
 Financial literacy helps people:

 Make informed decisions about their money, 

 Avoid financial pitfalls, 

 Achieve short-and long-term financial goals, and 

 Reduce stress around money. 



Financial Literacy Kit:  
Making Cents of Money (K-2) 



Sections 
1) Basic Money Concepts 

2) Wants and Needs

3) Budgeting

4) Earning Money

5) Borrowing vs. Buying

6) Home Connections and Additional Activities



Learning Objectives 
 Learners will explore how money is used.

 Learners will examine monetary values of coins and bills. 

 Learners will practice counting money. 

 Learners will explore examples of wants. 

 Learners will explore examples of needs. 

 Learners will explore what a budget is. 

 Learners will practice prioritizing their own budgeting. 

 Learners will demonstrate understanding of the different budgeting categories 
of Save, Spend, and Share. 



Learning Objectives Continued 
 Learners examine ways for kids to make money. 

 Learners explore ways for adults to make money.

 Learners compare jobs to hobbies. 

 Learners will examine when to buy and when to borrow an item. 

 Learners will explore how to be a responsible borrower.

 Learners will determine situations where they would or would not lend an item. 

 Learners practice financial literacy skills through playing, crafts, and family 
activities. 



Section 1:  Basic Money Concepts   
 What is money?

 How is money used?

 What are the monetary values of different coins and bills?

 How to count (or add) money. 



Basic Money Concepts Examples 



Section 2:  Wants and Needs   
 What are differences between wants and needs? 



Wants and Needs Examples 



Section 3:  Budgeting  
 What is a budget? 

 How should a budget be organized? (Save, Spend, Share)

 What activities fall under the different categories for budgeting? 



Budgeting Examples

1) SAVING, SPENDING, SHARING, BUDGET A 

Financial Literacy Musical Adventure for 

Planning Your Money (MicheLee Puppets) (6 

minutes) --

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=nLPZzUp3U

es



Section 4:  Earning Money 
 What are ways for adults to earn money?

 What are ways for kids to earn money?

 What are differences between a job and a hobby? 



Earning Money Examples



Section 5:  Borrowing vs. Buying 
 What are situations where an item should be borrowed? 

 What are situations where an item should be bought?

 What are ways to be a responsible borrower?

 What types of items should be lent? 



Borrowing vs. Buying Examples  



Section 6:  Home Connections and 
Additional Activities 

 What are some family financial literacy activities? 

 What are financial literacy board, card, or online games? 

 What are some financial literacy crafts to make? 



Home Connections and Additional 
Activities Examples 



Financial Literacy Kit:  
The Financial Launchpad (3-5) 



Sections 
1) Wants vs. Needs 

2) Money Values and Making Change

3) Budgeting

4) Banking

5) Earning Money

6) Home Connections and Additional Activities 



Learning Objectives 
 Learners will explore examples of wants. 

 Learners will explore examples of needs. 

 Learners will practice prioritizing wants and needs. 

 Learners will explore the values of U.S. coins and bills. 

 Learners will evaluate if trades are of equal value. 

 Learners will practice making change.

 Learners will practice counting money. 

 Learners will discuss what budgeting is.

 Learners will examine the different categories of budgeting:  saving, spending, 
sharing, and investing. 

 Learners will determine a personal savings goal. 



Learning Objectives Continued
 Learners will examine what a bank does. 

 Learners will determine good and bad ways to store money.  

 Learners will explore banking terms. 

 Learners will examine different types of jobs for kids. 

 Learners will examine different types of jobs for adults. 

 Learners will experiment with running a fake business. 

 Learners practice financial literacy skills through playing, crafts, and family 
activities. 



Section 1:  Wants vs. Needs 
 What are needs?

 What are wants?

 How do we prioritize needs and wants? 



Wants vs. Needs Examples



Section 2:  Money Values and Making Change
 What are the values of U.S. coins and bills?

 How do we make change? 



Money Values and 
Making Change Examples



Section 3:  Budgeting 
 What is a budget? 

 How do we budget? 

 Explain the different categories of budgeting:  saving, spending, sharing, and 
investing. 



Budgeting Examples 



Section 4:  Banking  
 Safe and unsafe places to store money. 

 What is a bank? 

 What does a bank do?

 Banking and money management vocabulary. 



Banking Example 



Section 5:  Earning Money   
 Ways for kids to earn money.

 Ways for adults to earn money.

 Self-employed vs. being an employee. 



Earning Money Examples



Session 6:  Home Connections and 
Additional Activities  

 What are some family financial literacy activities? 

 What are financial literacy board, card, or online games? 

 What are some financial literacy crafts to make? 



Home Connections and 
Additional Activities Examples

Board and Card 
Games: 

Monopoly, 
Pay Day, 
The Game of Life,
BankIt! 



