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GENERAL RESPONSIBILITIES & ACTIVITIES OF THE 
STATE HISTORICAL SOCIETY OF NORTH DAKOTA 

(STATE HISTORICAL BOARD)

The State Historical Society governed by the State Historical Board, is re­
sponsible for the preservation and interpretation of the history of North Dakota as 
outlined in Chapter 55 of the North Dakota Century Code. Major activities are: 
the preservation and interpretation of historical materials, sites and artifacts; 
research into the various aspects of North Dakota history; assistance to the 
public and other state agencies in historical matters; and dissemination of his­
torical information. The Society administers some 53 historic areas through­
out the state, the main museum in Bismarck and seven branch museums, in 
addition to being responsible for historical values on all state land. The refer­
ence collections include published and unpublished manuscripts and archival 
material (public and private), books, microfilm, newspapers, maps, photo­
graphs, and other documents for preservation and as a reference source for 
scholars and the general public as well as use by the department to carry out 
its duties. North Dakota History is published quarterly and sold by subscription 
and other brochures and publications are prepared and disseminated. The Society 
serves as trustee for the state in the general supervision of the International 
Peace Garden. In addition to being responsible for archeological aspects of all 
public lands, the Society inventories, evaluates and preserves the archeological 
resources of the state and recovers data through the excavation of sites and analysis 
of the materials. The organization also serves to provide assistance and informa­
tion to county and local historical societies and assist in their formation.
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MEMBERSHIP

STATE HISTORICAL BOARD

Appointed members
Terms Expiring July 1, 1973

Snorri Thorfinnson, Fort Ransom 
T. S. Kopseng, Bismarck 
LaVern C. Neff, Williston

Terms Expiring July 1, 1974

Pat DeForest, Bismarck 
Edward A. Milligan, Bottineau 
Mrs. Roberta McCreery, Bismarck

Terms Expiring July 1, 1975

Robert Cory, Minot
Dr. D. Jerome Tweton, Grand Forks
Mrs. Harold Oberlander, New England

Ex-Officio Members

Milo V. Hoisveen, State Engineer
Walter R. Hjelle, Highway Commissioner
Ben Meier, Secretary of State
Mrs. Bernice Asbridge, State Treasurer
Russell Stuart, State Game & Fish Commissioner
Dr. Robert Johnson, State Forester
Richard Wolfert, Directory of Library Commission

STAFF

James E. Sperry, Superintendent
LeRoy B. Tomlinson, Administrative Officer
Mrs. Gloria Engel, Secretary-Bookkeeper
Norman Paulson, Museum Curator
Frank E. Vyzralek, Archivist
Liess Vantine, Research Associate
Lavem Larson, Microfilm Technician
Nick Franke, Archeologist
E.J. Duffey, Caretaker, Fort Buford
Egel O. Lokken, Caretaker, Chateau de Mores
George Grove, Caretaker, Fort Totten
E. J. Giedt, Caretaker, Camp Hancock
Ervin Gackle, Caretaker, Whitestone Hill
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