Financial Literacy Kit:  
Building Blocks to Financial Health (Teens) 



Sections 
1) Needs vs. Wants

2) Budgeting 

3) Paychecks and Taxes

4) Higher Education and Career

5) Investing 

6) Additional Activities 



Learning Objectives 
 Learners will examine differences between needs and wants. 

 Learners will practice prioritizing and budgeting for needs and wants.

 Learners will explore what a budget is, how to make one, and different types. 

 Learners will practice budgeting in real-life scenarios. 

 Learners will track their own spending to help them better plan their budgets. 

 Learners will examine the pros and cons of credit cards. 

 Learners will examine the components of a pay stub. 

 Learners will discuss what taxes are taken out of paychecks 

 Learners will view W-2s and W-4s and discuss their purposes. 



Learning Objectives Continued 
 Learners will share reasons for taxes.

 Learners will examine the pros and cons of different choices after high school 
graduation:  attending university, attending a trade school, going straight into a 
career, or joining the military. 

 Learners will explore the FAFSA, including its purpose and components.

 Learners will discover types of financial assistance for higher education, 
including grants, work-study programs, scholarships, and loans. 

 Learners will explore reasons to invest. 

 Learners will analyze different types of investments. 

 Learners will discover the possibility of investment scams and determine clues 
that an investment opportunity is not legitimate. 

 Learners will expand upon their understanding of financial concepts through 
games. 



Section 1:  Needs vs. Wants 
 What are wants?

 What are needs?

 Prioritizing wants and needs in budgeting. 



Needs vs. Wants Examples

Playing a Saving and Spending Game



Section 2:  Budgeting  
 What is a budget? 

 How do we make a budget?

 How do credit cards work? 

 Ways to save money – savings challenges 



Budgeting Examples 



Section 3:  Paychecks and Taxes 
 Reading a pay stub. 

 What are different types of taxes? 



Paychecks and Taxes Examples



Section 4:  Higher Education and Career  
 What are options after high school graduation?

 How does the FAFSA work?

 What are financial aid options for higher education? 



Higher Education and Career 



Section 5:  Investing  
 What is investing? 

 Pros and cons of different types of investments. 

 What are options for teens to invest?



Investing Examples



Section 6:  Additional Activities  
 What are online games about financial literacy?

 Option game options:  Looping Cards, Dollars and Sense, The Game of Life:  
Financial Literacy Exploration 



Additional Activities Examples

Looping Card Activity



Financial Literacy Kit:  
Financial Fitness (Adults) 



Learning Objectives 
 Learners will explore the importance of creating (and maintaining) a budget that 

balances, as well as preparing for unexpected expenses. 

 Learners will examine different types of budgets. 

 Learners will determine ways to save money through challenges. 

 Learners will practice paying off debt using either the snowball or avalanche 
methods. 

 Learners will explore how to use credit cards responsibly.

 Learners will examine a credit card statement. 

 Learners will examine the personal information needed to obtain a mortgage. 

 Learners will explore the steps of the mortgage process.

 Learners will perform a mock house search using online tools. 



Learning Objectives, Continued
 Learners will examine different types of investments. 

 Learners will look into retirement plan options.

 Learners will think ahead about their own investment and retirement goals. 

 Learners will examine different types of common financial scams.

 Learners will practice predicting if something is a financial scam. 

 Learners will explore ways to protect themselves from financial scams. 

 Learners will examine ways to practice frugality in their own lives. 

 Learners will determine how their own priorities affect their areas of frugality. 



Section 1:  Budgeting 
 Budgeting 101 

 Tracking Spending 

 Saving Challenges 



Budgeting Examples



Section 2:  Debt  
 Debt Payoff Methods 

 The Scoop on Credit Cards 



Debt Examples



Section 3:  Mortgages  
 Steps to Buying a Home 

 How Much House Can You Afford? 



Mortgage Examples

Using a 
mortgage 
calculator 



Section 4:  Investing and 
Retirement Planning  

 Investing:  How to Make Your Money Work for You!

 Managing Investments 

 How to Get Started with Investing 

 What Investments Are Best for You? 

 Retirement:  Life’s Next Phase

 What Happens if You Don’t Have Enough Money to Retire? 

 Types of Retirement Plans and How They Are Used 



Investing and 
Retirement Planning Examples



Section 5:  Scams  
 Addressing Financial Scams

 Signs of a Possible Scam

 Types of Scams

 How to Protect Yourself from Scams 



Scams Examples



Section 6:  Frugal Living  
 Frugal Living 101 

 Tips for Frugal Living 

 Green, Yellow, and Red Lights



Frugal Living Examples



Tammy Kruger
Literacy Specialist 
tlkruger@nd.gov

701-328-4744
This project was made possible 
in part by the Institute of 
Museum and Library Services 
LS-256835-OLS-24


